named Socialists, market 
selves as reformers, won elections 
in 1990, A year later, however, 
unlike the Serbian opposition, the 
UDF finally had its chance in 


most conınıentalors -—— wasted it, 

Philip Harmandljiev, editor of lhe 
Solin financial newspaper Kapital, 
said the UDF, instead of embarking 
nn a raclical transformalion of the 
vconomy through privalisatian, 
facised ort the restitution of pre-war 
property natimalised by the cotn- 
wmuuisls, as ù Mens uf satisfying Us 
vcore nıitldle- supporlers. 

"Wilh that kind of restitution youl 
arv uly creating a very narraw 
kind of elecluriule, and you leuve tlie 
wecomittic ucture unchanged," 
Mr Harmrandljicv sairl. 

Wilbin a year, lhe UDF gamble 
uu A VOLE of noconflence ancl lost, 
wing he way fur û Momruklutttra- 
backed “government ol 4 
which preceded the Suciulist resin, 

Whar fhrgh uppemilion iie | 
cE ur exploillion uf I | 
ondlism, Hulgaria and Serbiit liatve 
vuledl up wih vimilur sus, 
Mim industry is in slate hands, arl 
ise businesses tht appear to br 
pivly wud fen bolo u | 
ermies obe ply ade bipa, wl . 

USE UVTI CoBliLs 10 sy phon | 
ofl Sale assuta. ! 

Many uf the vronotniv cartels iı 
buth countries share a prunousıcedl 
crinıuinal elemenl, for they built tleir 
wealth on explaiting the holes in the 
four-year international embargo on 
former Yugoslavia. 

The attempt to maintain these 
hybrid mafta-dominated economies 
has predictably ended in disaster, 
‘The catastrophe has been far niore 
profound in Bulgaria, where aver- 
age wages ($26 a month) are one- 
tenth of Serbian salaries. 

Although the spark for the 
demonstrations has been different 
in the two Balkan states, the fuel 
has been remarkably similar: eco- 
nomic desperation and a bleak lack 
of prospects under regimes which 
have used the smokescreer of 
transition to line their pockets. 


Arms sale heats 
up Mediterranean 


Russia plays 
Belarus card 


Grapes’ wrath 
against cancer 


Apple man . . 19 
back at corps 


Friends reap bitter 23 
harvest in Bosnia 
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government, and — arcortling to 


A proteater bleeds after being beaten by police in Sofia last week. 
Bulgaria's ruling party appeared to capitulate this week to street 
protests and strike threats, agreeing “in principle" to hold fresh 
elections and implement economic reform PHOTO: DIMITAR DILKOFF 


of old-style communism in Serbia 
and Bulgaria as stage-managed: "In 
both countries, the regime con- 
trolled the transition, The shifting of 
power was carried out behind a 
party wall,” he said. 

In Serbia, Mr Milosevic hijacked 
the Communist Party in 1987, 
changed its name to Socialist, and 
transformed the ideology to fervent 
nationalism, while retaining the 
style, methods and most of the 


nomenklalura of the old regime. 
Popular protests in favour of a more 
fundamental transformation were 
crushed with tanks and water can- 
nonsin March 1991, and most of the 
radical youth either left the country 
or were despatched to the front in 
the Balkan wars that the regime 
helped to foment. 

În Bulgaria, the communist dicta- 
tor, Todor Zhivkoy, was toppled in a 
palace coup in 1989, and the re- 


tions over the cost, estimatecdl at 
hundreds of thousands af dollars. 

But Australia's defence minia- 
ter dismissed the criticism, Jan 
McLachlan said the experience 
galned was something money 
couid not buy. Australia haa, 
however, called for restrictions 
on the routes of global yacht 
rACEB, 

On Monday Mr Bullimore de- 
fied doctors’ orders, and walkeci 
down the gangplank of the 
Australian navy frigate that 
saved him to a hero's welcome at 
Fremantle. Thousands turned 
out on land and sea to greet 
HMAS Adelaide and the two 
sailors. 

Mr Bullimore lost his left Httle 
finger when he was tossed 
around at sea, and has a badly 
froatbitten left inex finger. He ia 
also suffering from trench foot, - 

.| but doctors hope that be will not 
lose another finger or any toes. 


spot aa high up as possible and 
put nets around it go that I could 
crawl in there and lash myself in 
to get out of the water.” 

Wearing a suit deslgned to 
keep a sailor alive for two hours 
in a sea temperature of 6C, he 
had stretched this to more than 
80 houra by avoiding wind chill 
under the hulî and keeping him- 
self as dry as possible. 

The French sailor Thierry 
Dubois, whose yacht also cap- 
sized last Sunday, was winched 
to safety from a Îife raft (wo 
hours before Mr Bullimore. 

Mr Dubois aaid he had been 
certain of dying but had clung to 
life because he lıad not seen 
enough of it. “I really trled to 
hang in there. I'm only 29 and 1 
felt it was a pity to call it a day 
without baving seeu much of Ife,” 

The rescue by the Australian 


Navy and Air Force ralsed ques- Comment, page 12 
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Fight is on to finish 
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Balkans business 


UDF spent most of 1992 in office, 
although it failecl to ıake much of 
the opportunity, 

Slale raclio and television in Bul- 
gari are models of cven-handed- 
ness compared with their Serbian 
counterparts, wlıiclh Mr Milosevic 
has emasculated into mouthpieces. 

In Bulgarin, (he dlemonstraturs 
arê motivatetl hy economic consicl- 
erations and the opposition hopes to 
use ihe prvlesls AS 4 Jcver lo oust 
the Socialists in midterm. 

The pulilical crisis in Bulgaria 
1 vd by a comprehensive 
!lapse, An agreemenl to 
restructure the cconaomy bruke 
down lale lanl ycar, lriggering i ol- 


np’ in Ibe value uf the boni 
vurtwucy, ile lev, and i surge in 
iuMitiun (310 per cenl in 199), 


Krassen Slancbev, the head nf 
Bulgaria's [nstilute for’ Markel Ecu- 
noniics, said: “The Serbiun Sociil- 
ists lave vivlatel the constitution, 
Here the ULF are Irying to fin 
ways uf guing arollnd Lhe constilu- 
tion lo gut ril of their Socialists." 

In thal respect, thê Bulgarian 
Socialists have given their oppo- 
neııts a helping hand, by unleashing 
a brutal police charge on the 
demonstrators last Saturday, in ap- 
parent retaliation for the storıning 
of parliament. The assault added 
momentum to the demonstrations 
by providing its first martyrs, 170 
demonstrators with bandaged 
heads who now help lead the 
marches. 

Despite the different legal status 
of the Bulgarian and Serbian Social- 
ist regimes, many Balkan analysts 
argue that the revolts against them 
share common roots, and that they 
both alm at completing unfinished 
revolutions. 

Ivan Hrastev, a political scientist 
and UDF adviser, describes the fall 


1,500km from Antarctica and 
2,130km off the Australian 
const, admitted he had almost 
given up hope when a diver 
banged on the side of his boat. 

“When I saw the ship standing 
there and the plane going over- 
head and a couple of guys peer- 
ing over the top of the upturned 
hull, it was heaven, absolute 
heaven.” 

Mr Bullimore, aged 57, was 
forced to sit and wait after his 
yacht, the Global Exide 
Challenger, lost its keel and cap- 
sized on January 12. A huge re- 
covery operation, hampered by : 
atroclous weather conditions, 
raced against time to rescue him. 

Mr Bullimore, who had been 
competing in the Vendee Globe 
round-the-world race when dis- 
‘aster struck, said two-thirds of 
the hull filled with water after he 
capsized. “TI had to find myself a 


Jullan Borger in Sofia 


FTER opposition demonstra- 
A stormcd through the 

doors of Bulgaria's parlia- 
meul on Friday last week, a slogan 
tirculatedl for a while claiming: “The 
Serbs took 50 clays. We did it in five 
hours.” 

It may have been an over- 
aplimistice rallying cry, for both the 
Belgrncle and Sofia governments 
appear lo have some fight left in 
ıhem. But the feeling on lhe strecls 
of both capitals is unmistakable. 
‘The crowds sense Ley are taking 
parl in a final puslı lo rid waster 
Europe uf ils last bardline farmer 
cnmnunisl regimes. 

The Bulgarian protests ippear tn 
have been inspirxl by the Serbian 
vxùıplr, As one opposition activist 
pul it: "There wan it feeling Lhal if 
| ihe Serbs coulcl clo il, we could clo 
it.” Aııd lhe protest organisers in 
Xufia have followed 1bhe Belgrade 
modvl: (laily marches ancl rallies al 
fxecl times, rather than the ill 

disciplined sit-ins of earlier Bulgar- 
! ian protests. 

Bulgaria's opposition Union of 

ratic Forces (UDF) has been 
particularly anxious to play up the 
parallels between the two protests, 
because the visual similarities ob- 
secure an embarrassing difference: 
the ruling Socialists in Bulgaria 
have the law on their side. 

While President Slobodan Milo- 
sevic's regime in Serbia blatantly 
rigged the local elections in Novem- 
ber, the Bulgarian Socialist Party 

was democratically elected 
and still has two more years of its 
mandate to run. 

Bulgaria's parliaınentary system 

8. There have been no seri- 
ous Complaints about conduct in the 
ons In recent years, and the 


Alive - after four days in a watery tomb 


Luke Harding, and 
Chriatopher Zinn In Sydney 


[WAS he said, like heaven, 
Four days after hia yacht cap- 
sized in the icy vastnesg of the 
Southern Ocean, Tony Bullimore 
could savour the Joys of reacue. 
The round-the-world yachta- 
1 ck from the sea at 
on Thursday last week by an 
Australian frlgate after an ordeal 
Worthy of the explorer Scott. 
Ifhe had never existed, Boy's 
would have lıad to invent 
him. He had spent four days 
entombed in the upturned hull 
of his yacht in one of the world's 
most treacherous seas, 


Cowering iı pitch darkness in a 


makeshift hammock, he sur- 
ved through sheer determina’ 

and nibbles of chocolate. 

Mr Bullimore, whose boat 
in mountainous waves 


the third best. If his estimation is 
correct, then international umpiring 
isin crisis. 

A ninth-wicket stand of 41l be. 
tween Robert Croft and Alan Mul 
lally ensured that England avoided 
their heaviest one-day defeat batting 
second {by 165 runs, against Wes 
Indies, St Vincent 1994) and tlıeir 
lowest one-day total (93, against 
Australia, Headingley 1975). But by 
then the game had taken on an un. 
real feel. 

It is not the first time that Bran. 
des has bowled Zimbabwe to vic: 
tory over England. He took four for 
21 when they triumphed at Albury 
in the countries’ very first meeting, 
during the 1992 World Cup in 
Australia. 

There were early signs that Eng 
land were heading [or another hu- 
miliation. Even Grant Flower was 
scoring briskly and there was no zp 
to England's play despite a Lloyd 
warning that he would not accept 
another off-day. 

Zimbabwe had reached 181 lor 
two by the 38tl over before England 
managed to exert any pressure. 
Three wickets fell for nine runs in 
16 balls but Houghton, Strang and 
Campbell) all cleared the rope in the 
closing overs lo consolidate the ear- 
lier good work. On a goud-ish pitch 
they cuull not possibly have 
realised that 249 for seven wuuld be 
wasted on England. 

The chairınan uf the new Eng: 
land #nd Wales Crirkel Roanl. 
Lord Maclaurin, bas bern walt 
ing evems in Zimbabwe. ln his 
visiun lor lhe future he wes lle 
England 1eam as (le creme de ht 
creme. This lat, hnwever, Mt, 
been out in Ihe sun too ling af ' 
have gone sur. 
کچ ع ا‎ 


Scores: Zimbabwe 243 lor 7; 


Alec Stewart along with Atherton | turned lıim round. England were doomed. that (loes not mean be thinks he is | England 118. 
Cryptic CFOSSWOrd by Rufus | ,rapomayms | EE Ope 
mm TITIT] amukeatoong wa | HHENmMaNn given a final lesson 


someone had told me 12 months 
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ago that I would be playing the 
Guard what one says — it's a REATING and seizing op- final here I would have thought 
good maxim (9) portunities, aa Tim Henman | them mad," he sald. 
Itis a blemish on lhe most was forcefully reminded in his Yet he will know that if he is f0 
radlant of faces (7) firat ATP Tour final appearance atep into the winners’ ring he 
8 Ablow In the back (9,4) at the Qatar Open in Doha last must ahow far greater consis 
14 Account Includes a single wrong | Sunday, can be two very differ- tency than he did. His perfor- 
number (9) ent things. mance was too often flawed by 41 
16 Knocked out, so no cup tickets Although Henman matched, erratic serve, though a 
required (7) often outplayed, the former wind proved difficult to master: 
18 Train me to change gear (7) world No 1 Jim Courier for two and by unforced forehand errors 
18 Footballers always seta, the American's greater ex- | And he slıowed a marked rele" 
overweight (7) perience eventually told as he tance to follow his now 
20 Type of plant thet can grow very | produced an almost flawless atronger serve to the net 
high (6) third to overhaul the British Yet he did surpass two 
283 Boring bit of exercise (5) champion and win 7-5, 6-7, 6-2. | French Open champions, Serf 
Henman's consolation, as he Bruıguera and the top seed 
headed off to Australla, was a Thomas Muster, in taking a 8 
cheque for $59,600 and enough | off the American. Though u 
computer pointa to lift him from | Courier is still some way سسا‎ 
29th to 24th place — the 22- his 1992 form, when he won 
year-old’s highest yet — when Australian and French Ope» 
the new world rankings were ia playing with more purpose 
Aeross 17 Without a bit of control, announced on Monday. and hunger than for at least i . 
presumably (9) Last week's solution With every chance of improv- Î years. 
1 Callin church to fall on one's 21 Usea stop over, a humble IMTAMIM[OTTHAS[TIATEIETEID] | ing on his 1996 finishes at For Courier, victory meant 4 
knees (6) cweling {8) Sydney and Melbourne, he 20th title from 32 finale; and HS 
44 Makes headlines? {6) 22 Undoubtedty the trendy should return home eatly next firat since the US Indoor 
9 f turns on an opponent (4) thing to do (6) month as the first British man to | pionship last February. It wa 
10 Forınıer astronaut going beyond | 24 Study discipline İn a moral break into the top 20 since evident relief. Before thé match 
the lımits (10) sansa (10) Buster Mottram. : he had acknowledged that he *' 
11 Bottle opener should be 25 A preposition — one not out ol Ayear ago, as a prospective pected “a tough time” from 
purchased (6) order (4) qualifier ranked 99th, Henman | Henman, with whom he had 
12 Balls — [hose that go on till 26 It may be of untold value (6) u falled to make the main draw in Î practised last week. 
morning? (4,4) 27 Illcıty acquired bundle of [Bjnlolw] | Doha, and though he will be dis- “On the positive side, Tam. 
13 Grack up, strangely pound notes (6) [VRRNA) | appointed at the way things went | playing better and better. its . 
anough (5,4) (LLEIMIMIA I A[GIRIETEIMJE|NIT] | in his firat final he is riow re- given tie lots of confidence f0 
15 Sacking worn on the foot {4)} EMAM TEC EMRRNNE! | garded by his peers as a legit- the Australian Open,” Henman 
16 Cold, with sore throat (4) IRIAINIKIE[STTIML. {OTB [8ITIETRÎ | mate candidate for honours. “E | sald. 
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Cricket Third one-day international: Zmbabwe v England 


Sitting ducks for Chicken George 
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Simon Mann In Harare 


FTER one of the most em- 
Ares defcats in Eng- 

land's history last week, the 
players ınust dearly wislt they could 
return lıome, bolt the door, draw 
the curtains, turn on the lıeating 
and lie cloggo uMil May, or nıaybe 
Septeınber when the Australians 
will have gone. Instead they Aly to 
New Zcaland for the second leg of 
their winter tour. 

They will hope at least to leave 
sonte bier nıemories behlncl them 
here in Harare, Ecllo Brarules 
buwlel superbly to Lake five for 28, 
including the second hat-trick of lis 
career, bul the lourists' batsmen 
simply lacked lemacîty an a pitch 
Zimbabwe hal used to buikl thelr 
highest uncday score against 
Fnygluntl. 

Before Ihe mately, wilh Mike 
Atherton’s men hoping to salvige a 
little prile and end (lıe onc<lny se- 
ries 3-1}, the coach Davi! Lloyd had 
sakl that playiııg for England should 
be llke fighting in the trenches, It is. 
Aıd lhe players have shıell-shock. 

In real lite, Brandes farms chick- 
ens — hence his "Chicken George” 
uivkname — bul here he dealt in 
tlneks,. Having hal Nick Knigh! 
cuıght rlown the leg sicle from the 
final ball of hîs secorıl uver, he con- 
plete the halarick in lis next by 
having John Cınwley bw first b:ıll 
anl hen producing what he tlubbed 
a “ınagnificent julfa" [unplayable 
hall to account for Nasser Hussain. 
Andy Flower's diving catch was just 
as goal as the delivery. 


The jaffa. ,. Brandes celebratcs his hat-Hck as Hussein js given out 


PHOTOGRAPH STU FASTER 


It dil not look an awful clecision 
but Atherlun waitecl, then starecl at 
the umpire before (lragging hinıself 
from the crease. Perhaps he was un- 
happy with the umpire’'s verdict; 
perhaps i1 was his way of saying 
“Yuu detect our nicks but nol 
theirs"; either way, he was out and 


In Zimbabwe's innings Campbell 
hacl been given not out by Robinson 
when lıe lıad scurecl ciglıl, despite 
clearly (leflecling a catch lo Stewart 
off the inside edge, He went onı to 
make an unbeaten 30. 

Robinson rates himself as nıe of 
three top umpires in the worlcl, and 


hinled at a recovery Int there was 
no respite aş Ziınlxıbwc's captain Al- 
islair Carnpbell kept Brandes uoiny. 
In his eighlh uver Stewart gave tlhe 
wicketkecper Flower the third of his 
five calches; in his ninth the umpire 
lan Robinsou acljuclged that Athér- 
ton had edged a delivery that had 


2 

3 Hailed or shed drops of 

water (7) Davld Irvine In D 

S5 Joke too blue, perhaps (6) سلتا ااا‎ 
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N FIS (drive towards free trade, 
the World Trade Organisation has 
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2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Britain must end 
its continental drift 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 
Turkey war threat 


paintecl black stripe, a red stripe andl . 
another black siripe (ur maybe it's 
the other’ way around). You cauı't 
miss it; it's the painling surrauncled 
by ihe weeping Canadian taxpayer, 


Don’t write off 
the Zapalistas 


over Cyprus arms 


inlo an explicit threat of military 
action. Tansu Ciller, the Turkiah 
Foreign Minister, said “we will do 
wha is nealced". She added: “If that 
mcanıs (hey neetl to be hit, they will 
be hit." 

Ms Ciller' was duc to visit north 
ern Cyprus this week to discuss 
plans for 4 naval and air base lo 
cuunter Greek forces in Ihe south. 

The Greek Cypriots are extend- 
ing a civilian airfield at Pnphos inter- 
uulional airporl uu the west of the 
ism for FIG fighters frum 
Greece, Presldenl Cleridlons ggoy- 
crnmenl hag ilso iunouncecl plans 
for û navitl base in Lhe (ramework ol 
Cyprs's recently activate com- 
mon (lefunce agreeme with 
Gruece. Alhens annuunced last 
weekend that Costas Elidas, the 
Greck Cypriot Defence Minister, 
wuld visit the Gruek capital for 
talks with his hardline Greek coun- 
terparl, Akis Tsochadzopoulos. 

Cyprus has about 10,000 {ronps 
on the island, plus Greek military 
adlvîsera, against lhe 30,000 Turkish 
forces in (he breakaway norlh of the 
island, The missiles, together with 
Greece's expanded arms budget 
ald Nicosia's recent acquisition of 
about 40 Russian T-80 tanks, will 
disturb the balance uf power in 
which Turkcy hulcls air superiority. 

The $300, a kind of "super 
Patriol" missile, has a range of 
abut 1S0km but has never been 
fired outside Russia. Nicosia insists 
fis deployment will be purely 
defensive. 

The hopeful analysis is thal 
Turkey may be trying to forve the 
international comıınunity to attach 
greater urgency to the search for A 
perınanent solution to the Cyprus 
problem. 

Turkey wants a confederal 
arrangement in which the two 
zones have equal status. Greek 
Cypriots have also agreed to a bi- 
zonal federation, but the two sides 
in Cyprus have, since Turkish 
troops invaded the island in 1974, 
been unable to work out the details 
of such an arrangement. 


Helena §mılth in Nlcosla 
and James Meek in Moscow 


ESTERN diplomats are in- 
creasingly concerned that 
Turkey is contemplating a 
decisive break with the West ancl 
Hat the supreme expression of its 
disaffection coukl be war will 
Greece over Cyprus, a nigllmmare 
suemaiu which wuld pitch {wo 
members uf Nalo against each 


uther. 

But Cyprus has played elown Lal 
by Washinglon of anı inminend 
breakthrough in a miliary dinlague 


lo reduce tension along (he ci - 
fîre line dividing the island's Greek 
and Turkish Cypriol communities, 

On Munlay American vuvoy 
Carey Cavanitugh incl State Depart 
nıe spokesman Nicolas Burns aIt- 
nounced in Cyprus ancl Washington 
respevtively that an Agreemenl was 
close. 

But on Tuesday the Cypriot gov- 
ernment spokesman Yiannakis Cas- 
soulides denied the lwo sides wert 
on the brink of signing an agree’ 
ment. “We arv sllll talking about it." 
he sail, 

Mr Cassouliles addecl: "Presi 
dent [Glalcos] Cleridles las reiler- 
aled to Mr Cavanaugh lıis inlenılior 
to intervene in the military dialogue 
with our own military people ancl 
see whal is happening with the 
dialogue aml Iry to help il (o 
advance. Thats all." 

Many American diplomats be- 
lieve that Turkey, driven by a nation- 
alisı Islamic government, is a “loose 
cannon”, Ankara, playing an enfee- 
bled Russia off against Western 
powers by which it feels rebuffed, 
may be ready to resunıe a dominant 
role in the region. 

The Greeks, dismissing Turkey's 
war-like noises as “a cultivated 
climate of crisis", are refusing to 
budge from their support for 
Nicosia's plans to deploy, in about 
18 months, sophisticated S-300 anti- 
aircraft missiles from Russia. 

By the end of last week Turkey’s 
angry denunciations had turned 


Gun control . . . Palestinian girls walk past armed lsraeli police in Jerusalem's old city on their way 
al-Aqsa mosque on the first day of Ramadan last week 


PHOTOGRAPH: JEROME DELAY 


Israel split threatens West Bank deal 


mean abaıloning both territory 
and principles. 

In the heat of the debate, how- 
ever, few remember thal cven with 
dates fur the withdrawals, now (lue 
1o end by late Augusl 199%, (here is 
crucially no prior agreenienl on 
their extent — lındermining Mr 
Netanyahu's argument that Israel is 
surrendering its irreplaceable terri- 
torial cards befure talks on final 
slatus issuers such is settleruent, 
sovereignty aud Jerusalem, 

Yet as the domestic political 

temperature rose, negotiators again 
falled to close the Hebron deal. 
Israeli officials coınplained that the 
Palestinian side was re-opening 
extraneous issues at the last 
ıninute. 
@ At least 13 people were injured — 
two seriously — by bonıb attacks in 
central Tel Aviv last week in an 
incident attributed to Palestinian 
extremists lrying to undermine the 
peace process. 


Comment, page 12 
Washington Post, page 15 


coalition ministers are for the deal 
and seven against but three waver- 
ers could tip the balance — even 
though Ihe prime ntinister has an 
extra, casting vote. 

If the vote is eiglıt in favour and 
10 against, Mr Netanyahu — and 
tle Oslo accords between Israel and 
the Palestinians — will be in deep 
trouble. 

This Inounting nervousness 
reflects the fact that if both Hebron 
and lhe subsequent pullbacks go 
ahead, Likud and its political allies 
will face a moment of truth regard- 
ing their comntitment to a "Greater 
Israel". 

Ironically, Mr Netanyahu could 
be in a minority in cabinet yet still 
enjoy wide support in the 120-mem- 
ber Knesset (parliamen}) where 
Labour and other opposition parties 
are urging lim to follow the late 
Yitzhak Rabin and stick to the Oslo 
process. 

Twu ministers from the National 
Religious Party sald they might 
vote against the prime minister 
over a move which they said could 


lan Black In Tel Aviv 


SRAELS priıne minister, 

Binyamin Netanyahu, was facing 
sirong and possibly terminal opposi- 
lion from his government on Mon- 
day as negotiators — interrupted by 
a bomb threat — put the finishing 
touches to an elusive deal with the 
Palestinians over new withdrawals 
from the West Bank. 

Only hours after dramatic inter- 
vention by King Hussein of Jordan 
produced a compromise agreement 
linking a long-delayed pullout from 

| Hebron to three nıore pullbacks — 
and appeared to put the faltering 
peace process back on track — the 
Likud leader's ministerial cok 

les were more divided than 
EVET, 

As rightwing suitlers threatened 
mass hunger strikes, demonstra’ 
ons and other forms of direct 
Action, analysts calculated that Mr 
Netanyahu now has only the 
slimmesl of majorities for the 
controversial agreement. 

Of his l8&member cabinet, eight 


Mercenaries head for eastern Zaire 


turned briefly to Zaire last month in 
the hope of ending manths of riot: 
ing and protests against his corrupt 
rule, can no longer depend on ‘his 
soldiers — other than paratroopers 
trained by France and Belgiunı for 
his personal protection. 

Le Monde said 200 to 300 merce- 
naries were already available to 
serve İn Zaire, and hundreda more 
were being recruited, They include 
Europeans [rom several counties, 
South Africans and volunteers from 
Mozambique and Angola. 

Recruitment.was said to be in the 
hands of Alain Le Carro, a former 
police colonel] who was part of 
François Mitlerrand’g personal pro- 
tection unit before retiring in 1994. 
As head of a small security firm, he 
has worked with Ivory Coast and 
Burkina Faso leaders, 

He is assoclated with Robert 
Montoya, another former Blysée 
gendarme, reportedly in Zalre on 
contract for a South African com- 


‘pany, Executive Outcomes, wiuiclh 


had links with white mercenaries in 
the Angolan civil war. 


interventlon by - 


Rwandan border zone where rebel 
factions have routed Zaire's army. 
The French government, whose 


defence agreement with Zaire has 


been suspended because of human 
rights abuses, denied official in- 
volvement in plans to prop up the 
Zairean army, which collapsed ear 
lier this year, 

But iı the past — notably during 
Biafra's attempted secession from 
federal Nigeria in the 1960s — 
France has encouraged serving 
paratroopers to join active service 
units in Africa as mercenaries or 
iastructors. 

The recent 
French paratroopers to save the Core 
rupt government İn Bangul, In the 
Central African. Repubile, is a sign 
that the GaullisHed government is 
again ready to use force, to protect 
its interests, ٤ 

The use of mercenaries is Out- 
lawed by the . Organisalon of 
African Unity. Zaire, formerly the 
Belgian Congo,.has sufferecl inordi- 
nately from instability caused by 


mercenaries hired by secessionist . 


groups, aa İn Katanga. . 


But President Mobutu, who re- | Le Monde, page 13 


Paul Webster in Paris 


UNDREDS of mercenaries, led 

by French officers, are being 
recruited as part of a drive to retake 
eastern Zaire, according to reports 
that recall the use of hired foreign 
troops during earlier conflicts in the 
former Belgian colony, as well as 
Rlıodesia, Biafra and elsewhere in 
Africa. 

Military sources said the recrult- 
ment of mercenaries for a so-called 
White Legion — including British 
former members of the SAS — had 
intensified while Zaire's president, 
Mobutu Sese Seko, convalesced on 
lhe French Riviera after an opera- 
tion in Swilzerland. 

The recrultment programme was 
being closely monitored, the 
sources in Paris sald, adding that 
about 10 French officers were 
already operating In eastern Zaire 
with the local army. 

The French newspaper Le. 
Monde claimed.two former French 
presidential bodyguards were play- 
İng a leading role in recruitment 
that could result in several hundred 
European soldiers being sent to the 


Peru hostage hopes crumble 


would be nothing to discuss. 

Speaking at a newa confer- 
ence, Mr Palermo said he sent 
back a proposal tq form a com- 
milaslon to help negotiate a set- 
tlement to free the 74 hostages. 

The panel would be composed 
of representatives from the gOV- 
ernment, the rebels, the Red 
Cross and the Roman Catholic. 
Church. It would agree on a 
place for negotlations and anı. 
agenda which would include “all 
themes identifled in previous 
contacts”, Mr Palermo sald. 

He didn't comment on 
whether that included the 
freeing of rebel prisoners. . 

On Monday the rebels placed 
a sign in a window of the resi- 
dence asking for an interview 
with a local (elevision statlon to 
respond to Mr Palermo's pro- 
posal. Thé station, Channel 4, 
said it waş ready to send a news 


.Î .erew into the compound with the 
iÎ government's permission. There 


was no immediate response 


`Î from the government. — AP 


Washington Post, page 16 


Joseph Frazler In Lima 


OPES for the first real . 
Progress in weeks in Peru's 
crisis crumbled when 
the guerrillas demanded that 
the government produce a plan 
to free hundreds of jatled 
en. 
€ Tupac Amaru guerrillas 
have heen firm in that key . 
since taking over the 
residence of the Japanese . 
ambassador on December 17, 
and Preaident Alberto Fujimori 
just as firmly says he won't give 
in to it, 
The rebels and the govern- 
ment negotlator, Domingo 
0, had tentatively agreed 
to mect last Sunday, But Mr 
Palermo said no meeting was 
held after the rebels, in a mea- 
اا‎ the Red Cross, in- 
e “bring a proposal 
for the liberation of the [Tupac 
سا‎ 1 one 
qıtoted the guerrillas as 
saying that “otherwise it ia 
Preferable that the meeting not 
place” —. because there 


س 
مم 


largeted the informed consumer as 
one af the main obstacles (Goods 
for some are hal for uthers, Deceny. 
ber 15). ‘The logical outcome of the 
WTO's principles is that our 

in the future will be stocked with 
products labelled in such a way as to 
conceal bollı their country of origin 
and the substances they contain. 
The only solace is that the WTO wil 
also have to ban all brand-name 
logos, labels and advertising, in 
case these, too, lead to discrimk 
nation. 

Michael Fitzgerald, 

Jambi, Indonesia 


N THE illuminating essay by 

Glenn Frankel (Nigeria's rulers 
mix oil and money, December 29) 
he writes: “Gen Sani Abacha 
became the latest of a long line of 
Nigerian military maslers in 1993 
when he annulled the presiclenlal 
election . . ." The fact is that Gen 
Abacha did not annul the 1993 pres 
dential election. The then head of 
state Gen Ibrahim Babangicla did, 
bringing Nigeria to the brink of eco 
nomic, political and sociai collapse. 
Ugonna Wachuku, 
Geneva, Switzerland 


HE reaction {o the tragerly al 

Dunblane with the shouling of 
16 chilclren ancl their teacher was se ; 
sirong that Parliameıl has taken | 
steps 1o reduce the number of 1 
firearms in the UK. And righllys . 
Yet, in Rwanda ınanıy ınore clli 
have been killecl, maimed or or 
phanecl. The reactiun to this is nıin 
ınal. The tragedy of ilese children | 
evokes momentary pily. Burt notr 
ing strong enough to reduce the 
number of firearıms in Rwanda. 
JR Macey, 
Fort Myers, Florida, USA 


س 


1H JACK Straw's criticisnı of heredi 
tary peers (Straw lays into hi 
tary peers, January 1% lı 
concentratel more on the logical 
flaws of the institution rather than 
on ils history or the failing of 
viclual peers, his attack might 
carried more weight. The phil 
pher Thomas Puine poiıntecl out that 
the firstborn e eg 
achieved their position 

pling on all their younger brothers 


and sister's" — a poor qualification 
for making just laws. 
Harry Davis, 


Thames Ditton, Surrey 


ft"T"ORIES caught cheating 1" 
crucial vote” January 5} . 

just another example of how desper 

ate the Conservative government 

to hang on to power, What youl 

democracies make of these actiof®™ 

one dreads to think. 

Malcolm J Bel, 

Neath, West Glamorgan 
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Justin ME Martin, 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 


Prince on a 
sticky wicket 


HE Duke of Edinburgh has 
raised all kind of possibilities 


with his proposition (The week in 
Britain, January 5). A new form of 
game hunting night be devised in 
which the aim is to knock a pheas- 
ant out of the air with a treble- 
sprung piece of polished willow, or 
even a squash racket. 


By the same token, the English 


cricket team could be given hand 
guns which might be more effective 
against the fast bowling of the West 
Indies than the out-moded wooden 
bat. The Duke is absolutely right: 
we have failed to recûgnise the 
intrinsic similarity of cricket bats 
and guns, and lıave become far too 
hidebound. 

Gavin Weightman, 

London 


ITH reference to the Duke of 
Edinburgh's recent comment, 


can we now expect to read reports 
of the Duke hunting pheasant 
armed with a cricket bat? 

A Simons 


Camp Hill, Queensland, Australia 


HREE cheers for Prince Philip. 
His frequent utterances can only 
hasten the muchrhoped4or demise 
of this ridiculous monarchy and all 
the paraphernalia that attends it. 
Paul Kenton, 
Derby 


AS anyone ever managed to kill 
a wild stag with a cricket bat? 
Brian Reilly, 
Department of Clinical Engineering, 
Withington Hospital, Manchester 


Mixing cons 
and icons 


E THE paperbacks review by 

Nicholas Lezard January 12), I 
am not over familiar with Maclame 
Blavatsky or Krishnamurti but I aın 
sure readers would have found the 
allusion to Gurdjieff somewhat curi- 
ous. Quite a few Britislı icons are 
either followers or sympathisers of 
Gurdjieff's ideas — Peter Brooke, 
John Cleese and Warren Mitchell to 
name but a few. The American 
writer Kathryn Hulme also springs 
to mincl, as does Katherine Mans- 
fleld. In the 1930s, A R Orage, editor 
of the New Age, was one of Gurdji- 
eff's closest pupils. Orage was 
‘lescribed by T S Eliot as the “best 
leader writer aud finest literary 
critic of his day", 

Gurdjieff was a classic exponent 
of wlıat he called “genuine objective 
science", anıl his work could easily 
be described as a forerunner of 
Lovelock's wrilingê on Gaia. As we 
approaclı the end of this millennium 
with governments the world over 
lumbering from once crisis to 
anolher, to say nothing of ecological 


problems, economic and social cr 


sis, Gurdjieff's ideas are arguably 
more pertinent than ever before. 
Michael Kenneth Cowan, 

Crystal Waters; Attstralia 


N HIS comment on Latin Ameri 

can revolutionaries (No Future for 
Rebels Trapped in the Past, 
January 5) Richard Cott cites the 
Zapalistas rebels in Chiapas, Mex- 
ico, as an example of his stereotype 
of ineffective leftish rebellion. Bul 
last summer's conference in Chia- 
pas, hosted by the Zapatistas and at- 
tended by several thousand people 
from more than 40 nations (and 
with plans for another such en- 
counter to be held in Europe), 
demonstrates that the Zapatistas are 
a broadening political force. They 
have international influence and a 
nor-aligned political stance: they 
are not, as Mr Golt describes, a 
“localised guerrilla movement, orl 
Mexico's border with Guatemala 
[which] failed to ignite nuch activ- 
ity elsewhere”, 

One wonders if the presence of 
anı established popular ınovement in 
Chiapas may have increased the 
Guatemalan governments recent 
willingness to make unprecedented 
compromises towards peace there. 
The Zapatistas have made great 
progress in working with the Mexi- 
can goverument İn drafting the 
indigenous Riglıits and Culture 
Agreement, which has popular and 
Congressional support. Once it is 
signed by the balking Mexican pres- 
ident, Ernesto Zedillo, it will protect 
the basic hunıan and civil rights of 
indigenous Mexicans, under na- 
tional law. This is not the work of 
isolated extremists. To dismiss the 
Zapatista as such is folly. 

Roberta Casey, 

Australian Co-ordinator, Indigenous 
Rights Network, Longueville, NSW, 
Australia 


think meaningfully abou our culm 
mon affairs? To be taken seriously 
is a sign of respect antl friendship, 
not intrusion. 

Raymond le Goy, 

Harbledown, Canterbury 


REDICTABLY the remarks of 

Klaus Kinkel, the (erman for- 
eign minister, have riled the Tury 
Eurosceplics (Oulrage at Gerınan 
"meddling, January 12). Further- 
mıore his Intervention can and will 
be misrepresentecl as unwarranted 
imerference in rlomestic British 
politics. 

But hr speaks tlie trrcorfortable 
ıruth. For the British government's 
current policies affect the whole of 
the Eurupean Union, mot only ile 
UK. At the InterGovcernment Con- 
ference, time incl again, Britain hns 
blocked virtually every significant 
prapasal, threaleniug lo velo tleci- 
sîuns on which all the olher coun- 
lies nre agreerl, It ia nol a posilion 
that ens be sırstainctl. 

$o, wilhin a malter of months, 
Britain will have 1o choose whellher 
to be a consiructive parlner in the 
BU (which (dlovsn't mean agrceing 
lı everything, bud, rather, fighting 
fur the best possible outconıes) or 
whether to isolate herself, not just 
from Europe, but from significant 
infhıence in the 21s1 century world, 

Neither the US nar the major 
powers of Asin, Latin America ancl 

Africa would take seriously a Britain 
divorcel from the continent of 
which she is historically û part. 
Baroness Shirley Willianis, 

House of Lords, London 


HY the fuss over Klaus 
Kinkel? A person who lost the 
learlership of his own party and only 
remains in the Kohl cabinet to keep 
the higlly unpopular Free Denmo- 
cratic Party in {he coalition. 
David Eugland, 
Southport 


SEE thal the Health Secretary, 
Stephen Dorrell, is now making 

specches about Europe (The week 
in Britain, January 12). Is Ulis 
because: 
O Mr Dorrell is bored with running 
the NHS, particularly since it i8 now 
facing its most difficult winter in 
years; 
O Malcolnı Rifkind and Michael 
Howard are incapable of providing a 
coherent explanation of Govern- 
ment policy in tlıeir areas of respon- 
sibility; 
OQ CÛhairman Mawhinney, Depuiy 
PM Heseltine and John Major 
linıself dont have the firepower 
between (hem to communicate 
Government views across tlie range 
of policy issues; 

Q Everything Mr Dorrell does is 
designed to position himself for the 
coming Tory leadership election — 
one contest Mr Dorrell thinks a 
Conservative could win; 

OAlI ofthe above? 

Alan Leaman, 

Liberal Democrat Parliamentary 
spokesman, Mid-Dorset and North 
Poole, Corfe Mullen, Dorset 
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UR party leaders should have 
welcomed British interest 
being solicited by major leaders on 
the Continent after this country’s 
record of nursery-style pelulance 
lowards the rest of Europe last year. 
What is more natural, within the 
evercloser union to which we are 
vconmitted, than to encourage each 
other's governments and electors to 


Art in an angry 
frame of mind 


HE disappearance by theft or 

otherwise of large numbers of 
paintings by famous artists will be 
regretted by tiny proportion of the 
world's population (Works of art up 
for grabs, December 22). 

Having worked iı many counlries 
and experienced several cultures, I 
have never, ever felt that my inabil- 
ily to see, touch, hold, fondle or oth- 
erwise lust over a canvas by any 
artist (sic) hindered my ability to 
live a full and productive life. 

Tonce viewed a Picasso exhibition 
held in the Palais des Papes in Avi- 
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Rest oi the world £34 £83 £115 protlucts of the likes of David Hock- 


ney and Andy Warhol, 1 have always 
assumed, along with everyone else, 
that their attenıpts at art were llıe 
product of a highly developed sense 
of humour couplecl with a strong de- 
sire for money and adulation. 

Does anyone really think that any 
of these works have adcied one iota 
of benefit to the wellbeing of the 
huge numbers of people in the 
world who are poor, persecuted, 
starving, İgnorant and otherwise 
disadvantaged? 

Without wishing lo condone any 
unlawful activity Î would be quite un- 
cuncernccl if Rome of the more egre- 
ginus examples of such “art” were to 
be permkınently removed fron circu- 
lation andl if an enterprising individ- 
ual wanted to start a new career in 
ihe art liberation realm, well . . . 
there's a painting in the Canadian 
National Gallery in Otlawa entitled, 
Voice Of Fire, which consists of a 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 5 
Estonia freezes out Russians 


unemployed: most of the jobs he 
could apply for require him to speak 
Estonian. Nor does he have the 
vote, because although he has a res. 
idence permit, he has not applied 
for Estonian citizenship — he 
knows he would fail the stiff 
language test. 

“Its wrong,” he said. "This is my 
country, I have nothing in Russia. 
Estonlans are nice people, but their 
language is very difficult and I can't 
afford lessons, I don't know what I 
am any more." 

Disillusioned and often nostalgic 
for the certainties of Soviet days, 
the more than 1 million ethnic 
Russians living in Eslonia ancl 
neiglıbouring Latvia are fast becont- 


remarks a8 sabre-rattling designed 
to thwart Talllnn's hopes of becom- 
ing one of the first countries in east 
European to join the European 
Union. It points out that a fact- 
finding nıission from Moscow last 
year could find no serious violations 
of human rights. 

While basic human rights are not 
in question, Estonia's laws make life 
difficult for the one-third of its popu- 
tation, almost all Russian, that did 
not win citizenship after indepen- 
dence in 1989. 

Applicants for citizenship and the 
vote must pass an exam on the laws 
and constitution, in Estonian. The 
alternative is an alien's passport. 

Most observers agree {hal in 
tîme, as a new generatioıı grows lip 
speaking betler Estonian, the issue 
should subsicle. In tte short lerin, 
however, il is ereating problenıs, 


Jon Henley in Heisinki 


AVEL was born in the Eston- 
ian Soviet Socialist Republic 
44 years ago. His parents, 
from Smolensk, were among the 
600,000 mainly Russian immigrants 
who flooded in as part of Moscow's 
policy of “sovietising” its empire. 

He went to a Russian school, 
where he spent only three weeks 
learning Estonian. He read Russian 
papers, watched Russian television, 
and worked in a Russian factory in 
Tallinn, where nearly half the popu- 
lation was, and still is, Russian, He 
married a Russian woman. 

Now, apart from a bit of black 
market ımoney-changing, Pavel is 


ing an issue beyond both countrtes’ 
borders. 

Last week they received support 
from the Kremlin. Russia's foreign 
minister, Yevgeny Primakov, urged 
economic sanctions against Estonia 
to force it to end the alleged dis- 
crimination, adding weight to a call 
from the Russian lower house of 
parliament last year for similar 
measures against Latvia. 

Although supportive of the Ballic 
states' new (lemocracies, Western 
governmenls, too, are showing Con- 
cern. Last month the US ambas- 
sador to Stackholm publicly urged 
Estonia and Latvia to (lo more lu 
integrate people of Russian origin. 

Eslonin (lismisset Mr Primakov"s 
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Anti-cancer 
agent found 
in grapes 


Tim Radford 


RAPES and wine contain a 

natural antidote to cancer, 
scientists reported last week, a 
discovery that could help ex- 
plain the so-called “French para- 
dox” — the lower rates of heart 
disease and cancer of nations 
such as France, Italy and Spain. 

John Pezzuto of the Illinois 
College of Pharmacy in Chicago 
and other acientists reported in 
the US journal Science that they 
tested a plant substance called 
resveratrol and found it showed 
cancer-preventing activity in 
three major stages of tumour 
formation. ‘They found high 
quantities of rcaveratrol in 
grapvs and freah grape skin, and 
up to three milligrams per litre 
in red wine, “Appreciable 
amounts are also found in white 
and roné wines," they report. 

Resveratrol acted as anı anti- 
oxidant and antimutagen, block- 
ing other cell-changing agents 
from starting cancer, It also 
neted in a number of way's to 
stop the promotion of cancer, 
| ind inhibited the progress of 

human leukncmia-cell fortma- 
ton, Cancer is the largest cause 
of death worldwide, taking one 
life in five, 

"Resveratrol merits inveslign- 
tion as @ potential cancer cheti10- 
preventive agent,” Lhe scientists 
conclude. 

Nobody knows for certain 

what resverutrul does in plants. 

, thas been found in at least 72 
species, including mulberries, 

1 peanuts and grapes, It is thought 

! to he one of a class called phy- 

; lonlexins, produced by plants 

| when they are stressed by fungal 

attack, 

Wine — and red wine in par- 
fleular— was alreudy known to 
offer some kind of protection 
afainst heart disease. This may 

because it prevents the build- 
up of platelets in the blood. 

The latest discovery supports 
what herbalists and botanists 
Say: many planta contain useful 
and as yet unidentified agents 
for the treatnıent and preventlon 
of disease — including cardio- 
vascular diseases and cancer, 
And it reinforces the new inter- 
est in low-fat and high-fibre dieta 
38 a way of reducing cancer risk. 
The US Natlonal Cancer 
Institute believes that dlet is 
responsible for 35 per cent of all 
cancers, 

But Dr Pezzuto ia not, for the 
time being, recommending 
chemotherapy by the claret glass 
Or a prophylactic pinot noir. 
Alcohol is dangerous in other 
ways. Grapes and grape juices 
would be a healthier choice. : 
We are a bit concerned,” said 
Dr Pezzuto. “Obviously this ia 
related to the so-called Frernıch 
Paradox, with wine congumptlon 
being inversely related to heart '. 


“The good news is that we 
have things in wine and grape . 
Products that can possibly : 
Prevent cancer, The other side of 


the coin is that there tends.to be 
A positive correlation 


between . ı |: 
Cancer and alcohol —- with breast ' 


Cancer, for example. So at best:' ` 
What we have here ls aome kind 


Of neutralising effect... 8 


esse SONE AaNE 


Security men guard hie hospital in Moscow where Boris Yeltain is being treated for pneumonia. The 


E a ES E o f 


president had been back at work for just two weeks after recovering from a heart operation PHOT: UAH 


without an agreement ûn the ne» 
security purtnership. 

“We are listening lû Russian cor 
cerns," a senior Nali suurve said 
this week, "There is, however, w 
question uf giving Russia — or am 
one else — a veto over Nalo det 
sions... If (the sevurily agreemel 
needs more time to negotiale df 
nalise, so be if. In any event r 
Nato summit will decile whi 
countries we want to begin nego 
ing with about membership.” 

The most el mod ob 
brought into the alliance arê 
Hungary and the Czech Republic: 
Slovenia also appears to be a fron 
runner. 

Bowing to fierce Russia objet, 
tions, Nato will not include Eston ı 
Latvia and Lithuania in the fist 
phase of enlargement. 


Comment, page 12 
Washington Post, page 15 


Monday prepared public opinion of 
a military campaign after the ary 
said Ethiopian forces had 
two border towns. ا‎ 
State radio and television an 
cast patriotic and military S083 
poetry, along with messae® i 
porting the government aid 2 
ing what they called the E 
ression. 
e radio said ییا‎ De 
brigade of the paramilitary + 
Defence Forces was preparing 
leave Khartoum to head towa" 1 
the border towns of Kurnk 0 
Qeissan, about 600kn) sout' 
the capital. 2 
President Omar Hassan a} Bashi 
has called for “general mob! 
agaiust the threat but the ا‎ 
ment has not announced 
specific compulsory measure , 
Diplomats in the Kenyan e 
Nairobi, said the upsurge in fi k 
in Sudan was the reason 
cancellation of a visit to Ke e 
Mr Bashir tlıis week. Mr Bashir 
fo have had talks with Pres. 
Daniel arap Mol but e ا‎ 


ıninistry said the visit 0 


reasons. i~ Reuter 


.| cancelled. The ministry 


plans to expand the alliance (o 
states iıı ceniral Europe. 

Under proposals to be discussed 
with the Russian government nexl 
week, 15 Nato states and Russia 
would set up a new security council 
as part of the proposed Nato/ Russia 
Atlantic Charter. 

The joint council would try to 
find agreement on such issues as 
arms reductions and action to com- 
bat nuclear proliferation, and on 
joint security missions such as that 
in Bosnia. But the Russian govern- 
ment will be told that it will not be 
given a veto on key alliance policies, 
above all, enlargement. 

When he meets the Russian 
foreign minister, Yevgeny Pri- 
makov, in Moscow next week the 
Nato secretary-general, Javier 
Solana, will underline the alliance's 
determination to take the first steps 
towards enlargement at its summit 
in Madrid this summer — with or 


Victorla Engstrand 
In Asmara, Erltrea 


HE Sudan People's Liberation 
Army said on Tuesday that a 
joint rebel force had captured key 
Sudanese government arnıy gar- 
risons at Al-Kali, Daimonsour and 
Shali aFFil in the southern Bluc Nile 
region. 

lis spokesman in Eritrea, Yassir 
Arman, said tle operation was car- 
ried out by a joint force of the um- 
brella opposition group, the National 
Democratic Alliance, “NDA forces 
in the satuthern Blue Nile area 
caplurecl these strategic garrisons,” 
Mr Arman said. 

Qn Sunday the rebels said they 
lad captured Kurmuk and some 
army garrisons in the Blue Nile 
province in the first big combined 
operation by northern and southern 
opponents of the [slamistdominated 
government in Khartoum. 

In Khartoum, an armed forces 
stalement referred only obliquely to 
a rebel role, saying that Ethiopian 
forces were operating along with 
what it called “remnants of agents 
and mercenaries”, 

The Sudanese government on 


the Russians and refuse lo speak 
the Belarussian language. Belarus 
was the workshop of the Soviet 
Union, and the severing of ties with 
Russia shatterecl its econonty. 

Moscow bus resisted unification 
on econoınic grounds, fearing it 
would import the inflation and un- 
employment of the least successful 
post-Soviet economy İn the region, 
where market reforms have barely 
started. But tlıe Russian military 
would welcome reunification. 

In reality, Mr Yeltsin's letter may 
be primarily for consumption in 
Brussels, and the Russian govern- 
ment might hate to have its bluff 
called. Mr Lukashenko said: “If 
Boris Nikolayevich [Yeltsin] is 
ready, you know my position: I1 have 
long been ready.” 

Meanwhile Nato is ready to 
broaden the field of future security 
co-operation with Russla in an effort 
to overcome Moscow's fears about 
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Evidence of HK ‘cover-up’ Sudan rebels make gains 


and passporis have a special 
potency in the public imagination. 

Perlaps even murkier than the 
administration's role is that of a se- 
nior Chinese official in the colony, 
Chen Zuo'er. Mr Leung caused 
gasps in the domed council cham- 
ber when he acknowledged holding 
a hasty nıeeting with Mr Chen in a 
coffee shop in Wanchai on July 5 — 
the afterncon lie "resigned", 

Mr Leung had initially tokl legis. 
lators thal he had done “nothing in 
particular" that day except telephone 
his wife, but he quickly changed his 
story when a Democratic Party 
member of Ihe panel, Cheung Man- 
kwong, revealed a telephone tip-off 
that Mr Leung hal been seen in 
Wanclıai with the Beijing official. 

Mr Leung then said he had spent 
"about 10 minules" with Mr Chen, 
deputy head of the Chinese (lelega- 
tion lo the Joint Liaison Group 
JLC) overseeing the transition. 


Before losing lis job, Mr Leung 


irequenlly attended JLG meetings 
on immigration issues. There has 
been speculation, all of it so far uıi- 
sırbslantiated, that he may have 
leaked secrets about passports or 
other matters to China. 


David Hearst In Moscow 


| ] NDERLINING its determina- 
tion to resist Nalo's plans lo 

expanıl eastwards, Russia on 
Monday raisecl the possibility of 
expanding weslwards in a union “of 
sone kind or anolher” with Belarus. 

Presidenl Boris Yeltsin wrote to 
ıhe president of Belarus, Alexander 
Lukashenlto, saying tlie two states 
should consider holding a referen- 
dum oun unification. This could 
involve a single government, Cur- 
renty, Rystem of taxation and en- 
ergy supply. 

The letter saicl tlıe union betweerı 
ıhe two former Soviet republics hadl 
hevome n realily, and that sleps 
should now lx taken to bring them 
logctbher, according to Mr Yellsin's 
spokesıuan, Sergei Ynsirzlıemsky. 

Mr Lukashenko has become the 
West's leaut-loved eastern European 
lead of slate since winning a refel- 
cntlum thal extended his powers 
and des{royed a united opposilion in 
parliament. The Council of Europe, 
which promotes democracy and 
human rights, suspended Belarus's 
special guest status this week, say- 
ing its new legislature had no deıno- 
cratic legitimacy. 

‘The unification idea, long talkecl 
about but never acted upon, is 
intended as a shol across Nato's 
bows. One of the Moscow admitt- 
isiration's nationalists, Sergei 
Shakrai, was said to be behind the 
scheme. “Shakrai consiclers that the 
most effective answer lo Nato's 
expaıısion eastwards would be real 
unification between Russla and 
Belarus," Interfax said. 

The plan is music to the ears of 
Mr Lukashenko, wlıo said last Sun- 
day that he enjoyed playing younger 
brother to Mr Yeltsin. 

Russian border guards control 
Belarus's western borders with 
Poland, and the Russian prime min- 
ister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, ınedi- 
ated in the recent constitutional 
conflict between Mr Lukashenko 
and his parliament. 

Unification is popular in Belarus, 
especially with the depressed rural 
population who never considered 
themselves ethnically different from 


Andrew Higgins In Hong Kong 


N TESTIMONY assailing the cred. 

ibility of the Hong Kong govern- 
ment, the protagonist of the colony's 
biggest political scandal in years last 
week demolished the official ver- 
sion of his mysterious departure as 
head of the immigration department, 
which issues Britlsh passports. 

Stonewallecl for weeks by a 

pracession of witnesses claiming 
ainesig, shredded docuntents ancl 
official scerecy, a panel of Hong 
Kang legislators heard dramatic nw 
evidence 1hal points lo a cover) hy 
Gov Chris Palen's aduyinlstratiurt 
and stokes suspicion about China's 
artes lo sensitive information. 

Inurvnce Leung, who holds au 
OBE unl worked in Ihe colonial 
civil service for 31 years, told the 
terislative council Hat he had nol 
reigned fur “personal reasons", as 
daiued repeatedly by the gover 
menl, bul hacl been forced to (uit as 
inıntigratiun chicl, 

Mr Patten is currently irı Brilain. 
With only six months to go before 
China fakes uver Hong Kong, the 
saga has mesmerisel the colony, 
where {hemes of intrigue, betrayal 


The Week 


ABY MILK manufacturers 
have been accused of 
“systematic” breaches of the 
Internatlaunal Code of Marketing 
of Breast Milk Substitutes in a 
sludy by 27 charilcs, churches 
and other organisations. The 
findings were rejevted by the 
industry's governing body. 


OME 40,000 white-collar, 
cur and shipyard workers 
marched in protcals in Seoul but 

there were few indications the 
strike hacl lived up to its bling 
as the biggest in South Koreas 
history, and It failcd to bring the 
cupikıl to a standstill, 
La Moncle, page 13 
Echoes of Britain, page 19 


N DEFIANCE of the war 

eriınes Iribunal in The Hague, 
the international community is 
ready to direct $1.5 billion of 
cconomic aid to the Busnian 
Serb republie witlıout an agreed 
timetable for the handover of in- 
dicted Bosnian war criminals. 


OLDIERS from Burundi'a 
Tutal-dominatced army slot 
dead 126 Burundian Hutu 
refugecs wlio (ried to escape from 
a local detemion centre after 
being expelled from Tanzania, 
an army spokesman enid. 


EFT with a cache of lıighly 

euriched uraniunı from the 
Sovlet era, Georgia officials are 
offering the radioactive material 
for sale — on condition that it is 
not used for military purposes. 


HE Kenyan government has 

fniled to halt widespread 
torture of menı, women and 
children, which involves electric 
shocks and sexual abuse, 
Amnesty [International sald. 


EVEN second world war vet- 

eranıs became the first black 
soldiers of that conflict to be pre- 
sentecl with the Congressional 
Medal of Honour, the highest US 
military award, 52 years after 
the event. 


OTHER TERESA, aged 86, 

is widely expected to step 
down as head of the Mission» 
aries of Charity order because of 
poor health. 


MAOIST guerrilla group 

attacked a rcmote police 
station in southern India with 
explosives, killing 16 policemen 
and (wo eivilinun prisoners. 


COMMIITER uirliner 
ntlempting lo land in Detrolt 
iı poor weather plungcedl into i1 
snowy Rell and expludcd in a 
fireball, killin all 29 passengers 
anl erew on board, 
Washington Post, pilıga 15 


AS5 murder charges have 

been brought against three 
Greeka after the government 
saicl it fenred that more thon 28Û 
would-be immigrants from Asia 
had died in a collision at sea off 
Sicily on Christmas Day. 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 7 
Golf ousts rice fields in Vietnam village 


the project was not just for golfers, 
“The residents will have a new life 
in the future through Daewoo's 
development of local human re- 
sources,” he said. 

Daeha said it had reached agree- 
ment with the government on com- 
pensation for the farmers, and it was 
now up to the local authorities to 
pay out. 

"We want the money we are sup” 
poscd to get accorcling to the guv- 
ernment decision. With the amoıınt 
they have offered us, we cantıo( 
live," sail a barefoot woman willı a 
child in her arms, 

‘Ihe people uf Tho Da, who (are 
nat leave their village for fear of 
being arresletl, xay (hey want the 
dispute to end. They say (lal (he 
prime miniMer, Yo Van Kiet, or 
some high-ranking government ofli- 
cial, should inervene. — Reuter 


y money . 


If you keep money offshore, yûu may havè all the uunfıdence 
of knowing it is ın a secure anvironmnent earnıng a competitive 
rate of inlerest. But what about getting your hands on it whan 


ment trade and investment promo- 
tion agency. 

Suuth Korea ranks fifth in a grow- 
ing list of countries that have com 
panies investing in Vietnam's 
burgeoning economy, and Daewoo 
is the biggest single İnvestor. After a 
run of press reports criticising 
South Korean firms for mistreating 
employees in Vietnam, Daewuo is 
taking no chances. 

As Daeha, the joint venture that 
will buill the golf cuurst as parl af a 
$177 million prajeel, stonewnlled 
inquiries last wevk, Darwoo’s chair= 
man arrivetl unannounced in Harti, 
The Hanui Moi rlaily qunted 1 
Wawrchoong as assuring the Hanui 
People's Conuuitee chairmuin hat 
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Public demonstrations are rare in 
communist Vietnam, are rapidly put 
(lown, and are alınost never reported, 
This one has beeıı blacked out in 
the official media, and the local 
authorities say nothing untoward 
has happened. 

But many fear such disputes will 
accur increasingly as cconomic de- 
velopment cııuses a clash belween 
ihe conmunist tenet thal all lund 
belongs lo the slate and the peoples’ 
generalions-old sense of communal 
ownership. 

“The biggest concern is whether 
this is just a one4ine Irouble ur 
whether it will occur again," sail 
Han Jvunghyun, the Hanoi dirvelor 
of Kulri, a Soulh Kurean guvern- 
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cleterımined to get “fair” compensa- 
tion befure the South Korea Dae- 
woo Group ancl a local parlner move 
in their bulldozers. 

Their wrangle with the local au- 
thorities responsible for paying com- 
pensation has erupted into clashes 
with the security forces Lwice in the 
past year, In May a woman was 
killed ancl scores injured when 
police began ripping up the villagers’ 
rice plants, Four people were jailed. 

Dozens were lurt again on 
December 30, when they battlecl 
wilh police armed wilh eleviric 
procs ancl tear gas on a new access 
{rack acruss the ficlds. The villagers 
burned a lorry anl other vehicles to 
stop lhe track being completed. 
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John Chalmers in Tho Da 


HE riot police lave not heen 

back to Tho Da, not since 

hunclreds of men, women 
and children beat them off last 
month witlı sticks and stones. 

“We will fight again,” an old 
woman cried from an animatecl 
crowd standing al {he entrance {o 
the village, on the northern eclge of 
lhe Vietnamese capital, Hanoi. 
“This is our land antl people will 
sacrifice their lives far it." 

The villagers grudgingly accept 
that he rice fielkls ihat have sup- 
portecl lheın ancl their ancestors for 
centuries will soon be turned into 
an 18# hole golf course, but they ire 


Portugal finds 
new twist in 
Nazi gold trail 


Ed Vulllamy 


OCUMENTS first unveilecl in 

the Unitecl States last Sunday 
show thal papers un whicl an eco- 
nomic historian in Lisbon is work- 
ing at lhe Bank of Portugal will 
prıve conclusively lhat Switzerkınd 
sell as an imernalional banking 
ud laundering agent, and even in- 
surance broker. lo the Third Reich. 

Truf Joaquin dt Cusla Lele was 
vcunfîrmed lasl week iıs living been 
appuintedl by the Bank uf Portugil 

| lo invesligale allegutions Lat the 
counlry's fasist regime was ihe 
| stol biggest recipient, aller 

Suizerlancl, of gall looted (luring 

Nizi conquests, including bullion 
„ bars, trinkels from jewellers’ shops, 
| amd gold from the teeth of those 

tho lied in the deatlı camps. 

For just under a month he con- 
luctecl a secrel one-man invesliga- 
lion at the archive. But the latest 
chapter in the scandal has cast the 
spotlight on him and his country. 

e existence of the top secret 
documents was made public by the 
United States Senate banking conı- 
miltee chairman, Alfonse D'Amato, 
who has spent months investigating 
the disappearance of looted gold. 
He said they showed that at the 
zenith of the Nazi pogrom, the 
Swiss National Bank sent 280 lorry- 
loads of looted gold to the two 

Ist countries on the Iberian 
Peninsula. The lorries carrying the 

gold, worth between $200 million 
and $500 millon, bore the Swiss 
national emblem, and were insured 

companies. Spain and Por- 
tugal, although sympathetic to the 

h, were officially neutral during 

war. 

The vice-president of the Swiss 
Nalionnl Bank, Jean-Pierre Roth, 
said on Monday that the figure was 
une-fourth of the amount claimed by 
Senator D'Amato, that 70 lorries 
had bcen sent, and that the ship- 
"ents were in keeping with Swiss 
ا‎ But it n . 

at the country is being 
çDlackmailed”" ج‎ its . 

inquiry is adequate to the 
lask of locating the Nazi gold. 1 
, The combination of the discovery 
in Washington and Prof . Seites 
appointment will force the. in- 
vesligatlon, which has been trying 
'0 trace the the gold from the Reich 
iy ilzerland and then on to final 
ل‎ nations, to look in the opposite 
irection, back from one.of the key 
destinations to Switzerland. . 


6 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Progressives make 
their presence felt 


Sanders stayed. As mayor during 
the growth years of the 1980s, he 
built low-income housing and day- 
care centres, cleaned up Lake 
Champlain and shifted the revenue 
base from property tax to sales 
taxes on utilities and the thriving 
restaurant and hotel trade. 

In his successful! 1990 campaign 
for Congress, he was able to garner 
rural votes because his Republican 
incuntbentt had voted for the assault 
weapons ban in a state filled witlı 
hunters. “Socialists against gun corn” 
rol" is an unusual slogan, but this 
was (he message thal got him to 
Congress. Sandlers has since voted 
for the assault weapons ban, which 
annoyed the National Rlle Associa- 
tion, but he also voted against the 
1993 Bratly bill to impose a five-day 
wailing period before a firearm 
could be bought. 

In an interview last week, 
Sanders also sounded remarkably 
indulgent about Clinton, who many 
on. the left distrust for his devout 
pursuit of free trade, and his readi- 
ness to co-operate with the Republi- 
can8 İn balancing the budget and 
saying that “the era of hig govern- 
ment İs over’, 

“î think Bill Clinton really tried İn 
his first two years in office," 
Sanders said. “His first budget, in 
1993, was reasonably progressive. 
His tax reform was clearly progres 
sive, cutting the taxes on the work’ 
ing poor, and only the richest 4 per 
cent saw their taxes increased, But 
nobody in America knew that. The 
Republicans were allowed by the 
media to portray it as the biggest 
lax Increase in the history of the 
world. When 1 went speaking in my 
own district about the budget, peo- 
ple would tell me they didn't know 
the reality. I told President Clinton 
about this, and he just said yeah, he 
knew It, and they just couldn't get 
the news out. And then on health 
reform, when Clinton did the right 
thing, the media just ripped the shit 
out of him.” 

Sanders identified four big issues 
for the Progressive Caucus to 
develop. The first is the continuing 
crisis of affordable healthcare. The 
second İs the sharp and widening 
disparity in incomes, more marked 
now than it has been for more than 
60 years, in which the richest 1 per 
cent own more than the bottom 
90 per cent of Americans, The third 
is “the crisis of our democracy, not 
just the falling turnout, but the way 
it is now financed and owned by 
corporate money and millionaires". 

Sanders's fourth point, the one 
tlıat seems most to ignite his out- 
rage, is “the corporate control over 
our media, which means most 
Americans just don't know that 
healthcare is free in places like 
Britain, that a college education is 
free or at least affordable, that most 
olher advanced countries don't 
share out their weallh in this divi- 
give way". 

"The reason is pretty simple, 
Most Americans get their news 
from the four big TV networks. ABC 
is owned by Disney. NBC is owned 
by General Electric, CBS is owned 
by Westinghouse. Fox is owned by 
Rupert Murdoch. You just don't see 
those corporations reporting on 
trade unions, on the wealth gap, on 
the fact that over 90 per cent of the 
budget cuts the last Congress 
passed were taken from the poor". 

It is refreshing, albeit rare, to 


The US this week 
Martin Walker 


US House Speaker Newt Gingrich and his wife, Marianne, leave a prayer service in Washington before 
last week's vote, in which he was narrowly re-elected to his post, With both Clinton and Gingrich tainted 
by acandal, something different is stirring in the body politic PHOTOGRAPH: CHARLES REX ARBOGAST 


liberals, on the silogan “the idea that 
nothing can be done reflects the 
complacent sense of the privileged 
that nothing need be done”. The 
campaign's pamphlet, Taking Back 
Our Future, is a thoughtful analysis 
of the American dilemma, that as 
the linchpin and guarantor of the 
new global economy it la still failing 
to provide a rewarding and secure 
living for vast numbers of ordinary 
Americans, and failing to offer 
decent prospects of improvement 
for many more. 

“There is no natural law that dic- 
tates growing insecurity and rising 
inequality. The new economic reali- 
ties do not require surrender to un- 
trammelled markets but new policy 
responses that serve the public 
good. The global economy that 
makes government action more dif- 
ficult also makes it more neces- 
sary," the pamphlet argues. It calls 
for a restoration of the American 
social contract, full employment 
policies, corporate accountabilily, 
and a global trading regime that in- 
sists on protecting the environment 
and workers’ rights. 


MERICA'S trade unions, 
A are seeing a ınodest 

rise in membership after 30 
years of steady decline, and after 
the election of a new generation of 
refornmrminded leaders who have 
battled the old Mafia corruption, 
represent the main base of the new 
caucus. The qew leaders of the AFL- 
CIO, John Sweeney and Richard 
Trumka, have set an ambitious 
agenda, determined not just to de- 
fend the interests of their 13 million 
members, but to rebuild their politi- 
cal influence, deploy the financial 
power of their pension funds and 
plunge $30 million this year into 
aggressive recruiting. 

“We intend to harness workers’ |: 
pension money in order to make 
corporations more responsible to ke 
workers, to create jobs at home, to | stream media refuses to ta ek 
create job security,” Trumka told |. notice. Still, under sprightly ne. 
the meeting last month of the AFL | itorship, The Nation, with The 
ClO’s 54member executive council. | tion of 110,000, now outsels Dis: 

Last year the unions ploughed; |: New Republic. The q' f less. 
$35 million into some 60 carefully ı j sent, despite a 1 and Th 
chosen Congressional seats, where’ | thar 13,000, is inpressive, AM ov, 
new Republicans wlth marginal.| Amerlçan Prospect, with 4 
majorities were-seen as vulnerable. '|: circulation ". of 15,000, 
This effort did not overturn the Re- , ‘required reading. To P™ 
publican. majority, but. helped slash 1 8 
itin half; not a bad showing, consid- 
.êring that corporate donors, chant 
bers of ' commerce and other:|. 200,000 copies a month: 
panicked business groups scram | faces a long march, butt 
bled to finance the Republicans to Î is looking more friendly. 


weck for American demo- 

cracy, with its two political 
leaders each engulfed in ethical nas- 
liness, Newt Gingrich was narrowly 
reelecled Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, with nine nıem- 
bers of his party refusing to vote for 
lıim, and many others holding their 
noses. President Bill Clinton, 
preparing for his sccond Inaugurar- 
tion, started the new political year 
with the Supreme Court hearing 
formal arguments over a sickening 
allegation of sexual lıarassment 
againat him. But these dispiriting 
events were redeemed by one hope- 
ful sign that something different is 
slrring in the body politic, 

Dismayed by Clinton's centrism, 
and his readiness to embrace tax 
culs and to eviscerate welfare, the 
Democratic left is enjoying a nod- 
cast but significant revival. Last 
weck, 52 Democratic Congressmen 
signed up for the year’s first meet’ 
ing of the Progressive Caucus, a 
body that claimed only five mem- 
bers in 1990. 

“This forum wil be a showcase 
for policies that advance the inter- 
ests of all the people and promote 
the principles of economic justice 
and non«liscrimination," promised 
Congressman Bernie Sanders, 
chairman of the Progressive Cau- 
cus, an independent who is the only 
socialist in the House. His agenda of 
economic populism, Lax increases 
for the rich, Keynesian public 
investment and scepticism over 
Clinton's strategy of free Lradle is ral- 
lying increasing support among 
trade unions, minorities, public 
interest and environmental groups, 
and liberal Democrats. 

“It is terribly important that a 
block has now emerged in Con- 
gress of people who are conunitted 
to the interests of working and low- 
income people, and it reflects the 
alarm with the shamefully low 
turnout of voters,” Sanders said, “A 
lot of low-income people have given 
up on our democracy because thelr 
interests have been ignored. The 
Demoeratic party has moved very 
far to the right under Bil Clinton, 
antl what we are sceing now is the 
reaction against that trend." 

Sanders has been reelected to 
Congress four times by the people 
of Vermont, who knew him first as a 
thoroughly decent mayor of 
Burlington am so are not fright- 

ened by the "socialist" label. His 
father was a paint salesman İn Flat- 
bush, and Sanders carıe to Vermont 
ia 1968, in that wave of commuite- 
seeking young hippies, radicals and 
antkwar students seeking rural 
alternatives, Unlike most of them, 


Te HAS been a dreadful 


hear this kind of passion coming 
from somewhere other than the 
rabid right-wing of US politics, And 
while Sanders is unique in Con- 
gress, the interesting feature of the 
Progressive Caucus is the way it has 
attracted a growing number of 
prominent Democrats. Maxine Wa- 
ters, the California Congresswoman 
who leads the Black Caucus, spoke 
at the Progressive meeting last 
week, and the Democratic whip, 
David Bonlor, is showing promising 
signs of becoming the kind of 
aggressive leader for the Democrats 
that Gingrich became for the 
Republican radicals in the 19808, He 
may not yet be swinging Gingrich's 
scalp from his belt, but Boniors 
relentless pursuit of the Speaker on 
ethics charges has already crippled 
Gingrich’s leadership, demoralised 
much of his party, and invigorated 
the Democratic minority. 

The Democratic radicals are also 
now fighting on the most favourable 
terrain, defending social security, 
that core achievement of the New 
Deal, and Medicare and Medicaid, 
two of the hallmarks of Lyndon 
Johnson's Great Society pro- 
grammes. These are the ideological 
heartland, capable of rallying most 
Democrats, some liberal Republi- 
cans and broad public support. As 
the Republicans lose steam in their 
pursuit of Gingrich's “conservative 
opportunity society’, the Democrats 
at last know what they are fighting 
for once again, 

A key figure in the rebuilding of 
the progressive movement has been 
Robert Borosage, of the leftist 
think-tank the Institute af Policy 
Studies. He believes that the conser- 
vative era in American polltics, 
marked by the Reagan presidency 
and the Republican recovery of 
Congress, is drawing to a close as 
the social costs of the free market 
and free irade years beconie more 
apparent. The coming of Job insecu- 
rity to the middle aged and middle 
class has been matched by new cur- 
rents of concern among the young. 
“For most young people, economic 
insecurity, moral vacuity and 
palitical scandal have been almost all 
they have known," he said, Borosage 
believes that the environmental 
movement, the women's movement, 
and the unusually high black and 
Hispanic votes cast in last year's 
election point to the potential for 
building a progressive constituency. 

Last year he set up the Campaigh 
for America's Future, with funds 
from trade unlons and sympathetic 


outspend the unions by a margin of 
elght to one. Despite Republican 
crowing that they beat off 
the union's challenge, Sweeney 
declares himself quite content wilh 
the result. 

“We drove the national agenda in 
race after race, and the result will be 
a seaxchange in the new Congress | 
as it legislates uncler the spotlight of 
a family agenda insleal of the Cor 
tract oni America,” he said. e! 
were happy the president ااا‎ 
elected, happy that we won in alt 
of congressional races, but the rei , 
happiness is with ourselves, whil 
we are developing in energy an 
enthusiasm (rom workers. 
f'm asked, will we spend as mud 
money next time, 1 say ‘more ll! 
was money well spent." 

Two structural events hore | 
recently transformed the situation. 
and reversed the historic decline of 
US unions. The first las been the 
co-operation of union reformers 
with the courts and the federal gû 
ernment to scour out the cancer o 
organised crime and the 
which perverted large swaths ofthe 
labour movement. Tlie triul 
re-election of Ron Carey last 
as president of tlie Teamsters, oC 
a byword for corruption, SUES 
that this battle is finally being WO 

The second struclural chang 
has been the way the unions have a 
last accepted that they Inhabit 4 
vice economy, not the tional 
dustrial system in which they ied 
They are recruiting hard anıong 
ethnic minorities, . 
and service workers, and building 
base beyond public eni 
and what industrial re-ofı! 
has left ofthe old factories. the 

It would be premature to hall اا‎ 
rebirth of anı American left, but 1 
rat has stopped and the patient 

and 
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to know whal's golng on. There's A 
general assumption that tiie loyalist 
ceasefire is slowly disintegrating. 

“1 elon't know what the position is. 
We have seen a couple of serious 
incidents attributed to loyalists. We 
will be asking Sir Patrick Mayhew 
to give us a formal assessment of 
the situation. It looks as though the 
loyalist ceasefire is in danger of col- 
lapsing. I hope that's not the case 
and 1hat will not happen, We want to 
haul it back ratlıer than lip it over 


Loyalist ceasefire on edge 


LETTER bomb that injured 
Vivek Chaudhary In Belfast 


two security guards at the 
tondon offices of an Arab newa- 
paper was postmarked Alex- 
andrla, Egypt, indicating it may 
ıe the work of [Islamic militants, 


that the loyalist ceasefire remained 
intact. But David Trimble, leader of 
the Ulster Unionist Party, said it ap- 
peared to be “disintegrating”. 

The comments came as nuulti- 
party talks reopened in Belfast 
following a one-month recess, and 
against a backdrop ol ihe increased 
IRA attacks and clnimıs that loyalist 
paramilitaries have breached their 
own ceasefire arl the Mitchell 
principles on non-violence by carry- 
ing out at leasl 1wo bonıb attacks ûıı 
leading republicans. 

Delegates spent ınost of Monday 
at Stormont insisting that ihe 
Government clarify its position on 
the loyalist ceasefire, declarecl by 
the Combined Loyalist Military 
Command, Tliey also want the’ Ciov- 
ernment to (lecide whether or nul 
the paraniilllaries' representatives 


— the Progressive Unionist Party, 
which is closely linkecl to the out- 
lawed Ulster Volunteer Force, and 
lhe Ulster Democratic Party, for the 
outlawed Ulster Defence Assoria- 
tion — should continue taking part 


N RUC patrol came under 
mortar attack in west Belfast 
on Monclay as political argu- 
ments raged over the state of the 
loyalist ceasefire. 

Police sail at least two velıicles 
were travelling through the area. 
Early reporıs indicated that a mor- 
tar was firecl. There were no reports 
uf any injuries and the area was 


HE Prison Service has 
ordered an inquiry into the 
last 11 days in the Hife of 
Geoffrey Thonıas, a 25-year-old 
remand prisoner, which were 
spent shackled to a hospital bed 
in Cardiff until two hours before 
his death from stomach cancer 
on January 3. 


Sir Patrick saicl: "I am very glad 
that the Conıbined Loyalist Military 
Command has not mtovecl back fron 
the ceasefire wiıich it announcecl 27 
months ago. 1 very much haope thal 
the loyalists will nol (lescend to the 
evil of a resumecl terrorist campaign 
. . .„ Aparl from anything else, il 
would be deeply unwise, in tlie in- 
terests uf the luyalisls Ihemselves." 

His comments, however, failed lo 
Aplase delegites emerging from 
ıe talks, who claim that the peace 
process is iu tiger uf falling; itparl, 


‘The uine political parties and rep- 
resentatives of the Brilish ancl Irislı 
governments taking part in the talks 
will also attempt to come to an 
agreement aver (lhe tlecormmissiun- 


The attack came after the RUC 
chief constable, Ronnie Flanagan, 
warned that an intensification of ihe 
IRA's campaign could lead to a re- 
turn to full-scale violence, involving 
retalialory allacks by loyalist para- 


A plenary session is to take place 
on Jamuury 27, and the former US 
senator, George Mitchell, has indli- 
caled that he will pu forward lis 
own proposals if Ihe parlies cauınet 
reach in agreement, 


HE Government admitted 
that hospitals were seeing 
unprecedented numbers of 
emergency patients this winter 
us doctors warnecl that the NHS 
wus facing its worst financial 
erisia for u decade. 


The Nurthern Ireland Secretary, 
Sir Palrick Mayhew, was adamant 


Blair says tax 
will not go Up 


Ewon MacAsklli 


HE Ronıan Catholic Church 

| Ê hıns set up ıa tern to investi- 
yıle the needs uf women wito 

1 have had affairs with priests, 

rıllsing the possibility of support‏ ا 

1 Tor them and their children. 


SES in uremia Hii 
in ert rule ot li 


00 Briiah nurses accuked 
of murdering u colleague in 
Sımıli Arabia huve hul emationil 
meetings with their fnmilies, 


ulowınt wunllin ul 


ip Me u im lS Irom BI 


u bet Ui le 1 
My TS in is. her dihect ot mdi 


gE lot overt — whl 
MRS frm tt CrgENGY jib 
kuge lor (le YuUDH te nitkink 
tion {he lop priorily — and 
sail il hal been fully costed. 

Under thıe slogan Leading Britain 
inu He Future, Mir Blair sail: 
“Where we plan to spend money wı’ 
say precisely wlıere thùl money 
comes from. There is no evasion, nb 
double«lcaling, no hidden agencla. 
The Tory propaganda thal our pro- 
granıme necessarily means 
increases is sinıply false.” 

A senior Labour source echoed 
this, saying that if the Tories left 
office tomorrow, the programme 
would be implemented in full wih- 
out any tax increases. If any su 
prişe new policy emerged between 
now and the general election, that 
would have to be rethought but it 
was a remote possibility, 

Mr Blair, who made John Majors 
“weak" leadership an election issue, 
called on the Prime Minister to stop 
“faffing around" and set an election 


No through road . . . Bailiffs and police officers move İn to evict protestors, many chained to concrete 
lock-ons in a series of underground tunnels and bunkers, on the route of a £50 million dual carriageway 
near Honiton, east Devon, last Sunday. They took advantage of the absence of some protesters, who had 


travelled to Newbury for the anniversary of work starting on the bypass there PHDTOGAAPH. TIA CUFF 


Former PM joins anti-bugging protests 


guidelines. However, a report by 
Statewatch, which monitors police 
and intelligence agencies, chal- 
lenges their claim. 

It shows the guidelines, though 
non-statutory, impose stricter condi- 
tions on the police and include a 
much narrower definition of what is 
meant by “serious crime”, 

Mr Straw plans to table an 
amendment this week whereby 
breaches of lawyer-client confiden- 
tiality by police bugs slould be al- 
lowed only in cases where there is 
strong evidence of criminal consplr- 
acy. But he has made clear that he 
will not oppose the meat of the bill. 

The bill is being opposed by a 
of independent 
peers, Liberal Democrats and a law 
lord. Lawyers and civil liberty 
groups are beginning to mount a 
combined assault on the bill. 

‘The Police Bill gives chief consta- 
bles ancl their depulies — rather 
than the courls — the power to 
issue warranls to bug and enter 
properly, homes ancl offices when- 
cver ihey think it is necessary to 
conıbat "serious crime”, 

in what is developing into .an 
increaslıgly unsettling debate for 
Labour's front bench, lawyers and 


civil righis watchdogs rebutted Mr 
Straw’s claim that all the bill does is 
confirm existing practice. 

The bill also gives wide powers to 
the National Criminal Intelligence 
Service. The service, it says, will be 
able to conduct surveillance opera- 
tions on behalf of "any government 
department” and any “law enforce- 
ment agency" in the world. 

Liberty, the civil rights group, 
points out there are no controls on 
the quality or content of the infor- 
mation collected. The bill describes 
“serious crime” not only as offences 
that involve use of violence or 
substantial [inauucial 
phrase also includes offences where 
an individual might expect a prison 
sentence of three years or more on 
first conviclion — which would in- 
clude crimes suclı as street robbery 
— or those involving "a large 
number of persons in pursuit of 4. 
common purpose", a term Ilat 
«could embrace, for example, anti- 


Richard Norton-Taylor 
and Alan Travis 


ORD CALLAGHAN, the Labour 
elder statesman, has joined the 
growing ranks of opposition to a bill 
giving police wide powers to bug 
homes and offices, dashing govern- 
ment hopes that the controversial 
measure would get an easy ride 
through Parliament. 

The Police Bill, which returns to 
the Lords next week, would give 
senior officers unprecedented dis- 
cretion to authorise warrants to 
combat “serious crime”, In all other 
and Commonwealth 
democracies, the police have to seek 
bugging warrants from a judge. 

The former Labour prime minister 
said: “I doııt like people being judge 
and jury in their own cause, I am 
absolutely convinced there should 
be independent authorisation, That 
is a fundamental principle.” 
is causing unlikely 
alliances, including one between 
Miclıael Howard, the Home Secre- 
tary, and Jack Straw, his Labour 
shadow. They argue that the bill 
does no nıore than place on stalute 
what the police have beerıı able to do 
since 1984 under Home Office 


launched the Conservative pre-elec- 
tion campaign on his own, Mr Blair 
wags flanked by senior colleagues |. 
Gordon Brown, Robin Cook, John 
Prescott and Margaret Beckett. 

A final meeting between Mîr Blair 
and key members of the shadow 
cabinet to discuss tax is still to be 
held. Mr Brown, the shadow chan- 
cellar, will not want to be ınake a 
definitive statement on tax. But 
after these latest comments İt is un- 
likely that he will suddenly pull a tax 
rise out of the hat. 
` The Tory parly chairman, Brian 
Mawhinuey, continued to insist that 
Labour's figures (lid not add up. He 
demanded to know who would pay 
for the £700 million gap that he 
claimedl exisled between the cost of 
Mr Blair's “five early pledges" of 
prüurity action andl lhe stuns Labour 
has allocated for hem. 


In all other Europea countries, 
as well as the US, Cannda, Ausiralia 
. anl New Zealancl, authority has to 
be given by a juclge, says Justice, 
the British section of the Interna- 
tional Commission of Jurists. 


In Brief 
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OMICIDE in the Metru- 
nulitan Pulice area has 
: flln to its lowest level fur 15 
kurs. There were 144 murders 
ا‎ coınparcd with 171 in 


AlN for Britain to begin 
developing a joint unti- 
ullistic missile defence system 
is awaiting Cabinet appruval. Its 
immediate purpose would be to 
Protect British troops overseas 
in regions such as (he Gulf. 


Alliosr nine out of 10 young 
blacks, who could swing up 
l050 marginal seats at the elec- 
, lon, say they will not vote. 


QO XFoRD university has 
scrapped a controversial 
plan to build a £40 million busi- 
ness school on a site dubbed the 
pe gateway” to the city. 


M ORE THAN 70 immigra- 
tlon detainees have begun a 
hunger strike at Rochester prison, 
Kent, in protest at being held in 
ail without a court hearing. 


ABOUR has committed itself 
٣ a full review of quarantine 
lad and the Government has 

Icated lt nay relax rules and 


pets to travel with their 
“wners on holiday, 


ق رآ < ج 


0 MAYHEW, a former 

Labour minlater who became‏ ا 
heral, has died aged 81.‏ 

احا واا ا ا ا 


P HUXLEY, author of 
| ıı lame Trees Of Thika and 
: Me of the most distinguished 
her generation, has 


E 


! writers of 
„ded aged 89 


a 
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UK's ‘soft touch’ image seen أ‎ 
as ploy to reduce immigration! 


fallen rapiclly since 1986 from mare 
than 3U per cent to around 20 per 
cunt, producing it lur in 1944 af) 


HE Goverument has deliber- 

ately labelled Britain a soll 
touch for asylum seekers whom it 
has frequently describecl as bogus 
in order to introduce louglh legis- 
lation to exclude aš many as possi- 
ble, the Royal Geographical Snciely 
was toll last week. 

Asylum seekers had been por- 
trayed as deviants whose increase 
in numbers was potentially beyond 
the control of the state, Craig Young 
toll the society's annual conference 
in Exeter. "The response required is 
thus one of the strong state to regu- 
late the threat that asylum seeking 
apparently poses," 

Dr Young, from the environment 
and geography department at Man- 
Metropolitan university, 
had analyseci ministerial statements 
and speeches used to justify the 
iniroduction of the UK Asylum and 
Immigration Bill of 1995. 

The Government had portrayed 
the bill as a tough response neces- 
sary to maintain race relations by 
controlling immigration. It put for- 
ward an ideology in which the 
preservation of a free society and a 
free economy was guaranteed by the 
authority of a strong state. The im- 
agery of tides and floods, and of the 
UK being swamped by immigrants, 
echoed Conservative rhetoric from 
the 1960s onwards, Dr Young said. 

The numbers gaining asylum or 
“exceptional leave to remain” had 


But the new act hal taken things 
even further. According: to the ideal 
ogy of Uonservaltive ministers suh ; 
as Peler Lilley, Michael Howard anl 
Ann Witllecombe, it was the ir 
creasing nuntber of those trying lı 
get round the immigration corral: 
by applying for asylum who str 
the problem, he said. 

“This construction relies on lik | 
ing them to abuse of the syslem and | 
illegal activities. Not only are the; , 
‘scrounging’, they are also 'forcigr 
ers dloing it in our couniry'." 

Part of the context had been lr , 
portrayal of Britain as a country wih: , 
a good record of accepling asylum 
seekers, but the UK was lakig i 
increasingly hard line ûn the isu 
like its European neiglibours. 
® Mohammed al-Mas‘ari, the Saw 
dissident who has been the print 
pal irritant to Britain's relations nih 
Saudi Arabia for three years i 
broke and virtually inactive. 

Dr Mas'‘ari heads the Commit 
for the Defence of Legitinur 
Rights, the first opposition group 
emerge in Saudi Arabia. He arıitr: 
in this country in 1994, posing ù: 
Yemeni businessman, and went ° 

to become Britain's most contro 
sial political refugee, Mihr! 
Howard, ihc Home Secretary, Iie 
to deport him to Dominica, but ihr 
courts ruled that he could stay’ 


Butcher 
charged 


Erlend Clouston 


HE butcher whose meat 
been linked with the E. coli foo 
poisoning epiclenic that 
elderly Scots and infected 
400 others was charged with cult 
ble and reckless Conde! last week. 
Jolın Barr, agecl 51, apP 
private al Hamilton Sheriff 0 
and was released on bail. No 
for his trial has been set. 


The Week in Britain James Lewis 


Blair scores zero for tolerance 


HE Labour leader, 
Blair, angered some of his 


of all time", with a studio audience 
of 3.000 bused in to Birmingham's 
National Exhibition Centre, the pro- 
gramme did at least suggest that the 
future of the monarchy is a live 
political issue, even if politicians shy 
away from it. Some 2.5 million 
people “voted”, and even more tried, 
and failed to get through. 
The debate, more reminiscent of 
a pub brawl, also indicated greater 
support for Prince William as king 
than for his Iather, the Prince of 
Wales. The heir to the throne is 
already working on a strategy to im- 
prove his image, and the more pup- 
ular Princess Diana is reportecl to 
have ended the “war” with her for- 
mer husband to protect the future of 
the monarchy for their sons. 


mother, Ruth, was later cleared of 
his murder but jailed for şeven 
years after admitting cruelty, 

‘The report criticised the way the 
case was dealt with from the mo- 
ment Ms Neave became pregnant at 
the age of 17, while in council care. 
It made 29 reconmtendations, but 
apportioned no blame, The report 
was itself condenıned as superficial 
aıld inadequate by Rikki's father and 
grandparents, who demanded a 
wider’ public inquiry. 

Children's clıarities sald little had 
been learnt from a series of inquiries 
into the deaths of children while in 
local authority care. Nearly all have 
highlighted the same problems: 


wlıen he came oul, for the first time, 
in support of (he New York idea of 
“zero tolerance" of crime, in wlıich 
the police clamp down on even the 
most minor of infringements as part 
of (he drive to clear the streets of 
beggars. vagrants and people sleep- 


In an interview in the Big [ssue, a 
magazine that helps the homeless, 
Mr Blair said it was “right to be 
intolerant of people homeless on the 
strcets". He added that it was "ime 
portant lo say we don't tolerate the 
small crimes; that you don't tolerate 
the graffiti oıı the wall”. 

Mr Blair denied that he was (ry- 
ing to win the law-and-order vote by 
outflanking the “tough” policies of 
{ihe Home Secretary, 
Howard. Indced, he was doing no 
more than echoing his shadow 
home secretary. Jack Slraw, who 
angered leftwingers last year when 
he promised that Labour would 
reclaim the streets {rom "beggars. 


2m children 
malnourished 


Heather Mlils and Martin Bright 


PTO 2 million British chil- 

dren are suffering 
ill-health and stunted growth 
because of malnutrition, 
according to a report to he pub- 
lished this week. Poverty on a 
scale not seen since the 1930s 
is blamed for the return of rick- 
ets, anaemia and tuberculosis 
— and for reveraing the recent 
trend of bigger, healthier 


communication and record-keeping, 
overworked social workers arıd, at 
times, over-adlıerence to ideology 
rather than conımon sense. 


AYS after his second attempt 

to circumnavigate the globe in 
his balloon, Virgin Challenger, 
failed after less than 24 hours, busi- 
ness tycoon Richard Branson an- 
nounced that he had not given up. 
“The race is back on,” he said. “We 
will begin testing this week.” 

His anıbitions were revived by 
the failure of a Swiss challenger, 
Bertrand Piccard, whose Breitling 
Orbiter was forced to earth by leak- 
ing kerosene fumes after only six 
hours. Mr Branson did at least stay 
aloft for 20 hours. The US million- 
aire challenger, 
embarks on a further aitenıpt later 


HE BISHOP of Edinburgh gave 

unprecedented endorsement to 
the Labour party when he said it 
offered “a chance to transform the 
unjust reality of life in Britain". He 
accused the Tories of deceitful self 
interest and lack of moral vision. 

The Most Rev Richard Holloway, 
head of the Scotlish Episcopal 
Church, said in an article in the 
Church Times that 
vision of socialism has always been 
higher than that of conservatism, 
and it was Karl Marx who under- 


he nmiay have 
stepped too far, Mir Blair did a spot of 
back-pedalling, saying his words 
should be construed as an attack on 
homelessness, not on the homeless. 
But the damage was done. Zero 
tolerance for dirug-dealing, pelty 
erime anıl aggressive begging could 
also be seen as zero tolerance for 
the down-ancl-outs, the mentally ill 
acl the social inadequatcs, who also 
chutier up ihe streets of many inner 
itios. Surly not what Mr Blair 


delay the fatal accident ii 
the deaths, Thıe interim finds 
Professor Hugh Pen 
quiry into the worst E. 
in Europe, due f 
week, nay also be 
could prejudice the trial. 
Mr Barr appeared 
arising fom the 
cooked meat from his 
Wishaw. The E. coli oul 
first linked with Mr Barr's 
after it emerged he had 
steak pies to a Wishaw Ol 
lunch on November 17. 
alleged victim of the 
80-year-old Harry Shaw, 


The Hunger Within, a report 
by the School Milk Campaign, 
blames the Government for 
cutting free and cheap achool 
meals and milk provision — the 
only source of nutritlous food for 
many poor children. 

The survey of 179 local 
authorities and 36 health 
authoritles found evidence 
throughout Britain of deprived 
children being underweight and 
below average height, It also 
found that TB was now far more 
prevalent than whooping cough. 

In inner city pockets of depriva- 
tlon, it discloses wideapread 
anaemia from lack of iron — a 
condition that affects both 
mental and physical develop- 
ment. And it produces further 
evidence of pockets of rickets 
from lack of vitamin D, 

‘The report is the lateat in a 
series attacking government 
policy that has made the UK the 
most ınequal country in the 
West, and saya children’s health 
1s being jeopardised by the 
withdrawal of EU subsidies for 
“the miracle 1p tax cut". — The 


But the Archbishop of Canler- 
bury. Dr George Carey, and the 
Catholic Archbishop of Westinin- 
ster. Cardinal Basil Hume, are both 


1. 
David Mnclean, a juuior Home 
Officé minister wih a giuffe-strewn 
career, lle le debale to another 
extreme when he claimed iin 
uf Landon's bears were Scats, and 
ets from choice. 


Churches may be accusetl of inter- 
vening in the gvneral electiun. The 
Home Office minister, Ann Wicdle- 
combe, altacked five Anglican bish- 
ups for nmıaking “party political 
announccemenls" untler lhe guisr of 
New Year MCHSARUS. 


At its height last month, 
were an lhe st 1 
across central 0 
fatally. Seven ol e 
had ا‎ the Wishaw 
meal, The last death, 
pensioner, was od Decem' 


he sedl, because lhere were pleniy 
of sucial benefits available. He, too. 
laler modiftecl his remarks. 


CIRCUSLIKE TV 
followed by a phonein vote, 
purportel 1o show that two-thirds of 
the UK population still suppurt ihe 
monarchy, but that Scotland was 
strongly republican. Though woe- 
fully unscientific, the phone-in find- 
irgs were rouglıly in accorcl! with 
more conventionel polls, 

Billed as "the greatest ‘TV debate 


HIRE social ser- 

vices were crilicised in a report 
that examined ils handling of the 
case of sixycarolkl Rikki Neave, 
wha was on its “at-risk" register and 
was fouıd strangled near his Peter 
borough home two years ago. His 


of the government’ 
party that carried out 
sive study of the 
believes a “consider! 
ment" in food hygiehe ”- 


| ذا مل ات 


is vital to prevent 


Offshore banking 
with no hangrups 


When you're a long way from your offshore bank it's 
reassuring to know you can phone in and sort out your 
bk. payments, arrange standing orders and check on 
your balance seven days a week - even out of 

normal banking hours. 

Our telephone banking service + ا‎ 

for Overseas Club Members = 
is set up to provide just SEXES YN 
such a service with 
sophisticated security arrangements 
and well-trained staff. 

However, most expatriates need 
more than this. 

You need information on 
mortgages, international 
money transfers, property 
management, insurance 
and pensions. YOu 
may need help on 
choosing suitable 
savings Or 
investment 
plans, 


You may need information on choosing a UK school 
and help in providing the funds for it. 

For this you need to know you can speak personally to 
your contacts in the bank and be confident that they 
understand your special circumstances. That's why 
Lloyds Bank set up the Overseas Club account back in the 
1980s. As a result, we have enormous experience 
in dealing with the expatıriate's total banking 

requirements. Today tens of thousands of 
expatriates rely on Lloyds Bank and the Overseas Club. 
Benefits include: 
A personal Club Executive and supporting teanı 
A premiunt interest cheque account 
Credit and debit carcls 
The choice of sterling or dollars* as the currency’ far 
the account 
® A regular magazine which includes details of new 
products; tux matters; countries of special interest 
to expatriates as wel! as other Members’ experiences 
© Special discounts on a range of different items such as 
removals and language courses 
© Introductions to our investment managers and experts 
on wills and trusts 
® Help with retirement planning 1 

Club Members can also meet managers from our 
Offshore Centres on their frequent visits to countries 
around the world. There they can discuss personal 
financial requirements and any worries they may have. 
The Lloyds Bank Overseas Club truly offers a one- 
stop offshore banking service with no hang-ups. 

Call our information line on: 


+44 (0) 990 258079 | 


BRIRGING ‘THE PERSONAL TOUCH 
TO OFFSHORE BAMHKING 


Lloyds Bank Offshore Centre, 
PO Box 12, Douglas, isle of Man, 


Please’ send to: Lloyds Bank Offshore Centre, PO Box 12, Douglas, 


British Isles IM99 155. Isle of Man, British Isles, IM99 1SS for a brochure on the [Lloyds Bank 
Fax +44 (0) 1624 638 181 Overseas Club and details of the Offshore Centres, : 
http://www. Hoyds-offshore-bank.con1. : E 

Centres glso in Jersey and Guernsey. 


Last fame,‏ ا 


Tie 
` First names 3 


“Ih ab lrer hevian! unr o cma en Le «bag e uit adt 
DD ADA E A OT KEEPIN 1 
RS SES Cma Hen Cees KE BIEN LA Tvs cath Rak deccet en vase! 
gerr kiqluejfi Sante mrn Rng lhl tet IY tsi anada ke 
el OSS OT LORE ORT Rek Ha RR r rp erjoeabw Scat oie. 
al. Honk FS wola thw isamnlroo ir taki Lard 
چ‎ 2 a 0 
2 n mnt a ph react cenctar Paoêl lind Ret hme nort 
hers liy Tht ull ph ê lona Saar 2 
n, 3 
2 of uurts u. puts or 54 mend bs Ke Apatrh 
Sao ele e Rane f TR i carek RIAs ak 0c [i-4 SEoiutT a orte Beuk 
FS or nerrot bt lie pasa Cafu ahin vh nla o1 Raî AE Hoxha? Hiragss Lapa at: 
#pates) Bune 1J0. ٣ 


HKTENGE KIT : 


OWT. 


EE 


John Major is cheered by factory workers during his vialt to the GEC Alsthom factory in Calcutta last 
week as part of a six-day tour of India, Bangladesh and Pakistan 


PHOTOGRAPH: BIKAS DAS 


announced by the Conservative 
party chairman, Brian Mawhinnty, 
at a Westminster news confereke 
last week, ending speculation thal 
the Tory hierarchy would delay the 
poll because of fears of defeat. 
The byelection is expected lo 
take place next month or on March 
6 — and leaves Mr Major bracing 
himself for a make-or-break result in 
a battle that will be fiercey 
contested by all the main parties as 
a “warm-up" for the general 
election, 


might try to internationalise the 
longstanding dispute between 
India and Pakistan over Kashmir, a 
move that would anger Indian Vot- 
ers. The Tories remain studiously 
neutral, 
® Mir Major has opted for a high- 
risk strategy to put his govern- 
ments popularity to the test by 
agreeing to hold the long-awaited 
Wirral South byelection just weeks 
before voters are expected to gO to 
the polls in the general election. 

The unexpected move Was 


claimed 70 per cent of the British- 
Asian vote — the largest ethnic 
minority at 3 per cent of the British 
electorate — belleves they could be 
decisive in up to 12 of its 60 targeted 
marginals, mainly in London and 
the Midlands. In Slough and South 
Ilford they make up 25 per cent of 
the electorate. 

In addition to the threat that suc- 
cessful Asians will emulate white 
counterparts and support the 
Tories, Labour has had to fight off 
allegations that a Blair government 
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PM bids for Asian 
trade — and votes 


audience that it was "not all plain 
sailing. Bureaucratic inertia and a 
lack of lransparency in the award of 
contracts continue to discourage 
foreign investors.” 

Sixty leading British industrialists 
acconipanied Mr Major on his six- 
day tour of India, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan to renew the drive to prise 
open lucrative markets such as 
telecommunlcations, insurance and 
air transport. 

But the unstated goal of the visit 
to the sulxcontlnent — in the 50th 
anniversary yeer of independence 
from Britain —is also to woo ethnic 
minority votes in marginal British 
constituencies, 

With the election less than four 
mouths away, the Prime Minister 
plans to capitalise on goodwill and 
ıublicity generated by his visit with 
a rally for 400 Tory Asian activista 
on İis return, 

In one speech he even invoked 
the Indian community's contribu- 
lion in “reinforcing important values 
in our society, the importance of the 
family, the need for a sound ethical 
framework to govern our conduct, a 
belicf in our ability to make a better 
life for our children", 

Labour, whiclı has traditionally 


Michael White in Calcutta 
ل‎ OHN MAJOR last week made 


an uninhibited pitches for 

British business in Asia and 
for Asian votes in Britain at the 
general cleclion. 

Conceniraling on upwardly ino" 
bile British Aslans, lıe praised their 
"huge contribution" as public sector 
workers and in particular “the 
increasing Indian presence In the 
uomıership and ınanagement of 
Brilish companies”, 

Tlıc Prime Minister wrapped his 
win messages aroun an impas- 
slonel defence of global (ree Iracle 
and a warning of catastrophe if the 
emerging cconomic giants of Asia 
relreat into proteclionism, as the 
world dil in tı: 1930s. 

Arldressing whal may lave been 
the largest audience of lis career at 
an intlustrial conference in Calcutta, 
Mr Major mixed praise for the 
Indian government's commitment 
to privatisation and deregulation 
wiih a scarcely veiled criticism of 
ils enirenched bureaucracy and 
corr uptiorni, 

With Anglo-Indian trade rapidly 
expanding to around £3.5 billion 4 
year, Mr Major warncel his business 


Dinner ladies | Teachers’ early retirement under fire | 


wrote last week thal Lhe chan | 
were the most sensible wa 
making eınployers accountable i 
decisions on premature retirement 

An inportanl ainı was t0 rela 
older, more experienced teachersi 
the profession. “At present, oıuly o0 
in five teachers stays ıınlil Ile age o 
60. There will still be plenty of so , 
for employers to retire those lez 
ers who are genuinely burnt oul i 
Many teachers seenı to regard 
retirement as a riglıt but thal la 
never beeıı the case.“ 

@ Examiners were “excessively ge 
erous" to A level candidates fom 
independent schools, an inquiry DY 
the mont exams 

has fund. 

State school pupils could have 
missed out on some of the mo 
sought-after university | 
because of the perra ت‎ 
posed anıong senior exami 
ers at the Oxford and Cambridge 
School Examinations Board. 

Virtually all the A level Engist 
candidates for the Oxford and Car 
bridge board in 1996 were fu 
independent schools. The inquiry 
found examiners altered e 
substantially on the basis of 
reputations, with not en 
ence to the papers, The exam’, 
rejected the criticism aS ludicrous 


In Germany, the driving for 
behind the single currency’ 
43 per cent favour İt, with 
per cent against. 

In France and Italy there W* 
unsurprisingly, overwhel' 
support. Without German 
participation, however, 
project would be doomed. 

The poll shows a sharP a 
in Britain against the EU. in 
42 per cent favoured s hO 
the EU, against 38 per cent 
wanted to withdraw, a £8P © ¢ 
only four compared with on€ 
11 lastJune, and 32 in Junê 
1995. 


early, al an average cost of £37,000 
—atotal of more than £480 million, 

The Association of Teachers and 
Lecturers is sceking a judicial review 
of Mrs Shephard's proposals. In 
Manchester, the National Associa- 
tion of Schoolmasters and Union of 
Women Teachers is taking legal 
action against the local authority for 
reneging on early retireınent for its 
meınbers. 

Ministers, and even teachers’ 
union leaders, have been taken 
aback by the level of anger among 
teachers, including those in grant 
maintained and independent 
schools, and the issue has also 
focused the more general discon- 
tent about workload and lack of 
resources. 

Headteachers are threatening to 
disrupt teacher training for thou- 
sands of students in the coming 
year in protest — a nıove that drew 
a stinging response from Mrs Shep- 
hard, whose husband taught until 
he was 60. 

For the past 20 years, teachers 
have been able to retire from the age 
of 50 without losing pension benefits. 
The increase in demand for early 
retirement has resulted in severe 
underfunding in the pension scheme. 

In response to a teacher in his 
constituency, the Prime Minister 


Poll boost for Tory sceptics 


The poll, publlahed last week- 
end, was carriecl out by (he Daily 
Telegraph in conjunction with 
French, German and Italian 
ıewspapers, It is anid to be the 
firat in which identical questions 
have been put simultaneously to 
the public in four EU countries. 
Asked how they woiüld vote if 
there were a referendum on a 
single currency in the next few 
months, those polled in Britain 
rejected it by 56 per cent, with 
only 26 per cent in favour. 


Donald MacLeod 


ILLIAN SHEPHARD, the Edu- 

calion Secretary, last week 
accused teachers of abusing the 
Government's early retirement 
sehenıe, which she wants to axe to 
save £480 million. In a robust 
response to protests from heacl- 
teachers and classroom staff, minis- 
ters are telling teachers they should 
work until they are 60 —~ only one in 
five now does so. 

Early retirement deals had been 
overused, she said, “It defies credi- 
bility that four out of five teachers 
need to retire early, especially as 
quite substantial numbers are then 
employed as supply teachers,” 

John Major stepped in to support 
his Education Secretary's hard line. 
He told teachers in his Huntingdon 
constituency: “We simply do not be- 
lieve that four out of five teachers 
are all incapable of teaching until 
the age of 60." 

Mrs Shephard's plan to shift the 
costs ou to schools and local author- 
ities — effectively ending the 
scheme — has provoked a stam- 
pede to try to beat the March dead- 
line. More than 11,000 teachers are 
eslimaled to have applied for early 
retirement in the middle of the 
school year, Last year 13,000 retired 


ORY Eurosceptics will he 

encouraged by a new poll, 
taken across four countrice, 
whıich reveals overwhelming 
opposilon to a European single 
currency in Britain and wide- 
sprend doubts in Germany, 
torites Ewen MacAskill. 

Eurosceptics have been press- 

ing the Conservative leadership 
to adopt a much harder line 
against European Union integra- 
ton in the belief that this will be 
a general election winner. 


win equal pay 


Alex Bellos 


INNER ladies won an equal pay 

case last week that could 
eventually cost councils nore than 
£1 billion. 

The 15,000 women employed by 
the former Cleveland county coun- 
cil were awarded £4 million — 
between £600 and £5,400 each — 
afler taking the authorily to an 
industrial tribunal. 

Tle women, members of the 
GMB and Unison unions, asserted 
that their pay was up to 40 per cent 
lower than other workers in the 
authority — including gardeners 
and refuse collectors — because the 
men had bonuses consolidated into 
their wages. 

A Unison spokeswoman said: 
“This is an Important case. It is the 
first time catering workers have 
been recognised as being entiled to 
a bonus, {he same as other manual 
workers. There could be a knock-on 
effect. There are around 160 other 
authorities who don't pny bonuses. 
After this decision, (hey are vulnera- 
ble to similar claims, which could 
total in excess of £1 billion." 

Rodney Bickerslaffe, Unison gen- 
eral secretary, sald: “Women man- 
unl workers are entided to expect 
the same trealmem As men ... 
Other councils should now examine 
Heir pay rales." 

A statement fruın tbe Ecguul Op- 
purtuuilits Counniission sald Wiges 
were ûn averigu 20 per cent leas, 
"Mile ancl fenuıle manual workers 
uften receive the same basic Jy, 
but jobs done by nen are more 
likely to have access to bonuses.” 

The same wonten won £1 million 
at a Lribunal last July, where Ihey 
claimed Cleveland was guilty of sex 
«liscrinıination by irposing wages 
on them without union agrecment. 
The equal pay case was a separate 
antl subsequent action, 


List of oil 
spill errors 


Qary Younge 


HE Governnıent and coınpanies 

involved in the Sea Empress oil 
spill could face prosccution, il 
emerged last week following the leak 
of a diraft report into the incident. 

The draft reporı blames a “break- 
down of comınunications" and “un- 
necessury bureaucratic procedures" 
for the 70,000 tonne oil spillage off 
the Welslı cuast last February, 
which led to the death of more than 
25.000 sea birds and cast around 
£10 nıillton {o clear up. 

The report, drawn up by the 
Marine Accident Investigation 
Board and obtained by the BBC, re- 
veals a catalogue of avoidable errors 
that substantially aggravated the im- 
pact of the original acvident. 

If the joint investigation, spear- 
headed by the Department oi Trans 
port and the Environment Agency, 
finds that the negligence of an 
individual, company or a govern 
nient body {ed to the disaster, then 
“they should be rnade to pay”, a 
spokeswoman for the agency said. 

"We are hoping 1o conclude our 
investigation by March, afler which 
wu will give flk consideration lo all 
aplions ojıên lu us, including prose- 
culon. HM would be possible 1o 
proseeuleê lhe Government but 
highly umusual," she sukl. The re 

port SufgUxts Hal sever parties 
enuld Sue blame for the disusler, 

Avcorling to the HBC, lle princi- 

xl mistakes thal vcontîibuled lu the 
wsenkitîon uf the original rweidenl 
include ihe fact that the waters 
arom the entrance lo tle Milforel 
Haven harbour were not properly 


charted. 
The official salvage team dil not 
realise il coulkl have gol the 


grounded Seca Empress safely into 
port (wo days after {he accident 
because il was given inaccurate 
information about the tides. 


Mitterrand’s 
plan to ‘bow 
out in style’ 


Gérard Courtols 


NE book stands out of the pile 

of publications on François 
Mitterrand that have emerged since 
his death last year. It is Georges- 
Marc Benamou's Le Dernier 
Mitterrand, published by Plon, 
which gives a fascinating nccount of 
the former presiclent's final cancer- 
stricken months. 

In adclitiun, it answers a question 
ıhat was taboo at the time becnuse 
Millerranl made such a public 
show of his declining heallh: how 
was it thal the man wilo in October 
1994 said “on July 18 1 begun life ax 
n recumbent figure" never for n 
moment Ihought of hancling over 
lhe reins of power. 

The answer becomes abunclantly 
clear frum Benamuu's book. ‘Two 
ubsessious kepl Milterrarkl yuing 
during his Ffmıl months iat the 
Elysée: first, he was clelermined ial 
dll costs 10 sre through ad record- 
breaking second presidential Lorn 
uf sven 3. 

"Afler hi 
becamu 


cmd wperation, lu | 
te with vun 


re hie hl nome uf lis 
pedicusus lanl dome “hultur" : 
an binı — inhaling Shad | 
Philippe Potaiti. 

Bul wbal realy kept he elying 
president ilive wets the possibility ut 
influencing lhe course uf bislory ant 
last tre and of "bons ing uut irı style", 
i he autumn of 14, Beil . 
muted fur lhe first tine lhe bhomtilily j 
that crept inl Miletriuel's vue 
whenever he mentiuned he then 
prime nuuister, Eduu:ırd Billadlur. 

“J can nuw see (hruuygh Balladur," | 
he reportedly said. “Fe uses ihe 
technique of the Ottoman strangle’ 
[a reference lo Balladur's Levaıntine 
origins|. He's éver so gentle, wornıs 
his way in, neutralises you and then, 
when the right time comes, it's 
“aargh!'” 

Mitterrand had a soft spot for 
Jacques Chirac. He told Chirac in 
November 1984: “First, you must 
say you're standing for the presi- 
dency within a fortnight, otherwise 
you won't stand a chance; second, 
you must make Your announcement 
outside Paris, of which you are 
mayor, and preferably somewhere 
of great symbolic importance." 
Chirac took the hint. 

Shortly afterwards, Milterrand 
declared to a congress of French 
mayors: “The heal of state must 
love the French, and the French 
must feel he loves them.” This 
swipe at Balladur created a “poiso- 
nous" atmosphere between the 
president and prime minister. 

When Mitterrand realised in 
March 1905, at the iıcight of the 
presidential eleclon canıpalgn, that 
he was no longer "the puppet 
master" and that some of those 


vote for Chirac (instead of the 
Socialist Lionel Jospin}, he was 


the nightmare of making his exit in 
a hail of abuse, and going down in 
history as “lhe iınpostor who had 
hijacked the left", 


(January 7) 


` close to him were urging people lo 


. haunted, according to Bennmou, by 


foundations of democracy, ita 
intervention in Bangul can only 
be interpreted aa yet another 
illustration of bumbling pollcy- 
making. France must make up 
its mind whether it wanta to con- 
tinue resorting to practices 
based on patronage, or whether 
it is interested in hammering out 
a new approach to relations with 


African countries. 
During the criaia in Rwanda, 
President Jacqucs Chirac 


solemniy declared that the 
French army would not cngaye 
in any further “unilateral ac- 
tions” In Africa. The intervention 
in Bangui may once again have 
the effect of strengthening anti- 
French fecling anong Africans, 
who resent the wiy a former 
colonial power continues to call 
the tne in counirien auch a4 the 
Central African Republic. 
Somewlıere between n total 
disengagement from Africa and 
Raımbo-atylec diplomacy there 
must, surely, be a third way; onc 
that will at last enable France (o 
conduct Its relations with 
African countries İn a new spirit, 
(January 7) 


derailed, amd lo raise the political 
constiousnuss uf workers, The law 
we are thiallenging iffevls nol only 
wingers bul democracy al 


large.” 
Kwon (clues nul fleny that the 
Soul Korean tunotny Hits rH iil 


lif Gieultirs, "Bul it can't seriously be 
argued thot libour costs ilon hive 
CAUSE Us to become less cumpeti: 
tive. her faclors bave lo be uketı 
ito vou — unbridled property 
spêvıation, high interest rales und 
uutflatel nanagement metlıocls." 

Dil he think the recent belt 
tiglulening could be put down to 
South Korea's menıbership of the 
OGrganisatiun for Economic Uo-oper- 
ation and Develupmcnt (QECM™? 

‘Partly, nu doubt, But the goverrı- 
menl, which pronuiserl changes su 
South Korea couicl juin the ‘club of 
wealthy nations, has introtluced 
labour legislation that contrasts 
with the general trend in the clevel- 
oped countries: the existence of 
several unions will not be recog- 
nised for five years, public sector 
employees and teachers cannot 
form unions, and organised labour 
is still not allowed to engage in polit- 
ical activities. The changes that 
have taken place in this last area are 
mere window-dressing.” 

Because the KCTU has not been 
officially recognised, Kwon's activi- 
ties are illegal. He faces five 
charges, which include infringe- 
ment of the law on public meetings, 
driving offences arııdl trespassing on 
private property (on the occasion of 
a meeting on a university campus). 

Because they know that they are 
likely to be arrested, the KCTU 
leaders fave set up their heaclquar- 
ters İn the courlyarcdl of Myougdong 
cathedral, 

“Myongdong is a safe haven, bııt 
it's also a symbol,” Kwon says. “It 
was the starting point of the demo- 
cratic movement that eventually 
overthrew the Chun regime in June 
1987. 

“Presldent Kim has beèn sucked 
into a spiral of nul horitarlanjsm. He 
has already madc one mistake by 
steamrolling this law (hrough 
parliament, He nıay make another 


:much more momentous .one if he 
„decides to use force against the 
,uniong.", 


(January 9) 


Se Jonde 


Time to get it right in Africa 


African Republic, for example, 18 
the only country in the region 
that has not yet re-established 
relations with internatlonal §- 


The rebela felt that French 
troops were preventing them 
from toppling the president, 
which was something they were 


EDITORIAL 
OR all its denials, the 


French government has j nancial inatitutlons. clearly in a position to do. On 
undoubtedly taken sides in While jailing the supporters of | the other hand, troops loyal to 
the conflict that has heen amoul- | the previous president, General | Patassé had long clamoured for 
dering for months in the Central | André Kolingba, the “father of | a mopping-up operation by the 


African Republic. On January 5, 
Paris sent 2,000 French troops 
into the section of the capital, 
Bangui, held by mutinous sol- 
diers arıd it provided President 
Angc-Félix Patassé with An un- 


the nation” — as Patassé likes to 
style himself — distributed Jav- 
ish hand-outs that were way out 
of proportion to the country’s 
actual resources, 

The death of two French sol- 


French of the kind that finally 
took place on January 5, 

What is France's strategy? 
Does it want to safeguard Its 
biggest military baac in Central 
Africa? Or is it interested in 


expected rcprieve. diera at thc hands of rebels on | helping to put the Central 

The hope in certnin French | January 4 was something that | African Republic on the road to 
ent circles is that | had been both feared and ex- | development and democrncy? 

Patassé will mend his ways. But | pected. Since the beginning af If it ia the former, the French 


there arc others who have 
denounced his “tritbalism” and 


the mutiny by about half of the 
army in November, French 


need do no more than pist down 
the mutiny once and for allj and 


regrcttable habit of emptying the | troops had becn playing an j if the Initer, they should seri- 
stnte coffers. ambiguous role. oualy reconsider (he terms of 

Patassé was elected by univer- They stepped in between the | their presence in the country, 
sal auffrage, but in the (wo yeara | rebels and the section of the | which is ns anachronistic as it 


that he bas been in office his 
management of state affairs has 
been marked by a serles of blun- 
ders and scandals. The Central 


army that had remained loyal to 
the president. But the French 
move was criticised by hoth 
camps. 


is risky. 

At a me when France, along 
with other nations, ia helping 
some African countrics to Iny lhe 
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Nurses sway to an anti-government theme during a labour protest in Seoul last week 


PHOTO: PAUL BARKER 


Strike leader says battle is for democracy 


‘led me astray and prompted me to 
become a trade union leader,” he 
says with a laugh. 

"In fact, like all Koreans of my 
generation, the reasons for my polit- 
ical commitment are to be fourd in 
the situation in our country from 
1970 to 1980 [when South Korea 
was ruled by hardline presidents- 
cunrgenerals, such as Park Chung- 
hee and Chun Doo-hwanl.” 

“} felt that journalism — whose 
aim is to support social justice and 
act as a mouthpiece for those who 
lıave been gagged — was not doing 
its job properly, I realised there was 
no point in continuing. The role of 


space of three months. By then A 
prominent journalist, Kwon became 
both the union leader at Seoul 
Shinmun and president of the Press 
Federation. Eventually, in Novem» 
ber 1995, he became head of the 
KCTU, which has not yet been 
recognised by the government 
despite its 300,000 members. 

“For a long time, trade unions 
‘fought for salary increases and 
better working conditions," he says, 
“But we should look further than 
that and ainı for an overall reform of 
South Korean society. The econoniy 
haş certainly taken off in spectacu- 
lar fashion, but it has not beén ac- 


Phillppe Pons In Seoul 


“Ts quite possible I1 may be 
arrested within the next few 
days," says Kwon Young-kil, presî- 
dent of the Korean Confederntion of 
Trade Unions (KCTU), and the man 
Who triggered the wave of strikes in 

South Korea. 
Wearing a woollen cap and a 
black anorak, Kwon, aged 55, has 
the tranquil demeanour of someone 
who holds strong bellefs. A gradu- 
ale of Seoul university, breeding 
Rrountl of the South Korean élite, 
Kwon was an unlikely candidate to 
me a leading labour activist. 


Fram his tent behind Myongdong | an intellectual in Korea must be to | companied by comparable progress 
cathedral in central Seoul, he is |. take action.” 1 in terms of social justice, 1 
currently engaged in a standoff with By the time he returned ftom “The aim of the present strike is 
lhe government of Kim Young-sam, | France in 1988, South Korea was a Î to get a repeal of the law that was 
the country's first democratically | changed country. The 1987 demon- |: passed on December 26 [which 
elected president. » strations had forced Chun's regime Î introduced more flexible working 


hours and made it easier for 
employers to lay off workers]. But 
the strike also has a deeper signifi- 
,cance: itis the first example of trade 
:unions fighting to prevent the 
parliamentary process from being 


Kwon worked for many years as a 
reporter on the daily Seoul Shin- 
mun. He was the paper's Paris cor- 
respondent from 1981 to 1988. “The 
goverment has been propogating 
he rumour that my time in France 


to make concessions, .and the 
: democratisation process was already 
'under way. The straitjacket that had 
' neutralised the labour movement 
was suddenly cast off, and 4,000 
trade unions emerged within the 


ا ا مم اد ااا و 


national institutions, not the huh 


GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
January 18 1997 


Conspiracy of silence 
on global economy 


tions. Everyone promises to pre 
serve and even expand existing 
welfare entitlements, and every 
politician still pays lip service to the 
idea of a seemingly inexorable eco- 
noniic growth, which somehow will 
solve all contradictions, 

The problem is that all Western 
leaders continue to derive their le- 
gitimnacy from national elections 
but, in practice, they have little cor 
trol over an economy that is truly 
global. Although not famillar with 
the intricacies of ([inancial trans 
actions, people everywliere are only 
too painfully aware of realities: 
those who affect their lives are usu- 
ally unknown and unelected; those 
who ostensibly hold political power 
prove unable to exercise it. 

The obvious answer to inler 
twined economies could be provided 
by international institutions, sucfl ûs 
the European Union. Yet the Union 
remains a bureaucratic conslruction ; 
founded on the premise that regulat- 
ing the size of eggs (usually without 
even telling the hen) would gradır 
ally draw Europeans closer. It lias a 
directly elected Parliament lol 
decicles very little, and a Coımmiy 
sion that, allhough unelected, rules 
on most issues. Far from answering 
the needs of a global economy, he 
EU is merely replicating tle internal 
problems of ils member stales on 3 
grander scale, 


12 COMMENT 


Peace in our 
continent 


HE FUTURE of Nato, rather than of Hong Kong 

or even the Middle East, may become the most 
explosive ternational lasue for 1997. Last week 
the German forelgn minister, Klaus Kinkel, echoed 
Chancellor Kohl — back from talks in Moscow — 
in insisting that a solutlon can be found to the 
dispute with Russia over the expansion of the 
alliance. The prime minister of Poland, one of the 
beneficiaries (along with the Czech Republic and 
Hungary) of lhe proposed “enlargement”, sald 
Warsnw was forging ahead with plans to join. Yet 
mast observers in Moscow iuiterpret Boris 
Yellain'a hard line againat expansion as much 
morc than a negotiating tactic. Russian hostility 
has not alnckened: there are genuinc fears that the 
castward expanslon will change the strategic bal- 
ance, And Mr Yellsin has very litle room for 
manucuvre pulitically if he appears to soften his 
positon, Mennwhile Washington is deeply divicled 
om the subject — by contrast with the European 
vupltals where the vase for enlargement seems (o 
he going 1hrough on the nod. 

Purl of the pressure for enlarging this year 
arises Irom an arbitrary timetable. Bill Clinton 
wants to register the ceed as one of the firat fruits 
of his necond tcrm aud to fulfil tle pledge made 
during his clection campaign. Both Washington 
and Nato wınt the İinvitalions to be issued in me 
for formal admission in 1999 — the 5Oth annlver- 
aary of thc alliance, and the 10th anniversary of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall. This means that they will 
go out this July, alter a hectic serica of bilateral 
mevtlngs to try lo win over the Russians, The po- 
tentul new menıbers themsclves are driven lesa by 
the calendar than by a historical sense of unease, 
talkcd up by the cast Europeun lobbies in the US. 
Yet the precedent of Soviet expansion la not a reli- 
able gulde. Is anyone serlioualy suggesting that 
Russia, under any concelvable Icadership, would 
seek to re-occupy Warsaw, Budapest or Prague? 

If history is 8o important to the east Europeans, 
why should it be less 80 to the Russians? And if 
Russia is assumed to havc a greater affinity with 
Europe, why then must the two be kept in separate 
sccurity baskets? Enlargement of Nato also implies 
extending its nuclear guarantce (even though the 
weapons would not be deployed on the soil of the 
new members), Russian generals are already talk- 
ing about strengthening tactical nuclear protection, 
and the Start-2 treaty could become a casualty. 
This would lead away from the real nuclear prlorlly, 
to scale downı lhe US and Russian arsenals further 
and concentrate on the problem of “loose nukes” 
in other hands, The real task, critics argue, is to 
develop a new all-embracing “security architec- 
ture” in Europe that will replace Nato missiles as 
the guarantor of peace. The proposed “S-17” con- 
sullative body made up of the 10 Nato states plus 
Ruasla is a transparent attempt to square the cir- 
cle that will end up by satisfying no one. Just what 
sould meet the bill is much harder to aay: it needs 
time and serious thought to attempt to reach a so- 
1utlan. Neither are afforded by the hasty scramble 
now under way. 


grinds to a aterile, angry halt. Tactically, Mr Arafat 
may already be seeking to ensure that Binyamin 
Netanyahu emerges from such an outcome as the 
undisputed villain, But there is a huge difference 
in goala. The Palestinian side is still committed to 
the explicit terma of Oslo and the implicit under- 
standing of at least a quasi-state. Mr Netanyahu 
wishes not only to radically revise the terms, but 
haa rejected from the start any wider implication. 

But the question that baffles the critics and puz- 
zles many on the right who otherwise agree with 
him is whether the prime minister has an alterııa- 
tive scenario in mind. In a serles of recent inter- 
vlews, Mr Netanyahu has shed some light on his 
deeper thoughts. He aaserts that the maln cause of 
the Middle East dispute ia “the clash between 
ourselves and the Arab world” and that the 
Palestinlan problem was “the result of this con- 
flict, not its principal cause". Thia view may attract 
covert aympathy in Damascus but sends an alarm- 
ing tmmessage to all Palestinians, and many Israelis. 
Mr Netanyahu has indicated that he ia eager to 
move on the “final status" negotiations before the 
iuıterim arrangements are completed. If Mr 
Netnnyalhıu’s musings mean anything, it is that for 
him the final status is mcrely tlıe status quo. 

Mr Nctanyahu has also been candid in rejecting 
what he calls tlıe “clear assumption” of Oslo that 
both sides wish to establish a Palestinian state. He 
argues to the contrary that if the aspirations of 
Palestinian nationalism were satisfied in the West 
Bank, this would apread to the Arabs in Israel 
proper and that “there would be no end to it”, In 
theory, his argument should lead instead to full 
incorporation of the West Bank into Israel — anıd full 
democratic rights within Israel for all Arabs living 
there. Yet separatlon, not integration, remains the 
policy of his Likud party — resulting once again in 
an unsustainable statı1s Gilo. 

A compromiae may yet be reached on the lateat 
sticking point: Israel’s refusal to adherc to the 
timetable for withdrawal from the West Bank. Mr 
Arafat insists this is a point of principle but he 
could in the end accept a formula that would de- 
liver at leaat two of the three stages of withdrawal 
within a reasonable time-frame. So agreement on 
Hebron might yet be delivered. But what will hap- 
pen then, when it 1s discovered that nothing more 

Hes ahead? Israeli opinion is severely divided, yet 
somehow — perhaps through a new coalition — 
the debate has to face up to this ultimate question 
of the relationship between Palestinians and Jewa. 
Failure (o answer it is the bombshell that could 
finally wreck the peace process. 


Jonathan Eyal 


HE first summit of the World 
Trade Organisation ended 
last nıonth in Singapore with 
smug satisfaction. The WTO now 
embraces more than 120 countries, 
all ostensibly committed to free 
trade. True, China and Russia are 
still not members, and some sec- 
tors, such as financial services and 
agriculture, remain highly regu- 
lated. But all member states have 
pledged to eliminate such snags, 
and tradle across frontiers is now rİs- 
ing at four times the rate of growlh 
in world gross domestic product. 

Having been the cliché of acade- 
mic conferences for clecades, the age 
of the global economy is now a real- 
ity, and a very forceful one: foreign 
direct investment amounted to A 
staggering $315 billion in 1995, and 
is rising fast. Yet whatever was on 
the agenda at the WTO surnnıit, one 
issue was studiously avoided; the 
problem of democratic control and 
accountability in such an interdepen- 
dent international economy. The old 
institutions of the nation-slale are 
decaying, yet international organisa- 
tions can hardly fill the void. To 
make matters worse, leaders in 
every Weslern state pretend the 
problem does not exisl — despite €V- 
idence of a widespread, if unfocused, 
anxiety among all democracies, 

The supposed end of the era of 
ideologies has reduced Western 
party politics to a petty bureaucratic 
squabble: since economic priorities 
now appear preordained, the dig- 
pute is only about who is better 
suited to apply them. Britain's Con- 
servatives are offering Thatcherism 
without Thatcher; their Labour 
counterparts are espousing conser- 
vatism without the Conservatives. 

In the rest of Europe, the game is 
the same: while Germany's Chan- 
cellor Kohl or France's President 
Chirac are demanding sacrifices 
today in return for a promise of a 
glorious monetary union around the 
corner, their political opponents are 
merely offering the same monetary 
unlon with none of the pain. The 
electorate should be forgiven for 
disbelleving all of them, since it 
remains awarèê of only one tiny snag: 
although apparently God-given, cur- 
rent economic policies somehow (lo 
not deliver either the predictability 
or the prosperity to which they were 
accustomed in the past. 

The world recession seems to be 
over, but EU unemployment is still 
rising, to 18 million today. Work 
retraining schemes operate every- 
where, yet half of Europe's un- 
employed have been without a job 
for more than a year, and so are 
probably unemployable. The British 
“economic miracle", now touted by 
the Government as an example for 
the entire continent, is based on the 
elimination of workers’ rights, hardly 
& recipe for social stability. And, 


ND THE start uf ımonel 

union will make maltets: 

worse. The European Centra 
Bank wilî be ruled by a council corr | 
posed of the governors of the cont | 
nent's national banks, all unelected 
and all legally independent of their 
governments. They, in futn, 
elect an executive board, which 
be responsible to itself, Instead of 
greater accountability, Europe wil 
experience the new concept of 
tocopy democracy": elected leader 
will appoint bank governors whio, 
turn, appoint their representatives 
who, in turn, will make the real eco 
nomic decisions for an entire conl 
nent. And, ag with every copy of & 
photocopy. the text will become 
progressively less readable. f 

What would be the purpose, 
electing a national government il it 
cauld not decide on most financial 
matters? How would, say, . 
workers react when they are dis 
ımissed from work because some 
one whose name they cannot even 
pronounce has decided in Fran! 
that their country's deficit İS 0 
large for their own good! , 
answer is provided: Britains parlies 
are ready to debate 
about monetary union apart 
the question of the Bank's control 
A good case can be made 

free trade is inevitable: ce 
that tried to resist the 2 
become considerably poorer e 
regult. The same may appİy to he 
pean mouetary union a8 ا‎ 
problem is, however, that 10 1 


Adventurers’ 
crucial links 


THE BEST storlea have a beginning, a middle 
and an end, and Tony Bullimore's rescue was 
anı absolute classic. In the beginning, things went 
dreadfully wrong for the shipwrecked round-the- 
world yachtsman, In the middle, hia survival 
chances veered from bad to good and back again 
as the meagre evidence pointed first one way aud 
then another. n the end, everything came climac- 
tically right. It was the perfect ending to an almost 
incredible tale. 

They don't write them like that any more. And 
yet this was very much a late 20th century out- 
come to a brave man’s ordeal. Fifty years ago, peo- 
ple were raised on a dlet of stories about heroic 
adventurers exactly Hike Mr Bulllmore, Except that 
in most of these earlier stories, the hero wasn’t 
snatched from the ımountainous freezing seas at 
all. He or she was much more llkely to have per- 
ished unknown in the dcep. The epic tales of that 
era often ended in tantalising disaster: Captain 
Scott failing to return from the South Pole. Colonel 
Fuwcett lost in the Amazonian jungle, Amelia 
Enrhart flying off round the world, never to return. 

Today’s adventurers are brave heroes, too, but 
they have au invisible safoty-net of global commu- 


Bibi’s hopeless 
status qUO 


HE BOMB that may finally wreck the [sraeli- 

Palestininn negotlations has not yet expladed. 
The real significance of last week's fvo amall de- 
vicus in Tei Aviv was that no incldent had occurred 
since the sulclde bomb last March, which led to 
the postponement of te Iaracl wilıdirnwal from 
Hebron — and sealed the electoral fate of Shimon 
Peres. The silence of the big Icaguc bumbers givea 
the lie to larueli complaints that Yasser Arnfnt is 
not “fulfilling his bargain" to kecp terrorism under 


nications, Unlike Captain Scott, Sir Ranulph | while everyone extols the virtues of | ern politician is courageous gu 
control. On the contrary, it indicates how effective | Fiennes could be airlifted out of Antarctica when | free trade, few are prepared to accept | to give up the pretence that 
the sceurity dimension of the Palestinian Authorlty | things went wrong, Unlike Colonel Fawcett, the | that this means losing a job because | trends can be con 


has become. Yet it takes two to make a bargain, 
and in the current deacllock tac absence of Hamas 
from the scene cu hardiy be taken for granted. 


British expedition lost in the Borneo jungle three 
years ago could be found by a maasive rescue 
operation. Unlike Amelia Earhart, the circumnavi- 


And not one of e Westa leery 
is ready to admit that the 
of free trade in goods has Dee 


someone in China or Korea can pro- 
duce the same goods cheaper; eco- 
nomic theories about “conıparative 


Indecd many believe that the bargain struck at | gating Richard Brarısot was never out of contact | advantages” may be fine for erudite | free trade in politicians a8 well. 
Oslo is already beyond reach. The former mayor of | with the ground. Bullimore and Thierry Dubois | academics, but are useless as a politi | real rulers today are the chai 
Jerusalem, Meron Benvenlsti, argues that the dis- | survived because, even in the remote Southern | cal platform. of multi-media companies and 


cussion “is not over the implementation of the 
Osfo agreement, but over who will pay the price for 
its failure”, Opinion in Arab countrles increasingly 
envisages a “cold peace”, in which the dialogue 


Ocean, they remained part of the global village. In 
1997 it ia probably easier to die unkuown in the 
middle of London than to disappear forever in the 
inaccessible places of the world, 


Politicians are in the business of 
purveying good news, and a Con- 
spiracy of silence is now sustained 
by both governments and opposi- 


ministers who spent what WES 
all accounts, an agreeable Ûmê 
the WTO gathering in Singaporê, 


| هذا ست ایل او 
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myself protected, but then who's 
going to protect my neighbours? 
Anyway I don't like guns. The one 
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Cutting through the collective fear 


EEN e e reall scared wie wile 1 M di e 29 
5 newspapers and on television. The | was all alone at home on Mothers’ t t M 1 I th W 
Anne Proenza in scenario is depressingly familiar: | Day. There rather long power edla lon, NO Us € C, S e ay ea Killed ın 
Apartado talks tO banana workers — up to 30 at a time | cut and I sat there iıı the dark not 8 
٤ Colombian women who e i E E ا‎ to do or who COMMENT ا‎ gelling e the تمر ین‎ nd in 0 to be structured lo | thug states. Their “use by" dates Michig an 
٠ 1 4 3 0 3 : 2 oreboard. The potential evolution | fight Russia if it again became an j have expired, 
i are confronting terror their place of work, 0 in ا 0 ا اا‎ been 4 nicknamed Jim Hoagland of Pyongyang into a nonthreat alters | aggressively hostile nuclear super- Chins Leninist gerontocracy Plane Crash 
in their conmunity ingclass districts wi i 8 3 1 by € چ‎ —— she was edi | the strategic basls of U.S, military | power. The 2 MRC strategy was | still poses a regional threat to U.S. 
Sometimes e „ bullet hits a ۹ ( 7 و‎ 0 and the EERING ALONG the erratic | policy globally, elaborated by Colin | above all an insurance policy, taken | interests. And North Korea still has | Don Philllpa and Edward Walah 
N THE big White Book of woman or a child. k 4 1 apoleon OF. Ura! a a of orbit it has pursued since | Powell at the end ofthe Cold War. | out against Russia but explained in | the capability to go out bloodily | Ps and Edward Walsh 
Peace that lies open iı the town Guerrillas kill workers and farm- | ler E qualities. She is „the extinction of global com- The United States lıas maintained | terms of Iraq and North Koren, a | rather than evolve into a non- COMMUTER plane alammed 
hall of Apartado, in northwest my ا اا اا ا‎ 0 u IE et emn! of ry cabinet ااا‎ 1.5 | senior U.S. conmander acknowl | belligerent stale or lel! itself be into a field about 18 miles 
1 1 ROE rate : 1 0 ea threatens war one day | million men and women and an | edged to hs ago. 1 1 ٤ i 
a 0 e kill them because they suspect | the Colombian media. and embraces peace lhe next, | annual budget in the $250 billion to ged to me some months ago. absorbed into a unified Korea clomi- | southwest of Detrolt Metropolitan 


Airport while preparing to 
land last weck in deteriorating 
weather, killing 29 people, 
officials sald, 

Comair Flight 3272, lying ns 
a Delta Connection link from 
Cincinnati to Delrolt, burst inl 
flurnen on impact and shredded 
into aharcls of metal near Ida, 
Michigan. Local television stn- 
Hons quotecl wilnesscs aa nayin 
nonce uf the 20 passengers incl 
three crew members could have 
survived, andl only bocly parts 
remainecl. 

A Federal Aviulion Admin- 
istration offal nid thu pilus of 
the twin-engine Embvucr 120 
hul only routine Conversations 
with att-traffic carutrullers during | 
the flight incl dicl not alert con- 
tollerca of any problems before 
impiicl. 

In an imMer view with WNYZ-TV 
in Detroit, u witness who wae 
driving by Lhe < jLL after {he 
crash sald the ۰ 
have "Dounce 
ancl hi ù {re 


I over the ficlcls 
1d that he coukl 
identify the tail section nel 


natecl by Seoul. 

Bul America faces a less threaten- 
ing wurld Lhan it (lil when Powell 
drew up the pustCold War military 
insurance pulicy, U.S. strategic pos 
ture should be adjusted to reflect 
hat changing realily. 

A glimpse uf sone acljuslinenls 
cah be seen in a new paper writlen 
for Rand Corporation by threw le:ul- 
ing US, defense thinkurs, Robert 
Mackwill of arvarcl, Arnold Hore- 
liek of Rind il exaunalor Sun 


dealing wih Russiis conti 
wenkuess u ay diplomacy ral ber 
dat (resh military spuditigt. 
i e Amer init 
ly en NATO expr 
som, he urs lear e mer 
well world now wemnsgly 
ibin Rap wil Duh pS again. 
Len we vi eet all be isurance 
we cin buy, 


President Clinton simply re- 
newed the global insurance policy 
in his first term. Bul events in 
Norlh Korea, ex-Yugoslavia ancl 
Russia suggest that in his svcond 
ternı the presiclent nıust answer lwo 
questions he coukl prudently clefer 
until now! Whıal capabililies are 
needled by the world's only military 
stperpuwer lo coufrom slvaclily tl 
clining globl and regional threats? 
And what ius law 
these Cif; 

Conmunis 
knger t4 mobiliziny 
globally ur regi 


Pvunyytug. UGS mul North 
Kara kept Duir governs, tilt 
ry cours dl Comoe » Ul 
ul Sniet control aul lined vacı 
lu local odin n U Cm 
iS Ris hat bd bese u a 
ik lli a ms rra. 
e Syl ll e ls comlur- 
sively than did e Fast Luroprin 


$300 billion range since the Berlin 
Wall came down. The U.S. force 
slructure has remained constant 
cvenı as ex-Warsaw Pact nations beg 
10 becume menıbers of NATO and 
Russia's nıililary machine has come 
apart it tlıc seams in Chechnya and 
elsewlrre along Russia's raged 
southern frinpft. 

The wale reason for keeping 
U.S, nililary readiness (his igelt has 
bern hal Averica must be able 1o 
fight tul win (wo near-simullaneous 
ttjor regiotil conflicls — (he “4 
MRC" strategy, in Penlagon sherl- 
hind. A» desiguwd ind expliined hy 
Powell when he was George Bush's 
Cla uan of the Joint Chiels of Salt, 
Ihe IIninel Sales had to be able 1 
deter North Korea fro itli'kiny 
sulh. en if Washinton Wits elie 
Kake in pulling Brat ur [rim back in 
it Derin Lull bax. 
is» brillinl thevice for cling 

ıry while nat sayiug 1l 
Americus armel (urt 


Ie neues 
uhviutis, 


These wild oscillations are the 
cleatlı raltle of a regime that admits 
defeat but is uncertain how to end 
its agony. 

‘Ihe latest moves incdicale the 
regime may prefer to go oul of busi- 
mess on a wlıimper, not a bang. 

In late December North Kore 
suddenly apulogized for sending a 
spy submarine inlo South Korean 
walers in Seplember, anl then uc- 
cepled Washinglon's long-standing 
duınand that lalks about ending Cont- 
flict it the Karcan Pestitsula iuckrcle 
Seuul, 

If sustained, hese concessions 
pon lo a niajur' diplomatic triumph 
fur Presiclent Clinton and luis idvis- 
ery, Wo endure sharp crilicism fur 
seudiug luc antl Kul aid lo Nurtlı 

Korea afer Pyuukyang asrcetl in 
IY te freeze ils secret develop 
men of a mcletır trseniıl. 

Bul the siguificance ul regime- 
ending change in North Kort is 
much brutler aul cleeper trun 


Hebron Row 


Montoya is a thorn in the flesh of 
the government, currently going 
through one of its worst political 
crises. “I have a problem of legili 
macy as a local authorily,” she says. 
“When I urgently need a response 
fram central government, there's nu 
one I can callin Bogota as they're all 
busy with other things. As the coun 
try is rudderless, every institution 
withdraws into its shell and gels 
less and less involved." 

Montoya gets up at 5am every 
morning and says prayers for ie 
success of her “wonderful experi 
ence": “It helps me renounce my 
private life and devote ınyself to ie 
community.” 

The climate of terror does nol 
seem to have affectecl her extra 
ordinary energy. She has gone he 
fore the European Parliament lo ' 
plead her region's cause and sought i 
the support of non-governmental 
organisalions in Belgium, Switzer 
land and Britain. Pax Christi, a El 
ropean NGO, has sent an appraisal 
mission. More recently, women 
from Burundi and Bosnia came M ; 


Not surprisingly, farmers have 


tension. We wake up every morning 


Villegas, who began in her job as 
“defender of the people" a little 
more than a year ago, says that 95 
per cent of the complaints she 
receives are to do with law and 
order: “Most are the result of gov- 
ernment negligence — or govern- 
ment connivance. People are afraid 
to complain to the authorities. 
Everyone is scared," 

Was she afraid? “Of course, like 
everyone else. But I firmly believe 
that those who commit acts of vio- 
lence have a certain esteem for 
women, an esteem that shields us to 


them of supporting the guerrillas — 
or to carry out “social cleansing". 
Drug traffickers kill just to lay their 
hands on a tract of land. Others 
simply avenge the murder of their 
nearest and dearest. 


fled the land, as have banana 
workers, who now refuse to İive 
near the plantations. As one of them 
says: “We live in a state of extreme 


wondering whether it's going to be 
our last.” 


ER 
ILLUSTRATION: PHIUPPE PRAGUIN 


Apartado's residents have the 
grim, clenched expressions of 
people who know they may die 
tomorrow, They are unwilling to 
talk. They believe it is better not to 
voice their opinions or have friends, 
otherwise they may make enemies. 
According to official figures, 1,258 
people in the region died violently in 
1995, around 200 of them in mass 
muuders. 

The banana industry, run by 


clipped tones. “But round here it’s a 
befter idea to talk about the right to 
life, because that is tlie right which 
is not respected." 


Carmen Pilar, a lawyer who spe- 


cialises in human righis cases, was 
appointed public prosecutor in 
Apartado last February. The two 
previous prosecutors, one of them 4 
woman, had been murdered. 


Pilar found the job particularly 


harrowing, and has just resigned. 


In a tiny, sliflingly hot office, a 
small woman wearing a lightweight 
dress antl black high-hecled shoes 
stands wîth her elhows on the 
counter and sighs into the tele- 
plune: “But colonel, he wasıu't a 
tracle-uniunisl or a pollical spokes- 
man. He was just an ortlinary 
ufficlal wilo represenlel no ane, an 
artlinary young man, I feel so baclly 
fur our wholc team, Surely they're 
not going to start killing ıny officials 
just 10 make me keep my mouth 
shut?" 

The woınan ou the Lelephone is 
Gloria Isabel Cuartas Montoya, 
aged 45, mayor of Apartado. She is 
doing her best to put 1 brave face on 
things: one of her staff, a man in his 
tweıılics, was murdered the previ- 
ous day. His killers tore out his 
tongue. 

“I's only through Ihe power of 
speech and common sense thal we 
Colombians will ever be able to 
bring about the peace we all long for 
so nıuch,”" she tells lhe person on 
the phone, a senior officer in the 
Colombian army. She goes on to 


0 ۳ 0 “maybe t wing." 
explain the “Respect for Life” pact | She could not help weeping as ehe | wealthy landowners, most of whom | some extent. lend their support to the women | maybe n 
that she wants lo see introduced. read accounts of how peasant fani | ive abroad, boomed in the sixties Uraba,. The International Red Cros: ۰ There's nothing you coulel 
The anonymous visitor who | les had been tortured. “I was never | and began to export worliwide. The ARTA MAGNOLIA, aged | is active in the region, attenıpting ! Spills Over lo," he said, "There was a firv 
wrote “women . . . are life” had a | able to come to terms with the col- | plantations attracted workers from 31, a police inspector, Î track down missing persons. . andl it was torn all tw pices. LÛ 
polnt: from January to June 1996, | lective irrational fear that hangs | all over Colombla. prays that “the soul of the | Every day Montoya sees Sie Into th e U.S wus just picces.” The Natiunal 
565 of the 692 people killed in the | over this town,” she says. But the guerrilla movement also | murdered person will help her find j Caroline, a Dominican nun ۰ 


Transportation Safety Bonrd 


northwestern region of Uraba, Uraba's economy relies almost | thrived in Uraba. By the eighties the Î the killer", She left her 13-month-old | drives around the countryside help dispatched an investigative 
where Apartado is located, were | entirely on its vast banana planta- | big landowners had had enough of | baby girl in Medellin so she could Î ing widows and orphans who Thomas W. Lippman team 2 0 0 ا‎ by buard 
men. Montoya, elected mayor of the | tions. The region, which was largely | the guerrillas’ “revolutionary tax", | realise her lifelong dream of becom- | suddenly find themselves a HE TENSION and iat e 0 n A. mE 
town in Augusli 1995, says: “If 1 | ignored by the 1991 constitution, | extortion and kidnappings, and | ing a police detective. job, a home or any form of 1 2 2 n 1 ım e ا‎ an ne 
were a man, they'd already have | has apparently been written off by | organised what they called “self She often works till midnight, | protection. ê ile bey o ا ی‎ el ge, e ata, ا‎ 
killed me.” the Colontbian government. defence groups". These soon | and the little time she has for social- By deciding not to keep fér Palestini 5 چ‎ OW 2 OE E اا‎ con- 
Other equally plucky women For the past 10 years it has been | turned into battalions of | ising she spends with work col- | mouth shut, the niayor of ُ into las ووا‎ over el 1 ۴ era ا‎ anı اا‎ inane 
head the main institutions that have | the scene of a ruthless power strug- | paramilitaries that operated with the | leagues. “No one wants to go out | has managed to ensure that Uiraba ê û Aa week in i o. ل‎ o rug- 0 0 e 3 to attempt to 
to deal wilh violence in Uraba. The | gle between guerrillas, paramilitary | blessing of the regular army. with an inspector or someone work- | is not forgotten. The war has been Israel's bs i e Uaited € ا‎ A e. Rk 
coordinating officer of the local | groups, drug traffickers and the Then, as the drugs market took Î ing for the force,” she says with a | raging for 10 years, but if İS only States Eli 0 Le El o ti 1 1 eg a eve el er: 
criminal investigation department is | army. ‘The civilian population has | off, the traffickers made a deal with | smile. “They're afraid of getting | recently that Colombians hae of 2 ٣ th تر‎ led He ا‎ 4 I 2 
a woman, as are three of the five Î sııffered most. Town hall sources | the paramilitaries to drive peasants | bumped off just because they've | realised that more people die every negollati Miter seTIng 1 و ل‎ Ty n 0 ا‎ plane 
deteclive inspectors. say there are more than 25,000 | off thelr land. There has now been a | been seen with me." day in Uraba than anywhere else in with i Ri a eet 8 E al at heavy 


maintenance check was on 
November 20. 

However, it ia clear that the 
investigators will pay particular 
attention to weather data. 

Whlle initial speculation about 
accident causes is often wrong, 
pilots and other aviation profes- 
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Palestinians play a board game outside a Hebro! 
has caused verbal thrusts and parrles İn Washington 


town of Hebron to stiffen the Pales- 
tinians' negotiating position. 

ian President Hosni 
Mubarak appeared on the Charlie 
Rose television show to complain 
Ihat Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
Jamin Netanyahu has broken his 


the country. 

However, e e ll 
being made on all sides, 
seems to be little sign of light at he 
end of the tunnel. 

(January 5-6) 


For the same reason, Mayor 
Montoya knows she cannot have 
friends or lovers. Every day she 
learns of a new plot to kill her, yet 
she goes around without body- 
guards and lives alone. "Î could get 


complete breakdown of law and 
order as warring [actions fight over 
patches of land and for political 
power, 

Every day, cases of torture and 
murder are given wide coverage in 


refugees in the region. The 90,000- 
strong population of Apartado — 
the region's largest town and its 
administrative centre ¬~ includes 
more than 1,000 war widows and 
4,500 orphans. 


The jab of “defender of the 
people”, set up by Colombia's pro- 
gressive 1991 constitution, is held 
by Maria Villegas, a spirited 30-year. 
old. "Usually people talk about 
human rights," she remarks in 


۶ that promise to abide by agreements sionals in the area noted that 
agaln in three years’ me. Many | adopted a new summer me negotiated by his predecessors. And As former undersecretary of | “Amediator should offer compro- | biased, they wouldn't have hin at | weather was terrible. The FAA's 
Millennium sparks race to beat the clock contracts that guarantee exclu- | will ا‎ at GMT minus و‎ anan Achrfwii, senior official of | state Arnold Kanter wrote in a paper | mise before an agreement is signed, | the talks.” . | official weather report at the 
ل ت‎ ka 4 ت‎ alive access to the best-placed . | thus indispu' 1 2lst Yasser Arafat's Palestinian Author- | last week, “Hebron is stalemated | not after," she told reporters at the Ben-Elissar says one of the main | time of the crash showed layers 
Florance de Changy already اا‎ work trying 8 , | Previorrs day — and the previous | islands are already being nego- | firat nation to enter {he 1. : ily. accused U.S, mediator Dennis | because the Hebron negotiations | Center for Strategic and Interna | reasons the Palestinians are hang- | of broken clouds, with Hight 
in Auckland E n 0 0 E ehe asclnating A e a e RE a ıittle games can also be 1 of abandoning his neutrality طت‎ seerı and are س ل‎ buh e یی ا ا ا‎ 8 ing tough e Egypl — لوا‎ wincis e 0 e vlalbility in 
a ٤ 1 ٠ 1 8 And overstepping his mandate by | sicles as a way to shape the fulure e sail Ross was urging the | original and for many yenrs only | snow and miat, . 
a E i before anyone 0 بل ا‎ et e e e : ا‎ el upside down: 2 Pe 1 e a ا‎ that fvorel course and ultimate result of the en- Paleiinns e ا‎ peace partner —- is effing 1 ino ا ا‎ 
1 : 7 troveray. | . Tahitl sra] tire peace process." anyahu because his fragile govern- | them on. «leterminc whcther the plane 
2 1 lk 0 e ê Cldale . تاي‎ firat to e has been of great inter- | islets claim the privilege. , ` | 20th century, ies fom Ti ا‎ The harmonious atmosphere of Netanyahu was elected last year Î ing cualition might shatter if he | "Egypt has not played a conistruc- | hud entered leng conditions, in 
0 0 1 1¢ 4 1 1009 (fo Er li ا‎ 0 7 e e bE for some years. Kiribati (formerly Gilbert and اا‎ ee | Futun®s, أ ر‎ those Rose Garden signing cere- Î on a platform opposed to the peace | acvepletl the original late. a tive role," sall ben-Elissar, a former which sliects of ice can farm on 
on December 31, 194 0 one, | positon themsc a ke mal CC, 1¢ end of 1989, the _. | Ellice Islarids) has succeeded in | wards to Wallis and, will, within | monies in President Clinton's first | terms ncgotialed by his predeces | She snid that showed “bins” to- | [uracll ambassador to Egypt. wings, fail surfaces andl pro- 
extludes the much chiller eusf- eh tc west aide of the date Ine, Japanese television channel TV4 | changing the international date | Tonga or New Ze have g00 rn scemed to have dissipated | sors. He is seeking ta delay frum ÎÛ warl Israel, perhups the first tine in Jusl aş a Hebron agreement ap- | pellers, robbing the plane of lift 
ern tip of Siberin). 0 1 on ل‎ eg 8 intended to broadcast live the line to standardise time across a matter of a few hours, 31 entirely, The inunediate cause of the | September 1997 until May 1999 te several yenrs of Mideusl negli | peared to bein hand, he snid, Egypt | and making contral difficult. 
The i of the toi e ep a E Bounty or ak of the nlneties on the | the whole country. atraight from Dere 2000 2 unpleasantness is the long stnle- | deadline lor Israel's milllary with- | tiuns tut so prominent a participant 1 ian officials went on television to | If the crash docs involve lcing, 
less lslands of Occanin acattere porcles Is! a 2 closer to | Chatham Islands. Unfortunately, | This means that people .. |, 1999, to January 2, he enda ': ¦ | mulein lalks between Isrnel and the | drawal from the occupied West | lias recused Ross of partinlity. “I | say the Palestinians woukl not sign | it will be a blow to the FAA'S 
on either side of the International | the equator amid Tonga's „| these Rahing islands located in | listening to Kiribati radlo will no |. thus neatly avoir I 3| Palestinians over the conditions | Bank. Arafat and the Palestinlans | incl it objectionable personally that | unless larael accepted Arafat's post Û program to prevent Icing : 
Date Line are in a position, if coconut trees. Then, after spend- Î the middle of the Roaring . |; longer have to endüre Sunday millennjum psycho! 09 F| mder which Israel will pull its | are insisting that the original daje | te Americans are trying to justify | tion on a sevurily role for the Pales- | accidents, which grew out of the 
they wish, not only ta see {he ing n long night nıoving from one | Forties, were swathed in thick hymns two days running — first | . QGanyay D : | | oops out of Hebron, a mostly Arab | — fixed in the Olo II agreement | chauges ou the basis of clomeslic | tiniuns at the. Tomb of tle | crash of an American Engle 
first dawrı andl last dusk of cach | nıillennium to the next and fog on the night of December 31, | on the east side of the line, then, | : town with @ small core of Jewish | signed al Ihe White House In Sep- | political problems for Netanyahu,"  Patriarchs in Hebron, also site of a | ATR-72 turboprop aircrolt at 
day, but also to live the same day | several hours of daylight in As such conditions were hardly | on the west side the following * |. r. ٣ selllers. tember 1995 — was itself a compro- | said Asbırawi mosque sacred 10 Muslims. Egypt | Roselawn, Indiana, in October 
twice over, without too much 200O, they can take a short ideal to capture the first sunrjse, 1 : ٤ ا‎ St J 91 £ ° | j FÎ _ Bu representatives of both sides | mise and must be adlıeredl to. Sıale Departmenl spokesman | has consistently urged Arnfat not to | 1994, in which 68 people clled. 
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u e0 cal characteris- Î on earth) on 8 . The country is currently . ld copyiight bY .... 5 aا‎ ım Ashrawl. side " ben! : and dive into a field. 
dea coll rt, out to be n god- | date line, where they will be able Î them off as live footage, ِ , jon RS Mea’ Time minus | .,  OLe Monde, Faris. ° 'l إ‎ 1 Lt Heppena siet 
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Japanese Put Bite on Officials’ Free Lunch 


it would be unfair, even if it were 
passible, to exclude them sucldenly 
from the expense-account culture. 

“I think it is outrageous to have 
government officials hosting din- 
ners involving geishas," sail one 
high-ranking bureaucrat, who asked 
not to be identified. "But to deprive 
them of the initiative of hosting 
some eating and drinking occasions 
within the limits of common sense, I 
think that is wrong.” 

Burcaucrats generally earn less 
than their peers iu private industry, 
even though they may have had far 
more clistinguished acadenıic hack- 
grounds. The average 45-yearokl 
niıtional government bureaucrat in A 
middle managers job earns 
$100,000 a year. While that is higher 
than a counterpart in the Lied 
Slates, Ihe money doesn" go as far; 
in Japan, a cup of coffee can easily 
cusl $û. The average cuncloniniunı 
in grcaler Tokyo is small, about 690) 
sqlare fel, ant costs aboul 
SIHROKL. 

Even the ligliest-ranking Kove n- 
ment bureaucrats generally live in 
mudesl govermmentewned housingt, 
This imbalince Causes resent 
anong some burcaucrals, whe [eel 
that their elite status entitles {heuı to 
a (lecenl expensw account, "If yuu 
lestroy Ihe whole process of bu- 
ning the iecepled prit 


ewly e best people will mul be 
ruClrd lo ggoverninen service," 
3 u, he citize activist, he 


they want lo jus 

“hose thin U til: 
rund lu Il ite 
Oyaa, , Whe wis AD Dp 
XpGrl business. "DH 1> really se'y 
thal many ol hem lout feel guilty 
abut il." 


rcaucrats — until the public spot- 
ight was turned on, 

Masaru Salo, head of the group 
that sued in Niigata Prefecture, said 
that people are fed up with bureau- 
crats brazenly spending millions on 
entertainment, "Arrogance is par't of 
it.” Sato said. "Their mentalily is that 
even though there is a red light, if 
we all cross the sireel us a group 
there is nothing to be scarexl of.” 

The public outcry over bureau- 
cralic corruption has reached Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Haslimoto, who 
called {le recent spate of scarlals 
"shameful" and issued a rare scold- 
ing of government workers wien le 
atldressed parliament in November, 

AS a result of the ouicry, the na- 
tonal antl local governments art 
passing lolugher expenst-avCcounl 
regulations as well as frveclonraf 
informalinn laws to allow laxpityers 


ing recurs, Critics say the regula- 
tions (lo mul far cough — {lat 
many local governments sll refuse 
lo clisclose huw puble moncy is 
spent on emertainment, for exarnple, 

The service inthustry has pleuderl 
wilh sume local gıvernmeuls tol lu 
be toa rans id 
bars net i HOVUTN- 
ment cenlers say public scruliny in 
killing busi And {he burvau- 
crats iemselyes are bogging or urt 
dersancdinu. 

Jipanesr allure is mill art pet 


la prefecture, 


term for taking bribes; and 
Nobuharu Okamitsu, the former top 
bureaucrat in the national Health 
Ministry, was indicted. 

Okamitsu, who had resigned in 
November, was charged with 
accepting more than $530,000 in 
bribes from a nursing home contrac- 
tor in return for $3 million in con- 
{racts. The allegecl bribes includecl 
free use of a car and house, frec ren- 
ovation of his condominium and a 
golf club membership worth more 
than $110,000. 

Corruplion among Japan's politi 
cians ancl bureaucrats is not new, 
bul te public's aggressive response 
is. People once accepted govern 


nmient grec(l and graft with a shrug of 


resignalion. Japan has always lıad a 
shortage of advocates for con- 
sumers aid taxpayers; a Ralph 
Naderslyle crusader has uever 
cauglıl on in 4 nation avcuslutmetl 1o 
accepling wltlever its lemlers dislı 
out, Bul now, will he nalimil ecu 
nomy leaner aml personal budgels 
lghler, an energized public is 
demanding ntore accountability. 

In a display uf civic activism tliat 
the Asabi Evening News las (le- 
scribed û nileslone in lhe his- 
tary uf local overuteitl,” vifiAutls 


groups hive filed lawsiuils all over 
Ihe counlry demining the return 


uf suinderrd funcls. 
Iu ome " in Nii 
four kocal btretkrits pert tbt 


SUN un in evening's rnlerlain= Û sonal relationships, anl the Lies are 


lbicaled wilh liquor anl foul. 
Japunese corporulious spenl abut 
BAN billiou last Year 

bip ans Mer ox 
wvorling tu figures rt 
wh by tbe Nalimal 


[UNSen, 


ر دال لمیر | کلامم بد 
works inl other local projects. vent‏ 
per person lor (liner appar’ | leitsuel‏ $110 


menî fur nine nalionill government 


offivials. I.ocal officials trulitionally 
lavish enlerttnmenl on naliual of 


Teials who dole oul onu! 


cully seemed acceptable wm the bu- Û Fu: AMvinistralin, Bureiicrials xay 


custoıned to an unusual level of re- 
spect — and the dinners, drinks, 
gifts, golf outings and other perks 
that somewhere along the way be- 
came part of their jobs, 

But in the last year, public respect 
for bureaucrats has nose-dived with 
a series of scandals and coverups, A 
recenl Mainichi Shimbun newspa- 
per poll found that only 10 percent af 
respondents thought government 
bureaucrals seek to fulfill the public 
good. 

Unprecedented investigations by 
citizens' groups have disclosed a 
torrent of sleaze. It is impossible lo 
pick uj a newspaper in Japan these 
(lays witlıoul finding a story about 
bureaucratic corruption, from 
insider stock deals at the elile 
Finance Minislry lo lavish dinners 
for the officiils al cily halls across 
the nation. 

An investigation by lhe Yonviuri 
newspaper (lisclused thal officials in 
20 of Japan's 47 prefeclural govern- 
ments squantlered more than $123 
million last year on officials enter 
taining other officials, fabricating or 
padding business trips or hiring 
bogus staff. 

Nine prefeclurus have forced offi- 
cinls to return money. Last month, 
more than 2.300 currenl and former 
Tokyo vily employees, including a 
former guvernur, pukl back û spercl- 
ing bill excevding $7 milliun — i 
the case ht pronpted the mail 
urder harassmeıl of lhe City buclgel 
ufficial. 

On Christmas Day, the ınayor uf 
Naguya ancl other cily offivials were 
urdereıl iv repuy more than $9 mil. 
lion ol taxpayer ıuoney they suit 
Jereıl; the ımayar of Toyohashi Wus 
given a lwu-year suspended prison 
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Taxpayers are hitting back 
at bureaucrats accused of 
squandering money, write 
Kevin Sullivan and 
Mary Jordan in Tokyo 


ORE THAN 100 times in 

recent months, a Tokyo 

city government budget 
alficer has answered his front door 
to find unwanted deliveries waiting 
— hemorrhoid cream, wigs, applica- 
tons for a marriage counseling 
service, expensive walclıes — up to 
eight itenıs a day, all cash on 
delivery. 

Police say {he mail-ortler harass- 
wmenl is the work of an angry tax- 
myer forging the bureaucrat's 
sigıalure {o order the nuisance 
xunds. The molive: The bureaucrat 
is a defendant in a lawsuit filed by 
Tokyo resiclents angry that cily offi 
vials srunırleretl more than $7 nil 
lion between 1993 and 1995 to wine 
and (line each other. The plaintifls 
want their {ax money back; the 
prankster wants to make il personal. 

“That's funny! I'm glacl this person 
dil thal; | hope this guy learned a 
kessun," said Ayako Haıukızono, a 
Tokyo kindergarten teacher, reflecl- 
iug public disgust and an agressive 
, Iw civic aclivism toward bureau- 

' ıl corruplion. 
| Fiugs like (lis used ta be un- 
ا‎ lard uf herv, For Heviules, Japan's 
rarer public servanls were counsitl- 
wel the best and the brighiesl — 
' nly lhe lop gratluates of lhe top uni- 
smilies went into govrrnmenl Ser- 
Î wiv, The bureaucracy lere has fiir 
ı more power than clectetl politicians, 
1 fu public servants have become a 


mation on how much they're actıı- 
ally doing to preserve it.” 

Many companies concede that 
the maln point is lo make a buck, 

Take the Rain Forest Cafe, ere- 
ated by (tnarketing entrepreneur 
Steve Schussler, Today, the con- 
pany operates six locations, iucluul« 
ing sites at (he Wall Disney Worll 
Village in Kissiınmee, Florktla, and 
the one iı McLean that opeited iıı 
Septeınber. During its most recent 
quarter, {he company posted profits 
of $15.7 nillion, up fran $3.1 million 
during the saıne periocl lasl year. 

“We're in lhis for business 
purposes,” said Schussler, who 
launclied the iden after turning his 
home into a mock rain forest to CONn- 
vince investors the concept coulcl 
take root. “We call it the . . .'E'g' — 
entertainment . . . environment and 
earning a return on investment." 

The company does nol donate 
money from profits to preservation 
groups, but it does donate several 
thousand dolîars a year [rom coins 
thrown into the wishing wells at the 
reslauranls. [ts slalf also canducts 
rain forest “educational programs" 
at neighborhood schools. 

Some companies do provide 
money tlirectly from profits to rain 
forest projeclis,. In June, Mislic 
Brands launched a line of rain 
foresttheıned juices, hoping to cap- 
ture a larger segment of (he 12- to 
34year-olcl market — the one, ex- 
perts say, for wlıich environınental 
themes appeal! nıost. As part of the 
launch, the company agreed to pay 
to the Nature Couservancy, 10 cents 
per case of beverage sold, for a min- 
imum of $50,000 this year and a 
ninimuum of $235,000 over several 
years. ٤ . 
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from the Southern Hemisphere, in 
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neled to rain forest preservationists. 
Benckiser selled lhe case, 

Some environmentalists, mean- 
wiıile, argue that cornpanies that do 
ınake donations clo so only in token 
amounts. 

“There is unquestionably ranı- 
pant greenwashing golng on,", said 
Ranclall Hayes, executive director of 
the San Franciscobased Rain Fare 
est Aclion Network. 1؟‎ think these 
companies should be. hell up. lo 
some sort of public accountnbilily. If 
they're selling the rain forest, they 
should be asked to procluce infor- 


Jungle fever . .. while the natural rain forest is disappearing rapidly 
the U.S. the business versjon is booming 


become big since the early 19908," 
sald Jason Clay, a former marketing 
executive who helped Inunch 
several environment-related procl- 
ucts İn the early 1990s. People often 
fecl they're making a. positive 
impact on the environment when 
they purchase these protlucts.” 
Federal officials say that's nol 
always lhe case. Earlier lis year, 
the Federal Trade . Commission 
charged Benckiser Consumer Prod- 
ucts, maker of EartiıRite household 
cleaners, with falsely claiming that a 
portion of its profits was being chan- 


Heart for protecting habitats — and 
for preserving enough Oxygen for 
future shoppers to breathe. 

The rain forest theme is a branch 
of the 1990s’ green marketing move- 
ment, in which companies stress 
that thelr.products are environmen’ 
tally friendly. Toray, the rain forest 
image is worth more than $100 mil 
lion in annual sales İn America, and 
witlı an array of recently launched 
products, analysts. expect the nur” 
ber to grow rapidly. 

The theme “taps inta consumer 
interesl in the environment that's 


Rainforest 
‘Theme Is 
A Winner 


' Anthony Falola 


P4s THE Magic Mushroom 

juice bar, not far [rom the ani 
malronic {alking {rees and the fake 
; Jungle nıist, around the corner fron 
| helive macaws and the plastic palm 
i kronds and rows of themed mer- 
| chandise, lies the entrance to the 
Rain Forest Cafe, 

And if that new McLean, Virginia, 
restaurant can't satisfy your appetite 
for ihe rai forest, why, just look 

| wound. last summer, beverage 
maker Mistic Brands Inc, began 
‘quenching the thirst of parched 
uggers with a new juice line 
salled Rain Forest Nectars. And 
tor he environmentally minded con- 
Iractor, Several lumber companies 
0 are now marketing 
tropical rain 

forest tinnben TP 
. There's Ben & Jerry's Rain 
rest Crunch Ice Cream, Tropical 
Source's Chocolate Chips, rain 
forestthemed cosmetics, Swiss Van- 
ila and Extracts of the Rain Forest 

, and more. 

Indced, while the natural rain 
fires might he disappearing rapidly 
fron the globe's Southern Heml- 
sphere, in the United States the 
8 version is proliferating. 
lever panies have caught jungle 
;îver, boltling and selling, packag- 
0 repackaging just about any- 

1E Wilh a rain forest theme, 
apitalizing on the apparent soft 
Pot in {he American consumer's 
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China Vetoes 
Guatemalan 
Peace Force 


John M. Goshko 


HE DRIVE to end 36 years of 
civil war in Guatemala suffered 
a setback last week when China re- 
taliated against the Guatemalan gov. 
ernment's support for Taiwan and 
vetoed the use of U.N. peace- 
keepers to supervise the recent 
peace agreement in the Central 
American nation. 

China was the lone member of 
the 15-nalion Security Council to 
vote against a U.S.sponsored 
resolution calling for the dispatch of 
155 military observers to Oversee 1 
compliance with the accord signed : 
on December 29 by Guatemalan إ‎ 
President Alvaro Arzu and [eftisı 
rehel leaders. 

‘The agreement calls for an end to 
the conflict, during which mare 
than 100.000 people have been | | 
killed and 40,000 more have disap | | 
peared. If fully implemented, il 
would see Guateınala follow Nic 
ragua and El Salvaclor in ending the 
civil wars thal dominated Central 
America itı the 1970s and 1940s. 

‘The opposing factions hacl looked 
to ihe United Nations, whiclı played 
an important role in bringing about 
the agreemen, to ensure compliance ! 
with key provisions such as disarm | 
ing (he rebel forces uu endin ا‎ 
atrocities ugaiust the [ulin nutjurit: 

Defeat ul the pln fr UX. 
ohservers means that there will be | 
no impartial force 1u assume hi ! 
task. a 

Prompting Beijing's action was its 
insistence that Taiwan is an integral 
province of China and its policy ol ' 
opposing any couniry that mai | 
tains ties with Taiwan. Guatemala is 
one of fewer Lhan 3f countries in| 
Central America and Africa thet 
recognize Taipei iustead of Beijing, 
primarily because (hey receive 
stanlial aid Irom Taiwiin. 

As one of the five permanent 
members of the Security Cou 
China has the power of veto. 
exercise(l thant power lust week after 
extensive negotiations {lat incl 
meclialion by the United Slates 
alher countries friendly lo Guat 
mala failed to induce the Arzu 
government lo make conciliatory 
gestures satisfactory to Beijing. 

Il was the first Chinese veto of 4 
council resululion since 1972. Un 
now, the mere tlıreat of a Chinese 
veto has been sufficient to force 
offending e fo n cancer 
sions. Last year, for example, 
used a thrent to o .N. peace 
keeping force for Haiti to cause 
uation to put the brakes on its deve 
oping ties with Taiwan. i 

The Chinese were especialy 0 
censed by Guatemala's four years 
support in the U.N. General Aste 
bly for Taiwan's bid to wn u 
membership as E country’ 

Further aggrav' 1 
was Guatemala's action in invillng 
Taiwanese representative tO 
December 29 lgning 0 pent 
agreement in Guatema! 

“We are not golng to change o 
ا‎ with r : 
Miguel port, the 
ambassador in Washington, ایو‎ 


| 
Before the vote. ج‎ 
He said his government had sei 
a letter to the Security Count 
stating that it did not intend to f 
0 


fe aa eg = 


ق 


possibility of resuming talks soon. 
But even if the communication 
revives over the next few days, all 
indications are tlıat the crisis will 
take weeks and possibly months lo 
resolve. 

Fujimori appeared prepared to 
handle a long siege and said he 
was not worried that a lengthy 
crisis would give political oppo- 
nents an opportunity to attack his 
administration, as some here are 
predicting. 


16 be Dasbington Jost /INTERNATIONAL 
Fujimori and Rebels 
Remain Poles Apart 


wanted to update The Washington 
Post, Fujimori's end of the converaa- 
tion, in its entirety, went like this: 
“What did you talk about? . . . Yes 
..„ Uh luh . . . Nothing else but 
that? ,.. How much time?., . Yes... 
Yes ... Perfect . .. The conversation 
was fluid? . ., Uh huh... Yes... 
Perfect... Thank you ... Goodbye.” 

Afterward, Fujimori reported that 
Palermo and Cerpa — who had a 
brief conversation by two-way radio 
this morning — had discussed the 


three to five people — not neces- 
sarily limited to Peruvians — and 
that each would have to be 
approvecl by both the government 
and tlıe rebel leader, Nestor Cerpa 
Cartolîni. 

Dressed İn a blue pinstripe suit, 
looking relaxed and often smiling, 
Fujimori in the 45-minute inter- 
vicw lived up to his reputation as a 
president who approaches tlhe 
affairs of state with the precision of 
a mathematician, which is what he 
was trained io be. Alone in a 
cluttered office — several paint 
ing» he has received as gifts were 
leaning on chairs, and boxes lined 
Ihe walls — tle president seemed 
at once isolated but in complete 


control. 


How Fujimor1 has been handling 


hinıself has been the subject of 
much speculation, not only among 
foes — who grudgingly admire his 
unyielding stance — but also arnong 
foreign diplomats, who have won- 
dered how (his hard-to-read leader 
is making his choices. From the 
onset of the crisis, this descendant 


of Japanese immigrants lıas spent 
almost all uf his tinıe holetl up in the 
presiclentinl pnlace. 

"As [ar as the negotiations, every- 
une knows thal mine is a hard posi- 
tion," Fujimori sall. "That has nut 
changed. Î continue, will prudence 
aul with rationality, ancl also will a 
lot of realism.” Asked what would 
happen if the government learned 
that a hostage had been harmed, 
Fujinıorî said: “In that case, the 
logic with which we are working 
will change completely." 

Apparently intent on showing 
how much in conımand he is, Fuji- 
mori at one point halted the inter- 
view, picked up the telephone and 
ordered that his chief mediator in 
the crişis Domingo Palermo, be 
summoned. Palerma called back 
and Fujimori began by saying he 


Gabrlel Escobar In Lima 


RESIDENT Alberto Fujimori 

sail last week that his gov- 

ernment has had only three 
tlirecl conversations with {he rebel 
group holding hostages at the 
Japanese ambassadors residence, 
an acknowledgment tliat negotia- 
tions to end {he 24-day standloff 
have hardly advanced. 

In an interview, Fujimorî also sail 
that nııc courttry has offered asylum 
lo the rebels und that olhera may be 
approached as part of a brnaler 
slralegy lo finel a resolution, He snicl 
ılıis oplion would be worked out in 
conjunction with the Japanese go¥- 
ernment but insisted thal any dis- 
cussion of asylum woukl hinge on 
lhe rebels’ releasing Ihe remaining 
hostages and surrentlering (heir 
wr'aPpDns. 

Guerrillas from lhe Tupac Aınaru 
Revolutionary Movenıent (MRTA) 
hursl into an clegant party at the 
residence on December 17 and 
seized hundreds of hostages, Since 
hen, the rebels have relcasecl all 
bul 74 — those remaining include 
Y'ujimoris brother, Pedro — and the 
siege has settled ilo A grim rai 
tint, Fujimorî's remarks, revealing 
how little real negolialion has gone 
on between tle government ancl the 
rebcls, suggestecl how far nari the 
two sides may be. 

Fujimori emphasized that there 
have been no talks at all with the 
rebels in about a week, and added 
thal he could not predict whether 
\he crisis would last three months 
or more. 

Despite this lack of contact, how 
ever, Fujimori for the first time 
provided (letails of a governmental 
proposal to use an independent 
commission as a way of finding an 
“exit” for the rebels once they sur- 
render, He said this “commission 
of guarantors” would he made up of 


price them out of the world 
market, German union lenders 
have been contemplating a 
massive round of strikes to 
press their demanda for more 
Jobs, shorter working hours and 
secure pensions. 

In the east, resentment has 
reached a flash point over 
tens of thousands of jobs loat 
when former state enterprises 
were closed in the name of 
modernization. Kurt 
Biedenkonpf, the Christian 
Democratic premier in Saxony, 
the largest state in the former 
East Germany, sald recently 
that violent protests could aoon 
explode in Dresden and other 
citiea where joblessness now 
exceeds 40 percent. 

Germany’s weak economy 
has spawned unprecedented 
political tensions within the 
governing alliance that Kohl 
has headed for 14 years. The 
Junior partner Free Democrats 
have threatened to bolt unless 
the government agrees to : 
gubatantial tax cuts, including 
the abolition of a 7.5 percent 
solidarity tax to pay for aid to 
the east. But Kohl ingiats that 
no tax package can be approved 
until new-ways are found to 


cover the shortfall in revenues. 


economic data show no signs of 
improving. He said the number 
of jobless workers will surpass 
4.5 million — or 11 percent of 
the labor force — by the end of 
the month, and undoubtedly 
climb in aubsequent months 
because economic prospects 
look so anemic. 

Economists said that the 
freezing weather in Germany 
aııd much of Europe for the last 
few weeks could hamper the 
construction industry so much 
that the economy would contract 
at least until the spring. 

And some politicians and 
economlats are predicting that 
unless Geraıany’s inflation- 
conscious central bank softens 
its reluctance to cut interest 
rates further to atimulate the 
economy, the country’s vaunted 
saclal conaengus could snap. 

“Mass unemployment ls 
threatening social stability in 
Germany," according to Ernst 
Schwandhold, economics 
spokesman for the opposilon 
Social Democrats, “The 
goverment has no idea of what 
to do and is only making vague 
promises that will never be 
fulfilled.” 

With employers arguing that 
any more wage concessions will 


the active population is out 
of work. 

At the same time, austerity 
measures designed to slash 
state deficits and meet the 
requirements for a European 
currency by 1999 have further 
soured public opinion on the 
idea of abandoning the mark in 
favor of an untested Euro. 
Surveys ahow only 31 percent of 
Germans back the plan, while a 
hefty majority fears it will erode 
their living stanclards. 

Secking ta repel the tide of 
bad news by putting a brave face 
on Germany's plight, Chancellor 
Helmut Kobl anid he discerned 
"“"pasltive perspectives” In a 
weakening Mark (hut should 
boost exports and help the 
government achieve its goal of 
cutting unemployınent in half 
by the end of the decade, 

While acknowledging that 
the present situation wns “not 

at all acceptable", Kohl aaicl he 
wns confident that the trend 
could be reversed. “} think 

the chances for recovery rest 

on a solid basis," he told a press 
conference, “I see no reason to 
give up. Creating jobs is still 
possible," 

But Bernhard Jagoda, head of 

the federal labor office, said tlıe 


Record Unemployment Sparks Fears of German Unrest 


Willlam Drozdiak ln Berlin 


HE GERMAN government 

last week said that un- 
employment has surged to 
the highest level since World 
War Il. The announcement 
triggercd wıırnings from 
cvonoınists 4ncl opposition 
leaders that Europc"s most 
severe jobs crisis since the 
1930s could trigger a fresh 
outbreak of strikes und soclal 
turmoll, 

The report offered little 
hope tUrat the continent's 
vronomic powerhouse would 
be able to pull out of its taifspin 
in the rear future. Germany 
15 saddled with some of the 
higheat labor casts and most 
expensive socinl programs in 
the world, which lave draggccl 
down ita compcetitivenvss in the 
global economy. 

In the western part of the 
country, onerous taxes have 
depressed investments and 

slowed down the introduction 
of modern technology. In the 
cast, the infusion uf $700 bil- 
tion in transfers from the west 

has replaced a decrepit coınmıı- 
nist jInfrustrıuıcture but failed to 
generate jobs. In some of the 
more clesalate regions, half of 


| لذا صل | پت 


18 Be Washington Post / BOOKS 


TET Ca FINANGE 19 
۷ 
The Fat of the Land Rai Prodigal 1 to the Appl E 
monictlon rodigai SON returns to the Appie COrpS 
women, and a quarter of all men, ımaginary Animals, edited 8 : 
r | Cet. Most diel several studies ji par los Sullvan (Abram, | For nerds, it's as if John Û TE ried o the e 
LOSING I America's Obsession have shown, don’t work for at least $22.96) 1 Or ٣ ٤ British government to court over 
: with Welght And the Industry nine out of ten people, who will just ی ر ر ر‎ Lennon had come back : 
۴ 0 plana by British Alrways to form 
: That Feeds on It regain the weight. (People who lose OLLIVAN'S book is d itad the.Beatles a transatlantic alliance with the 
: By Laura Fraser weight on their own and aren't gimed at young readers, bı anû reun US carrier American Airlines 
Dutton. 328pp. $24.95 counted in medical studies seem to adults will likely find much to ej, |: | says Karlin Lilllngton 
do slighly better at keeping the 


OLKSWAGEN agreed to pay 

General Motora $ 100 mil- 
ion as part of a settlement of 
allegations that the German 
carmaker purlomed trade 
secrets hy employing former GRI 
executive José Ignacio Lopez, 


AYETHON aud Northrop 

Grummıun are locked in a 
89 billlon bid for Hughen 
Electronics, the defence unit of 
General Motors, as thc battle for 
survival beiween US defence 
fîrnıs cscalatecl. 


WO of the bigest securilies 

houscs in lhe US — Morgan 
Stanley and Lehman Brolhery — 
reporled record figures. Morgan's 
pre-tıx profils route to $1.67 
billlon, a 48 per cent increasc on 
1995. Lehman's profits rose 72 
per cent, to $416 million. 


HE UK car industry ls scll- 
ing morc vehicles abroad 
than at home for the firat me iıı 

more than 40 years. Exports 
rose by one-fifth in 1096, to ac- 
count for 54 per cent of output. 


TZ-CRA, lhe worid's higgest 

mining company, is to null 
an Australian mining project al 
the centre of a long ownership 
dispute with local Aborigines. It 
is handing Century Zinc, which 
owns the site, to the rival firm 
Pasinirıco for §270 million. 


ONSUMER electronica 

group Philips has given up 
management control of the 
German television and video 


recorder maker Grundig, where 
it has lost about $950 millon in 
little more than a decade. 
US law firm haa filed a suit 
to halt a multi-million dollar 
aeverance package to Michael 
Ovitz. The suit alleges that hia 
performance as Walt Disney 
.president for 14 months does 
nat war rant the §130 million 
severance that he ia being paid. 
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users will continue to defect to the 
enemy: Mlurosuft's Winclows, 

Does that really matur lo the 
average consumer? "Sure. Yon Uon't 
want lo be in a silunion where ere 
is just one dominaul player,” says 
Simson Garfinkel, a former NeXT’ 
programmer and now computer 
teclınology columnist for tlie Boston 
Globe and Ho!Wirecdl Webzine. 

“Apple must convince people tliat 
llhe proposed lybril NeXT/Mic 
OSl| is a new and exciting envirorı- 
ment,” says Chris LeTocq, tı soflware 
market analyst for market research 
firm Dataquest. “Newer but morte of 
the same isn't good enough. Tlal 
must be communicated with visinn 
and clharisnıa, and that's where Jobs 
comes in." 

Whether Jobs wants to evangelise 
the Mac aud oversee the Mac/NeXT 
marriage to any greal extent remains 
an open question. Amelio insists that 
Jobs will report to hinı in an advisory 
role, without any direct control in 
Apple, Besides, Jobs has his hands full 
running Pixar, creator of the hugely 
successful feature film Toy Story. 

With the Apple/NeXT deal, Jobs 
seems to have the luxury of deciding 
how to approach his "advisory? posi 
tion. “I don't think Jobs haş eminence 
grise as his goal,” said LeTocq, "he's 
a front man. Whether he's satisfied 
with that remains to be seen." 


airman Gil Amelio 


anh-edl”" as Jobs pul the NeXT aper- 
aliy system through ils paces. 
"We're going lo provide rulevant, 
compelling solutions thal customers 
can only ge! fru) Apple," he saicl, 
For tle coınpuling world, it's as if 
John Lennon came back and decidecl 
to reunite lhe Bvatles. The boyish 
Jobs, aged 41, even looks vaguely 
Lennonish, A charismatic visionary, 
Jubs alsu acquirecl a repulation for 
arrogance and iı management style 
best avoided by tlie weak of he:ırt. 
Bul al least Jobs has never been 
accused of being dull. In a world 
dominated by pulty-toned machines 
and by wlıat one Valley programmer 
calls "the MicrvŠoft Borg collective", 
Jobs is as colourful a8 Apple's rain 
bow icon. “Sleve's return is very, 
very important," said an Apple em- 
ployee, “What has this man to offer? 
Just try to think of another company 
with 5 per cent market share where a 
spokesman gets as much attention." 
Along with the mercurial Jobs, 
Apple acquires NeXT assets that en- 
able it to tick off a number of items 
on its corporate wish list: a robust op- 
erating system, OpenStep; an array 
of Web technologies; plenty of appli- 
cations; and anı established customer 
base, But Apple also needs a dy- 
naniic new approach to inspire buy- 
ers and bring software developers 
back into the fold. Without software, 


later this year and to cuslomers 
within 12 months, will be compatible 
with exisling Mac software, Gil 
Amelio, Apple's chairman and chief 
executive, also announced {he re- 
lease of Mac OS 7.6, an updale of the. 
current operating syslem. 

The evenl began spectacularly 
with a trailer for Inclependence Day, 
in which arch nerd Jeff Goldblum 
saves lhe worlcl by hacking into alien 
spaceships from a Macintosl) Power- 
Book. Goldblunı then stepped on to 
the stage to introduce Amelio, To arı 
expectant star-studded auditoriun of 
several thousand, the Apple boss 
nıade a master showman's pilch for 
the survival of the only computer to 
have a fan club of millions. Over lwo 
and a half hours, twice the scheduled 
length, a casually dressed Amelio 
brandished impressive Mac prod- 
ucts and forthcoming Mac features, 
demonstrated by top executives 
from the likes of Netscape, Corel, 
Sun Microsystems and even Micro- 
soft. Peter Gabriel showed off a rock 
video produced on a Mac. 

In an extraordinary display, Ame- 
lio bared Apple's soul, offered nea 
culpas, and promised a more open 
relationship with software develop- 
ers and customers. Both Apple 
founders, Jobs and Steve Wozniak, 
received standing ovations, Devel 
opers in the audience “ooh-ed and 


nated the news in northerli 
California over the past few 
weeks, an(l both involve acts of God. 
One is the catastrophic flooding in 
the upper half of the slate, The 
ather is the return, after 11 years, of 
celounder Steven P Jobs to Apple 
Computer. Front-page headlines in 
San Jose and San Francisco blared 
ıhe pre-Christmas announcement 
thal Apple had pail $400 million for 
NeXT, Jobs's software company. 
‘The impending return of the pradi- 
gal father had online clit rooms 
slzling and provided plenty of cubi- 
clechat for the computer minions 
working their antisocial hours up 
and down Silicon Valley. 
Few lıad seen the announcement 
coming. Apple had been talking to 
Be Inc, another software developer 
run by one of the company’s former 
slars, Jean-Louis Cassée. The talk 
was about acquiring Be's operating 
system to rejuvenate the geriatric 
Mac OS, ancl analysls expected 
Apple to announce a merger at last 
week's Macworld Expo in San Fran- 
cisco, the annual Mac lovefest. 
According to a NeXT employee, 
Apple took a look at llıe NeXT oper- 
aling syslen, OpenSlep, to gain 
some bargaining power against Be. 
But then it came back for a second 
look, and clinched a deal so fast that 
ewen NeXT employees were left 
Mlinking in astonishment. “On Tues 
day [December 17], we were called 
in and told: ‘This is just a rumour 
! because of the Be deal’. By Friday it 
' was done,” he said. The initial con’ 
lat was made by a gutsy NeXT 
manager — behind Jobs's back. 
last week in San Francisco, Apple 
revealed the details of its strategy, 
promising to deliver “significant and 
regularly scheduled upgrades to the 
current Mac OS while accelerating 
pment of a new and advanced 
operating system". The new operat- 
ing system, known as Rlıapsody and 
due to be delivered to developers 


TT STORIES have domi 


Kim's response has been to make 
life easier for big business and 
tougher for unions. 

‘This is pretty familiar stuff in the 
West, But there are two added com- 
plicalons. The first is that South 
Korea lıas for some years been 
desperate to altain membership of 
the Organisation for Economic Co- 
operation and Development, which 
includes all the leading industri- 
alised. nations. Bèing allowed into 
the “rich man's clûb" is a sign that 
an industriallsing country has madé 
it. But South Korea's membership 
was held up by concerns about its 
labour record, and İt was admitted 
only iast month after satisfying the 
OECD on certain basic standards. 

It has been embarrassing for the 
OECD, to say the least, {hat just lwo 
„weeks ; after, gaining entry ‘South 
Korea announced its draconian new 
measures. Internratloral tradleunlor 
bodies are bw pressing the OECD 
to force Kim to back down... .: ' 
` The Soutlı Korean crisis comes at 


a time when labour standards are |. 
moving ûp tlie.political agenda. Last :| 


month's World Trade Organisation 
meeting was dominated by a debate 


. about whether countries with dubi- 


dus labo þpracticea should énjoy 
tarifffree acceds to global markets. 


Echoes of Britain in the streets of Seoul 


into a developed econonıy. And, like 
any developed economy, it is finding 
it hard to compete with the new 
wave of developing economies such 
as Viemam, Indonesia and — in par- 
ticular — China. 

In such circumstances, there are 
only two options to follow: go Uf” 
market and concentrate .on value- 
added products, thereby reaping 
the rewards of investment in plant 
.And skills; or go down-market, 
slashing costs in an attempl to con 
pete with low-cost rivals. 


South Korea-is trying a bit of 


both. Its exporls have been pushed 
up-market, partly in response to 
investment from Japanese firms 
seeking an East Asian haven from 
an overvalued yen, But for Kim, the 
transformation has tiot beet rapkl 
enough. 

At a time when labour costs have 


been. rising ırapldly, export growth : 
has slowed anid the curfent-actount, 
` deficit has riseh to more tha 4 per ` 


cent of GDP: : Higher ‘ unit-labour 


costs lıave fed'thtougt into the cof-- 


porate bottom. lite, with’ profits of 


` quoted companies falling by 40 per 
cent, in the fist halt of last year, 


With this Western-style language 
come Western-style practices tliat 
run counter to the job-for-life philo- 
sophy underpinning the high pro- 
ductivity economies of Pacific Rim. 
Employment security ls out, down 


sizing and layoffs are very much in. . 
The resulting industrial crisis: 


now threatens to escalate iito a 
general strike. Trade union leaders 
are defying summonses, (û appear 


before state prosecutors, and show. 


no signs of bowing to gpverpment 
pressure to call off the strikes. 
Although Kim's regime scems 
preparëd for violent confrontation if 
necessary, the unions are in a sirong 


, position. South Korea has enjoyed 


growth averaging 8 per cent a.year 


„Since, 1960 and has an ‘unemploy- 


ment rate of 2 per cert ا ر‎ 

ket is tight, and employers face 
ae recruilment difficulties, Talk 
of ..widespread lock-outs and the 


hiring of new workforces is fanciful. 1 
. However, the dispute has implica- 
tions central to the dehate about’ 


globalisation's impact on Jabour 


-standards.. To an extent, Kim is 
right. South Korea's , gtowlh has 
„ turned it from a developing country 


Larry Elllott 


RADE unionists in Britain could 
„Î be forgiven for privately smirk- 
Ing at television coverage of riot 
gearclad police firing water- 
‘annOons at strikers in Seoul, 

After all, for the past decade or 
more, Government ministers have 
insisted that curbs on trade unions 
anl labour-market deregulation 
have necessary to allow UK 


firms to compete with countries like. 


South Korea. 
Now, it appears, South Korea 
Wants lû be more like us. Presiçient, 
Mı Young-saın sneaked tough new, 
n through .the national 
assembly by busing in supporters 
for a 6anı yote,on Décenber 26. In. 
lage all too familiar to British 


workers, Kim warned that the. 
Country had to embrace radical .|. 


ange if it was to compete globally. 
By ignoring .the need to restruc- 
ture, the Korean econonıy, has per- 
Petuated a high-cost, lowefficiency 
E that has weakened its 


at a time when we 


ae exposed to intensified interna” 


tonal competition,” he sald... .. ', .. 


here. Of course Sullivan simply 

be referring to the young in i 
The author explores the idea of aj; 
mals who live only in the imagny' 
tion, as described İn the usin 
poets and painters. Sullivan, | 
associate dean at Georgetom | 
University, charted similar waters 
a previous book, Imaginary Cy. 
dens, and knows whereof be 
speaks. The world unfolding on ıi | 
livan's pages is nıulticolored and! i 
whimsical, enhanced by his magi i 
native pairings of pneıms and pair | 
ings. For example, Richard Wilbur 
clream journey vn horseback i 
accompanied purfeclly by Myc 
Chagall's “The Panel Reclining" 
rendered in nuuted tones. 


The Letters Of Matthew Arnold, 
Volume I‘ 1829-1869, edited by 
Cecll Y. Lang {University Press 
of Virginia, $60) 1 
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cber-nuinch l Vital [e i 
ind erilie Melums Aruull, heli 
in pnyer of liberals 


cation anl high cular, purse: 
se of bun" This vuln 
lenlers sugpersls thi te author. 
Dover | -— {hur pun f 


known ln every sebuulboy — bl 
raller dry wil, Wrilinyg le a firr 
wlın was off luuling birt 
yeanll Ars cumuumeued . 
he'd given up huulingg hire 
shall never tk along the & 
tube agin, [ expect; however. 
will be no great blessing for 
brule creation, as | never used lv 
them." 


بے 
Marginalized In The Middle,‏ 
by Alan Wolfe (University of‏ 
Chicago Press, $27.50)‏ 


WIT role should the social 
critic play in America in e 
1990s? That question informs Mi 
collection of essays by a lea 
social critic, Wolfe begins wih 
look back at the s ا‎ | 
age of American social criticism & 
the 1950s and '60s, when ا‎ 
ics considered themselves $° 
scienlists, and goes on to exam" 
how social eriticisnî e tod 
pressing social issues (race, gm 
welfare, jınmigration, educadon). 
argues that social critics 

exhibit an unfortunate tender ® 
put politics ahead of honest intl 
tual endeavor. Ultimately hê | 
is a plea for a return to [iberal ا‎ 
leftist) thinking, an ا‎ 
the value of "social criticism 
politics.” 1 
جت ن ی‎ 
American Discoveries! 
Scouting the First Coast" 1 
Coast Recreational Trall, PY ا‎ 
Ellen Dudley and Erle hl) أ‎ 


(Mountalneers Books, ل‎ 


undertook to ınap out the Ameri 
Discovery Trail, “stretching 


ocean to ocean ACFOSS al 1 
and sampliıg some of اا‎ El 
scenery, history, and cul eg ا‎ 
country had to offer. The ae 1 
now married and e 98 1 
ington, D.C, areB, ا ران‎ 
space to the colorful characte j ا‎ 
encountered as they do to i 
blazing efforts. 
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stop dieting, to develop lifelong 
healthy eating and exercise habits 
instead, and to accept whatever 
weight they end up with" — is ad- 
mirable, bıl one need only look at 
the human evidence all around ııs to 
understand tliat it is a paradigm still 
in search of a following. 

Still, the essential drift of 
Fraser's reportage andl her argu- 
ment is on target. Dieting as ınost 
Americans practice it Joes them far 
more harm than good. Yo-yo 
weight shifts are generally believed 
in respunsihle quarters to pul the 
body at greater risk than steady if 
moclerate over weight, nnd many of 
the fool products low in fat and 
calories are poor eating ancl inade- 
quate nulrition, 

In what is generally a sunsible 
and balanced presculalinn, Fraser 
skips too quickly nver one impor: 
tant element. However (rauclulenl 
und exploitative nimy inhabitants uf 
Diclland may be, mosl of them 
could nol have got where they are 
without the eager cuuperitiar ol Ihr 
press. Musl of {hese necliu people 
know as file about nutrition anl 
biulogy as the resl of us, but this 
dues not prevent (hem fron acting 
as messengers of false hope aud 
inner panic. The ınedia worship 
thinness and shaınelessly promnte 
impossible means of achieving it. In 
Dietland, they are as muclt ıt fault 
as nnyone else. 


interests that roll out diet and fat- 
free food or food "proclucts," though 
ahe is oddly silent about aspartame: 
she visits (and enrolls in) some of 
the more notable commercial diet 
groups, Weight Watchers and Jenny 
Craig among them; and she ex- 
plores the scientific, academic and 
industrial world of “bariatric physi- 
clans" and “obesity research.” 

It is hardly a pretly picture. The 
sum uf all {his labor is a system 
cletlermined upon “proving that 
everyone is at an incrensed risk of 
dying early if they aren't super-thin, 
fighlening people into going un 
sarvatiun cliets to reach un improb- 
able weighi, and ignoring reams uf 
studies that clemonstrate there are 
much more sophisticated ways ùf 
looking AM henlh risks." Even 
among relatively serious al re- 
sponsible people who know that 
diets simply do nit work — at least 
nul (lils ax ll? intcrvonnected 
inleresls of commercial clubs anl 
foul products define them — she 
finds a prevailing assumption traf, 
as une reformetl dieter put it, "cliet= 
ing deesn'l work, bul we con't want 
lo discourage people Irom doing it." 

This is hypocritical incleed, but it 
is a clumsy way of saying that even 
if the slereolypical American "“cliet" 
is a fraud, the question of weight is 
far from unimportant. What Fraser 
calls "the new paradigm about 
weight" — it “encourages people ta 


pounds off.) Still, we keep trying, 
antl collectively we spend an esti 
mated $34 to $50 billion a year on 
dieting — tlıat's about the gross 
national product of Irelancl — which 
comes down to roughly $500 a year 
per dieter. Despite our efforts, we 
are still gaining weight: In tlıe past 
(lecade, the average American adull 
has put on eight pounds.” 

The ideal of thinness, as Fraser 
antl many others have pointecl oud, 
1s relatively recenl. The Victorians 
celebrated the well-pacldledl 
physique, and the robber barons 
measured their success at their 
waisllines, But arauul the turn of 
the century, an evolutionary chain 
began Ilıal ran froin the lump 
Lillian Russell to tlıe athletic Gibson 
Girl to the boyish flapper to the 
“ubiquitous kleal" of Barbie, with 
“prnperlions inıpassible for ortli- 
mary women to altan." For all 
Americans, bul for women mosl 
especiillly, thinness became at one 
mauclutory uıcl elusive. 

The iulustry Lh svon setilecl 
slown lo cater lo and profit fron this 
cnduring contracliclion is all tar 
well-known to mast nf us, bul Fraser 
proviıles an illuminating tour. Sle 
presenls a paratle uf diel tloctors 
art gurus, [rom Jack Lianne lu 
Herutın Tarnower lo Dean Ornislı 
to Susan Powter; she explores the 
underworld of diet fraud, with ils 
“long history . . . full of colorful 
American character types: confi 
dence men, huckslers, shacly 
doctors and fly-by-night entrepre- 
neurs"; she examines the corporate 


AURA FRASER is here to 
say, to thee and me: Lighten 

up! Obseasing about welght, 
she says, is poindess, counter- 
procluctive and selfdlestructive. 
That she is absolutely riglıt makes il 
not a bit easier to believe her, for 
her message runs Contrary to 
everything else our vullure would 
have us believe. 

On the queslion of weight as on 
so many olhvr matlers, Anerica is 
terminally weirl, On (lı one hand it 
insists thal only thin is genuinely 
beautiful, ı1 message reinfurerd by 
ss medi hat fuwn over nıeil- 
tin femile natlels and inıpossibly 
lrim ınale movie 4lars ancl atlılcles 
As will as hy a nod İitlusiry that 
has herned *lrcal intel "fat free" 
imo cash cows, Yet an the other 
hand Uu’ dominant ingredients of 
lhe Aınerican ıliet are high in calo- 
rirs dul fat, anl Ihe weight of the 
werage American bulks ever liurger 
۷ Alor year nfler year. On the 
wme haut we talk incessantly nbuut 
welghl anl spel sliggerinyg 
nis of mney (rying lo get ricl 
uf H, yel on the other han we are 
probably the fallesl nalin on earth. 
re Ligure. 

Hritser is less interesteel in figure 
ing than in reporling. She is belter 
un the wlals than on lhe whys, but 
that is a forgivable shortcoming in 
what is otherwise a sound and infor- 
nive tour thruugh ıe darkest 
recesses of what slıe calls Dietlancl, 
the basic character of which she 
dufines atthe outset: 

“Ncarly half of all American 


David Burner, a distinguislıecl 
historian of American liberalism, 
provides a better overview in 
Making Peace With The '60s. The 
book reflects Burners scholarly 
strengths: He has mastéred the 
large volume of recent historical 
writing on the period, has thought 
carefully about the major issues, 
and makes some fascinating Con- 
nections among the civil rights 
movement, the Beats, and the 
student rebellions in ihe middle of 
the decade. 

The book is freshest and 
strongest in the areas outside of pol- 
itics. The chapter on the evolution 
of the civil rights from nonviolence 
to black power is very well done, 
while the material op the student 
revolutions pulls together the expe- 
riences of many campuses into a 
lucid narrative, On the other hand, 
the treatment of John F. Kennedy is 
overly kind, and the discussion of 
the Great Society and the Johnson 
administration's involvement in Viet- 
nam covers fanıiliar ground. 

As the 1960s recede and the baby 
booıners age, it may be possible to 
look at that troubled decade in a 
ınore calm and mieasured way. For 
the present, the social and cultıtral 
passions that stirred the ‘United 
States fron the end of Dwight 
Eisenhower's ternı to the onset of 
Watergate seem as intense as ever, 
Anyone wishing to understand why 
the 1960s have not achieved histori- 
cal rest will find these three books 
stimulating and thought-provoking 
guides to a period whose divisive 
and corrosive effects can be seen in 
the recent presidential election, 


The Decade That Won’t Go Away 


war İn Southeast Asia is only a back- 
ground theme in Reassessing The 
Sixties, a collection of essays edited 
by Stephen Macedo. Instead, the 
major issues covered are changes in 
gender roles, the nation's univer- 
sities and race relations. The 
conservative authors who are rep- 
resented ~~ Harvey Mansfield, 
Jeremy Rabkin and Walter Berns — 
are more interested in refighting 
the 1960s than in reappraising the 
impact of the period. Other contrib- 
utors, such as Alan Wolfe on the 
universities and Randall Kennedy 
on black power, take a more mea- 
sured tone that attempts some 
degree of historical perspective. 
Several of the essays, such as those 
by Martha Nussbaum and Anita 
LaFrance Allen, infuse a personal 
dimension that will make thenı valu- 
able to readers seeking insights on 
how the 1960s changed the atti 
tudes of while and African-American 
womCn. : 
Like Harriss book, however, 
Reassessing The Sixties trents the 
decacle as something experiencer] 
primarily by’ thase on the left. Shel 
don Wolin's essay on “postmodern 
conservatism" and the 1960s is 
more ahout how preseııttlay conser- 
valives view the clecade than what 
the right was doing during the years 
ofthe Greal Society. For all the value 
of these essays in recapturing the 
spirit and contentiousness of the 
time, they seem incomplete and 
historically removed from the con 
plexity of the decade. 2 


The most impassioned book is 
Our War, David Harris's conıbina- 
ton memoir-jeremiad about Viet- 
nam. A leading antiwar activist, 
Harris remains convinced that the 
Vietnam War represented a monu- 
mental historical mistake, but two 
elements lessen the force of his 
polemic. First, some of the speciflc 
episodes he recalls are revisited 
from Dreams Die Hard, lis 1982 
book on peace activist Allard 
Lowenstein and his friend-turned- 
murderer David Sweeney. Second, 
he interprets Vietnam policymaking 
with little reference to the historical 
literalure on Lyndon Johnson and 
lis adninistralion that offers a less 
demonic picture of why Vietnam 
occurred. Harris is also selective in 
his targets; for instance, John F. 
Kennedy's part in the Vietnam 
quagmire gets only glancing 
attention. 

fı searehing for the historical 
rvols uf Ihe national traggecly in Vitt- 
nam, Harris concludes thal John 
Wayne was a kcy clement because 
uf te masculine bravado he in- 
spirecl in American society. "e was 
jlıst û movie aclor,” says Harris, “but 
[ cannot imagine {he war witlıout 
him.” As an explmation this is at 
hest simplistic, bul it touches on a 
truth that Harris otherwise over- 
looks. Many of lhe attitudes tliat 
Harris blames [or Vietnam arose 
from 1 basic national conservatism 
that lintited how policymakers could 


respond to the perceived Conmu- 
nist threat from North Vietnarn, Tle 


Lewls L. Gould 


OUR WAR: What We Did in Vietnam 
and What It Did to Us 

By David Harris 

Times Books. 191pp. $21 


REASSESSING THE SXTIES: 
Debating the Political and 
Cultural Legacy 

Edited by Staphan Macedo 
Norton. 320pp. $25 


MAKING PEACE WITH THE '604 
By David Burner Princeton 
Universıty Press, 322pp. $29.95 


HE 1960s are now the clark 
blondy ground of American 
history, Conservalives regard the 
decade as the time when the nalian 
went irrevocably wrong in pursuit of 
big government, the Creal Society, 
feminism and affirınative uclion. 
Liberals sce ît as an era of overtlue 
sexu fiherution, antiwar jrulest, 
md civil rights clernansirnions kit 
mide for a heter ind more equi 
table society. 
The culueral wars that raged 20 
yenrs ùgo still resonate in these 
threv books thal reexamine 1l big 
issues of the EHS. Each of then. 
whatever ils conclusions ibout {he 
decatle, assumes that liberallsın 
donlnalel Ihe periul ancl thal 
conservalives were a minor el 
ment. Thal nutkes (hese books valu- 
able documents of the intensity of 
feeling that still surrounds the 
I9G0s, but it leaves important 
aspects of those years unexplored. 
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PROGRAMME DIRECTOR - INDIA 


£23,774 + benefits Ref: FD/IND 

SCF runs a varled and dynamic programme In 12 states Ihroughout India. This 
Includes programmes on baslc and non formal aducatlon, primary health care, 
environmental health, rural and urban development; emergency rellef and tivallhood 
support for disadvantaged groups, 

SCF alms to Improve the lives of poor and vulnerable children by addressing the 
causes that prevent communities from Improving their lives, and by sirengthening the 
capacitles of children, young people, 1helr families and communkles. Tha emphasis of 
the strategy Is on working effectively with children and promoting the rights of ihe 
child through practical programmes and advocacy work. 

As well as direcily managing some activities, SOF afiso works in assoclalion with 
over 40 local voluntary organisations in Indla and with state and disirict government. 

As Programme Director you will rnanage and develop tha programme, ensuring 
it is effective in meting children's needs within the framework of the SCF country 
and global programme strategy. 

You wil have substantia! Internatlonal experience of managing overseas development 
programmes; strong analylical skills; tne ability to think and pian strategically; and 
strong senlor level negoatiation/representation experience. 


HEAD OF REGIONAL OFFICE - 
WEST AFRICA 


£23,774 pa + benefits 
Ivory Coast 


SCF has established a strong presenca ın West Africa over a number ol years, 
and our work ranges rûm a larga scale emergency programme ın Liberıa to long- 
term work on health, food secunly, social policy andl otter projacts irwolved ın 
syslems managemenl and community davelopmant. The SCF Regional Ottıce 
provides advıce on SCF policy and strategies to bolh the London Hû and fıeld 
offices Inroughout West Afrıca. 

As the Head of the Reglonal Office, you will hold a senior and Infuantıal 
posillon in an organisation undergolng an excıling penod ot development and 
change. You will be responsıble, as leader of a small regional support team, for 
facilitating closer teamworking across the West African region in pursuit of SCF'S 
Global Programme Strategy, and for carrying forward organisational and programnie 
changes which will make SCF a leader in child-focused work In West Africa. This 
approach will be fostered Dy working closely wth Field Drectors ın the region. 
providing them with technical advice and ınfiormatıorı for thelr Individual country 
projects. For the first 6 months the main focus of tha post will be the co-ordınation, 
compilation and operatlonalisatıon of the West Africa ragıonal strategy ın 
consultation with core stakeholders. 

We would Bxpact you to havê experıence of sıgmtıcant and varıed ınternatıonal 
development work, preferably in West Africa, rangıng from work at grass roots level 
to negotiating and nelworking a1 national and Internalional level. Fluent ın writen 
and spoken French, or able io learn tast, you will naed leadership and consultmıg 
skills, management experience, and considerable analytical and conceptual ability. 
An understandıng of the political and economic sltuation In West Africa is also 
important. This Is a re-advertisement, previous applicants need nat re-apply. 

ا ټی ل 

Both posts have accompanied status and are offered on a 25 month contract 
with a salary of £23,774 which should be tax frase. You can also expeot a generous 
benefits package including accommodation, flights and other living expenses. 

For further details and an application form for reference FD/AIND please write to 
Janet Curtls-Broni and tor reference HROWA to Jenny Thomas at Overseas 
Personnel, SCF, 17 Grove Lane, London SE5 8RD. Fax: 0171 793 7610. 

Closing date: 14th February 1897. 


SCF aims to be an equal opportunlties employer. 


Save the Children 


m= Working for a better world for children 


Institute of 
Social Studies 


The Hague, The Netherlands 


has vacancy for a Tull-tline 


Lecturer /Senior Lecturer 
0 and regional development 


The appulniment, which i» io be made us soon as possible, 
is for n period of lwo years. 


The institute uf Suciul Studies is 
me of Europes foremost cenfres 

aj higher education at research 

1 f develippment stutlics. 

Ir tenching and research 

programmes are tharuttericed by 

Î gn tmterdlisciplinary approach 10 
theory ang policy. in aalditlm to ils 

1 teaching antl resetireh the ISS is 


‘The 15-mıonth Master's Programme in Lucal and Regional 
Development (LRD}) proves training in analysis and pulicy- 
making far scholars and professionals invol' n the study of 
insttutlons and prucesses of cconomic and suciul dJevelupmenl 
al suhnalianal levels. It aims at strengthening the capacily of 
local organizations, public or private, to upcrale successfully In 
open and competitive environments. and la take advantage of 
ihe current tfends towards decentrallzed development 
promatiun. 11 pıy> particular aentlon tı {he ldentfication. 
articuluion and ınarıagemenî 
inlllatives, erıphavizing susluinahlt pment. enlre- 
prencutship., democratic parlicipatlim. sncial ecqunty and 
,  puverly uleviutin. 


Tasks nnd rexponsfhilitles 

. to urklerlake leaching. reseurch and advibury wurk un 
pıvodsses f local and regional development. wilt 1 
spedic urıentatiun fuwards poverty alleviallen. 
employment and income gencration through local devel- 
upment inillalives and partnerships {preferably thrauglı 
qınall and ern enterprise deveinpn Ê 

1 - fa undertake muunagement responsi! 

programtue; : 

ta he wıllıng to travel and to contrıbule lo ISS projects in 

developing cnuntrics 


active in the field of lvisury work. 
The teething programme includes 
saris AfA programs, 
'  Diplrma programme's Jur seul on 
profersinmul training tix wel 1s 


Ref: HRO/WA 


` programmes ieeling trt MPhI und 
' PhD depres. 
Ao vurses are taught in English 
, han internatirmet staff, while 
- at sttlents ceune from the 


developing world. 


ies in the IRD 


Requiremenls 
- ` asolıd aculesnıc background (including a PhD) in a 
relevant social science (econumics, geography. urhan 
and rçgiwnnl pianning: 
a sulstanlal recurd of publicalıuns: 
professional and academic working experience in Africa. 
Asin ur Lan Anıerica. 


Employment cundilions 

1 Comparable to Lhose al Dutch Universities. Salary Jcpendenl 
un qualifienticins and experience in accordance wlih <calc 11 or 

: 12 of ıhe RWOO, with a maximum ul [ 7.125. or f K.IAL~gtuss 
per month respeclively, plus eight percent haliday allowance. 


Applicatlons 8 
Accompanled hy a curriculum vilae amd the names of three 
relerucs should reach the ISS before 28 February 1997, uddrcs- 
sed ıo Professor J.B. Opschoor, Rector, Institute af Social 
Sludies, PO Bux 29776, 
2505 LT The Hague, The Netherlands. 
Short-lisied candidales will bc requested to aupply samples of 
published output and their referees will be contacted at ıhat 
formation canı he ohtalned from 

jr of the selection committee. by letter, 
telephone (3 260 581) or fax (31-70-4260754) or e-mail 
helmsing@iss.nl and/or convenor of the LRD programme. 
mr. G. Lathrop, telephone {31-70-4260 583) 
or e-mall lathrop@lss.nl 


UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE 
Department of Geography 


FIXED-TERM LECTURESHIP IN 
POPULATION GEOGRAPHY 


ls fxed-ierm Is tenable for one yaar irom August 1997 (with excel- 
a a i lo four years}. The post ls Intended to f- 
ther enhance ine Department of Qeagraphya International ragearch repU- 
tatlon in population geography. 

wil be al an appropriate point on the Lecturer Grade A scale 

(£15,154 - £19,848, pay award panding). 
Informal enquiries can be made to Prolsasor Allan Findlay, Tel +44({0}1382 
345083. Fax: +440) 1382 344434 email: amfindley@dundes.ac.uk. 
Appllcationa by CV & covering latter (3 coples), complete with the 


Conservation Internatlonal 


TECHNICAL ADVISOR 
FOR CONSERVATION 


Cemıarralion [nternational seeks candidates 
for tke poshlon of Technical Advişot for 
Conserration at a community-based 
Plojecıed area canserralilon projec! at 
Ankarafantsika ea Include" 
* Managemen of a conserallon 
component of ihe projec 
Development of 2 park mamagrmenm plan 
" Superriion of comerratlon fleld ages 
" Cuniriburion ta ihe development of 
samımunily-based conservation projects 


Reglonal Director, 
Former Yugoslavia and 
. Former Sovlet Union 
£26,000 pa, and benefits 


Chikiren's Ald Direct Is anı internatonel child centred 
humanharian rellsf organisation. Children's Al Direct operates 


cart. TEFL, 
DIp. ESP Gualness), 
Cert. TEFL (Management) 
Prospectus ftom: 


ntarnatfonal 


12 Ruttand Square, 


irecfe 


1 prada names and addresges of 3 referees, shoukl be sant to Personnel Edinburgh, EH] 28B programmes In Bosnla, Albania, Haiti, Rwanda, Slerra Leone, 
and/or patks managetmeıu with a lest Services, University of Dundee, Dundee, DDi 4HN, Tel +44 {0}1382 Tel/Fax 01259 720440 Azerballan, Georgia, Armenia, with new programmes under 


review. 


Wa require a paraon to take ovarall nanagemant responsibility 
for aur programmes In Eastern Europe and the Caucasus. 
Based in the UK, the post holder will have responsiblity for 
Children's Ald Dirsct Ileld programmes In ihase reglons and will 
lead tha process of programma expanslonı into rew areas. 


The successful candidate will have substantial experience at a 
genlor lavel working for NGOS in overseas field positlona, will be 


un of hove years In Afelca (Madagmcar 


344016. 

Furlher Partloulars are avallable for this post. Please quots referance 
EST۸19/67/G. Closing date: 3 February 1997. 
The University la an Equal Opportunities Employar 


 Taglith and French a! FS4 level 
A univerthy degree in a relared fldld 


Supervise in 4 ean epvîronmrnt 
Puuuton offers a» cngupeuirlrs salary 
mbnemgurate with experience. 

To be cunsldered, mall ar fax deralled 
enume, refercikes and salary hisiory ia 


The University of Reading 


Aen Raja Mirlacalalioa MSe/POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN able to demonstrate aucces68 In a 'central offlcé" managemant 
OLS 1h Sireet, NW, Sulte 10D RENEWABLE ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT rola, will have strong technical experllse In defining programme 
a lagron, DC 20036 This one-year progremme İn the Department of Engincerlng ia designed far DIF LOMA COULSE needa and prlorles and wil be able to manage relationships 

Tn e amglneed and energy project managers, and now has 130 greduntes | | Û cpygprENTARHAITHTHRANS | | | ¥" Children's Ad Direct principal statutory donore,‏ ا ا 


from over 40 countries. lt provides a dolsiled atudy of the technologles and Home Study Progratmmes Ln’- Stress 


lar, bi and kydro-energy, within the broader context . To apply, please send your CY with covering letler 1o 
e ordiye corverslon. Tenching ls by lectures. Tei ray aR, Samantha Wakefleld, Acling Personnel Manager atı Children's 
tularisle, preoiloals, a fhold tip. site visits and an Individual research project. EFA IONALTOOA SCT Ald Direot, 82 Caversham Road, Reading AG1 SAE, UK. 


Fax: +44 (O) 1734 B81 230, 
email SWakefleldY%cadOnotesgw.campuservs.com 


Regisiered Charity No. 803236 


Contact: MSe Administrator (ref G6), Department of Engineering, 
The Universtiy af Reading, IFhiteknights, Reading, ROG 6AY, UK. 
Fel: +44 (113) 931-8756 email: energy.group@reading.ae.uk 

Fax: +44 (118) 931-3327 aup:lhrunardgac.ukmechienergygp/ 


Poured I9ûDept G, FO Box 23 . 


Torquay Deron 
IVS Tig 
Telor Fax! +44-1803-324516 


س س اا س ا ی ا ن یی تک 


THE UNIVERSITY OF 
THE WEST INDIES 


Mona, Jamaica 


PROFESSOR. OF HISTORY 


Applications are invited for the post of Professo 
History in the Department of History, 0 
and Education. ٣ J el Ae 
Detailed applications giving full parti 
qualifications and Cepêtenc dale of Birth aa 
names and addresses of three referees should be sent to 
the Assistant Registrar (Staff), Office of Administration, 
UWI, Mona, Kingston 7, Jamaica (tel. [1-309] 977 2407; 
fax [1-809] 977 [422). Application farms and further 
particulars of the post, including salary, are available 
from lhe same source, or from Appointments (45529), 
Associalion of Commonwealth Universities, 36 Gordon 
Square, London WC1H OPF (tel. 0171 347 8573 Ex, 
206; fax 0171 813 3055; email appts@acu.ac.uk), lû 
whom candidates in the UK should also send one copy 
of their application. 1 


Closing date for receipt of applications: 20 February 1897, 


THE UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
Doctoral Research 


The Department of Pclitical Science and International Studies offers a number of 
eni and nekan search in political science and ınternaHonal snube, A 
wide vanety of suppori ia le, ınohuding full scholarships. opportunites 
teaching, suppor for ESRC appticanis and mE i $m 
Research students are particularly sought in the areas of: 

» Posi-Enlightenmenı Polnieal Thought 

» Compliance in Intemallonnl Regulatory Regimes 

» Policy Transfar 

* Strucıural and Polley Change ın Brilish Central Govt 

* Recent Developments ın State Theory 

* Post-Thatchensm 

» Glcbalısation and Intemanıonal Economk Management 

« Unrled Sislea Post-Cold War Politıes and Economy 

= Comparative kuropean Polıtcs incl Southern knrope 

» Pacific Asıa in the Global System 

» Tho New Security Agenda 
One hursary will be reserved for Posı-[:nlıghicnment Pohtical Thought 
The dadtine for canı wihıng tu be considered for TSK auanla ıs 15 Manhl+” 
For seholarshırs and hui n 15 July 1997 Award net laken up will be enue’ 
in a final round on | Seplember [947. 
Far further infarmatlon, plekae contact! 
Peter Preston, Department af Polfuleal Sclence and Interuailunal Studt 
Unlveralty of Birmingham, Birmingham BIS 217, UK. Ins +44 (O} 121-14 314%. r! 
PrestonpA cx. bham.ae.uk 


DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS 
Lecturer 


(Nanometre Scale Physles) 
ApflZAhONS Arê avila 2r Inê afıdvR F351 Irons canddales angel ın gf e" 
rasêarzhı Inı Onû ar mote ûf Ihe fRovang tOf4c5: scannın] proto achngyês, FD 
lar nandêtnıcluirûS, Chuslers, cllolas, naraomagngtism anıl rola Lolds. Candi» 
wellh Irlerèsts ın lhe develoçman! nnd ro1lSalan ol hev naııong anal wl 
struclural, opUcal, alaclronk ¥ curt1ca properties are alc orcourağed F5 3E 
arldtlon to develarılng hishat Own osêquch pinJrammûs, Iho succissiu carl 
wll be &xpected 10 demansiale a .ammılmenî lo xcatlence .n ıeahıng ıd DIA 
an apprcprale ahara of Deparimernlal Julio 
Salary wûl ba wlihın lho range of £15,154 - £28430 pa, depering on qual lza'oîd 
anid expêrlençe 
Inlormal enquiries may ba addrassed lo Prolassor C A Bates, le +44 (0115 951 
5127, lax +44 (01115 951 5187 or Emai:Coln Bates @Notlıngham.êc.uk. 
Further detafs and appšcaton forms are avağabla trom the 
Personnel Offce. fighfeid House, The Universty ol 
Universîy Park, Notingham NGF 2D. 1 
™ 
The Universky of 
Noıtingham 


Naltingharn, 
Tek+4 DI115 B51 5927, Fax; +44 0)15 951 5205. 
2 quote ref. DCH/121t. Ciosing date: 28 Fabruary 


Cendkiatea wil be aaked to submit ã CV ta Inchıda a alets- 
ment of no more Ihan 500 veorks on thelr research plans. 


amara 
DAVID T K WONG FELLOWSHIP UG 
IN CREATIVE WRITING NORWI 


This newly established Fellowship is a substantial annual award 
of £25,000, created to support writers of fiction. 

The Fellow will be someone of exceptional talent who plans © 
write in English about life in the Far Enst, He or she will reside 2 
ıhe University of East Anglia for one year, and will be 

only to write. There are no teaching commitments. 

Candidates must submit an original piece of fictlon in Engi 
Shortlisted applicants must then produce an outline of ef 
planned writing project. 


Entries will be’ judged on their quality and promise bY 
distinguished internadonal panel, Including UEA's Profes$o? of 
Creailve Writing, post and biographer Andrew Mollon. 
The closing date is 31 October 1997. There is an application f 
of £5. For further details and appkication form, contact: ا‎ 
The David T K Wong Fellowship, School of English 2 
Ameren Studies, Ualversity af East Angila, Norwich NRA TI 
Tel #44) (0)1603 392810, Fax +(44) (0)1603 ' 

emall: v+striker@vea.ae.uk .. . : 


UEA ts committed ta axcellenca in kdueation and ressalek 


Advertisements 
Itle a condition of acceptance of 
advertisement orders that the 
proprietors of The Guardian 
Weekly do not guarantee the 
Insertion of any particular 
adverisement on a specified 
dals, or at all, although every 
effort wll be made lo meat the 
wishes ol advertisers; further 
they do not accepl llabëlty for 
any loss or damage caused by 
an ermor or Inaccuracy in the 
printing or non-appearance of 
any adveriaement. They also 
reserve the righi to classlfy 
correctly any advertisement, 
edit or delele any okbjeotlonable 
wording or reject any 
adverilaement. 


Although every advertlaement is 
carafuly checked, occaalonally 
mistakes do occur. We therefore 
ask adveriisers to esslst ua by 
checking thelr advertisements 
carefully and advises us 
Immediately should an error 
occur. We regret that we cannot 
accept responsiblity for more 
than ONE INCORRECT 
insertion and that no 
republicallon will ba granted In 
the case of typographical or 
minar changes which do not 
affect the value of the 
aûverilsement. 


University of Newcastle upon Tyne 


Centre for [International Studles in Education 
Faculty of Educatlon 
Applications are invited for the vacanl post of Dircclor of the Cenire for 
Internallonsl Studies In Education (CISE), a cost cenire within the Faculty of 
Educanion of lhe University of Newcastle upon Tyne. The successful candidate 
will be appointed tu the Senior Lecturer scale inillally on a three-year contracl, 
whıch could be extended subject to salisfactory review. 


The Direclor is responsible for Ihe teaJership ond administrntion uf CISE, 
witch currenlîy has 4.5 acadermıc members of staff and an fice ınanager. The 
appointee will make a full contribution 1o the CISE taught programme and will 
develop CISE capacity for obtaining and conducting consultancy and:nr 
rfiearch conlracls a appropnale. 


Salary will ba at an apprupriate point, acvordilıg lo qualifications and 
expenence on the Senivr Lecrurer salary scale: £28441 - £32,141 per annuni. 
For further infarmation including haw lo apply, caufacî tha aaldress helan, 
quoring reference 12920/G. Applicants will be required : 
4n submis a statement indicuting how they would meet 
rhe terms af reference of thé Directorship. 

Closing date for applications: 31 January 1997, 

Pleave telephone (0191) 222 S429 (24 hour 
answerphone} quoting the appropriate reference number 
oF write fa: Personnel Sectlon, Unhersly of Newcasde, 

1 Park Terrace, Newcastle upon Tyne NEI 7RU, 


Committed to Equal Opportunites 


3 + UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS 


Department of East Asian Studies,‏ کک 
Leeds LS? 9JT, UK‏ 


Master of Arts in Asia Pacific Studies at 
a leading centre for Asian Studies: gain a 
strategic understanding of the region, with 
research training and modules on the politics 
and economics of the Asia Pacific, and 
Chinese or Japanese language. We have a 
long-established international reputation 
with specialist library collections. 
Contact: MA in Asia Paciflc Studies at the 


above address. Email: EastAsian@leed: 
Fax: +44 0113 233-6741. @leeds.ac,uk. 


JOURNALIST or WRITER? 


om ا‎ apheae In Creative Writing, Freelance 
lews Joumnalism, English Literatura & Poet 

Start today - send for free prospectus 2 

THE LONDON SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM 
J 22 Upbrook Lon HIC 

Fax. +44 171 706 3780 Emaul: info 


journalisnı.con 


20 ACADEMIC POSTS & COURSES 


hittpV/www.warwlck.ac.uk/1nfo/ pga pp/ pgform.htnl 


2 ¬ 
WARWICK 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 


Globalisation and Political Economy 


MA IN INTERNATIONALE POLITICAL LOCONOMY 
MIA IN INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 


Professors: Susan Strange, Richard Higgott, Wyn Grant, Jim Bulpitt 
Programme Directors: Geoffrey Underhill (IPE), Charles Jones (IS) 


@ One of top ten UK research 
Universities 

® Large University Graduale School and 
dedicated postgraduate residences 

® Major Arts Centre on campus and 
proximity to Royal Shakespeare 
Theatres in Stralford 


Information and sppilcstions: Ms Jll Southam, Room SL45, PAIS, 
Unlverslty of Warwick, Coventry CV4 7AL, UK (tel: +44 (0) 1203 523486; fax: +44 (0) 1203 534221; 
e-mail! RESAB @csv.warwick.ae.uk); or search lho university eb site, the PAIS home page at! 


® 12 month full-time MA Programmes: 
UK Research Council recognised 


® Supported by ESRC Research Centre 
on Globalisation ard Regional 
Political Economy 


@ Smal! Group Seminar teaching 


hitpsfiwww.warwlick.nc.uK/PAISA pe. him 
httpt/irww.warwlck.ac.uk/PA TS/ls,htm 


The University of Nottingham 


DEPARTMENT OF MANUFACTURING ENGINEERING 
& OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT 
The Deparlment af Manufacturing Engineering and 0| 1 
Management iS a large and E ا ا‎ O 
combines manufacturıng technalogıes, production /operatıons 
management and ergonomics/human factc:s. 


Chair in Production/ 
Operations Management 


Fallcaıng the retırement ol Professor M Bonney, a 
ınvıted for the abûue Chair to furthar lhe work 0 اتا‎ 
Candidates must be weli regarded ınternatianally, ba 1 
3:Complished teachers, hava a successfyl record of publıcations 
and proven success ın attracting research funding. 


Salary will bê wıthin the professoûrıal scale. minimum £34,047 pa. 


mal 0 may be addressed to 
lessor Û O'Brien, tel: 0115 951 4 
or fax: 0115 95i 4140. 0 


Further detalls and application forms 
are available from the Personnel Office, 
Highfield Hause, The Unlvarsity of 
Nattingham, University Park, 
Notlngham HG7 2RD. 

Tel: 0115 951 3280. 

Fax: 0115 951 5205. 

Please quote ref. MCM/037, 

Closing date; 28 February 1997. 


@he College of ‘Natural Oherapy 


Fhe Principal. Norman Edla his Boel F, 0 
ezl resl ı0 an) Cuties i Litapme and Ameren Ror bo ا ر‎ 
Diplo ın rc llr! Of his wurk ın altertalivr malswıne 
Piphana Curreyponence Canes urr offered lar- 
HOMOEOPATHY 
NUTRITION 
HERBAL MEDICINE 
NATUROPATHY 
Jur u detallcul preipecinr please conti. yıtariag Ref? GI 
THE COLLEGE OF NATURAL THERAPY 
133 Gatles Ruud, Guiles. Chelle, Cheshire, SKS 4PD 
Tel: +44 (DIOL YF 4314 Fax: +44 (U) 161 401 410 
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went ta him te complain about the 
systemalic rape being carriexl out in 
Foca. Instead of taking a reporl he 
is sall to have rapecl her, forcing 
her lo have anal and oral séx. Dur- 
ing the assault, he allegedly pointecl 
his rifle at her neck. 

Mir Gagovic says he is outraged 
at the charge. “I is rude ancl (lis- 
gusting that the Hague Iribunal 
could accuse me of such an acl," he 
says. He claims to have sheltered a 
number of Muslim women in his flat 
until he could provide exit permits. 
He insists he nevcr laid a finger on 
them and names some of (hen, 
although most are now refugees 
abroacl. 

One woman on the list, however, 
happened to be iı Sarajevo recently, 
ancl agreecl to tell her story «tın con- 
dilion of anonymily. She confirmed 
that Mr Gagovic hal sheltered her, 
lier sisler and mother in a Foca flat, 
and had then arranged Lransport- 
ation to Monlcncgro. 

After explaining all this al a cafe 
ıable in Sarajevo, she took a deep 
breallı and said she had missed out 
one night in her narralive, which 
until theıı she harl only recounted to 
her lusbancl und a psyelıiairic nurse 
in a refugee canıp. 

It was the nighi bcfore slıe left 
Foca. She sail Mr CGrngovic turnerl 
up unexpectedly at the (lat and sat 
duwn facing her, “He started to talk 
about how he had noticcel mit a year 
before and haw benutiful I was, He 
ils promised to help uıy father in 


Friends or foes? 


War in Bosnia tested the mettle of two police officers 
—one Muslim, one Serb. Julian Borger reports 


HIS is the slory of two 
Bosnian policemen. Both are 
now in their mid-tlirties. As 
welleducated, dedicated young 
professionals before the war, they 

ted the best the doomed 
slate of Yugoslavia hadi to offer. 

One is a Muslim, the other a 
Serb, but in April 1992, when the 
barricades went up across Bosnia, 
they patrolled their home town of 
Foca together, irying to reason with 
the hotheads in a vain effort to pre- 
vent the approaching slaughter. 

And when the town descended 
into a ııightmare of executions and 
mass rape, the Serb rescued his 
Muslim colleague and had him 
smuggled across the lines. 

The Muslin, Himzo Selimovic, 
is now the police chief in the 
Sarajevo suburb of Ilijas. The war 
has tinged his black hair and 
moustache with threads of grey, 
and left him thoughtful and melan- 
choly. Like many Muslims, he 
fnds it hard to talk about 1992 
without his eyes filling with tears. 
The first thing he says about the 
war is that he owes lis survival to 
his Serb friencl, Dragan Gagovic, 
who was his right-hand man when 


hased nearby. “If they arrest ıne, loo 
bad," he says nonchalantly. 

Over the past few months, the 
two policemen have conductecl an 
exiraordinary dialogue across 
Bosnia's etlınic boundary. Mr Se- 
limovic sent news of a new-born 
daughter and Mr Gagovic senl back 
congratulations, with a bottle of 
home-made brandy. At tlie same 
time, they have sounded out each 
other's war memories. 

Mr Gagovic and Mr Selinıovic 
agree the first signs of trouble came | Bosnia's police, who in 1992 still wore the insignia of the old 
to Foca after the Bosnian elections | Yugoslav force, found themselves at the sharp end of ethnic cleansing 
in 1990, when the country's new 
parties exploited the easy rallying 
call of ethnic identity, Foca was 
roughly split, with a slight Muslim 
majority. The Muslims supportecl 
Alija Izetbegovic's Parly for Demo- 
cratic Action, while (he Serbs 
backed the Serb Denıocratic Party 
(SDS). 

Soon after the elections, the 
police came across trucks full of 
weapons belonging to the Serb- 
dominated Yugoslav National Army 
ÛÜNAÃ) on isolated country roads. 
Once in the autumn of 1991, Mr 
Selimovic impounded a load of 
mortars and assault rifles, but was 


quent looting. The scven other Foca 
Serbs indicted for war crimes all fall 
into this category. 

Muslim men were separated from 
their fanıilies and taken to Foca's 
huge prison, known as the KP Dom, 
where about 500 are thoughl to 
have been shot or bludlgeoned to 
death, their bodies thrown into the 
nearby Drina river. The womer and 
children were interned in sports 
halls and schools, where hundreds 
were repeatedly raped and as- 
saulted before being deported to 
Montenegro. 


pulled out his men half an hour 
later." 

Mr Selimovie (lel to a friend's 
flat, but by the next day he realiserl 
he wns surrounded, Serb sollicrs 
were scarching the builclings on 
cither side. As a last resort, he 
called Mr Gagavic. 

*] toll him he had two choices: to 
help us to escape or allow us to be 
killed. He was silent for two nıin- 
utes. Then he said he would help 
because we had always co-operated 
correctly.” 

Ten minutes later, another Serb 
policeman came for Mr Selimovic, 


Mr Selimovic was chief inspector | ordered by senior military officers NE OF those internmeul | and on Mr Cugovic's orders ilrove | the KI’ Dom. And then he propose 
in Foca. to release iL He believes the camps, lhe Partizan sporls j him to a nearby area under Muslin | lo me." 
Several otlıer Foca Muslims also | weapopıs were bound for Serb hall in central Foca, was | contrul. A week liler, un April 19, Surprise al seareel, the wurnan 


Mr Gaguvic led his mea back ter lhe 
Foca police statin and resumed 
wurk. 

“This was his al mistake," 
says Mı Selimuvir. THe cull havi’ 
lef Foca. Jl could hive resigned.” 

Mr Gagovic's explimaliun for his 
relurn is likely le be Lhe core uf liin 
defence if he eyer skunuls trial. “I fel 
respuusible lo prevent lhe luting 
and burning. It was a very strange 
time and we could nat clo nore that 
we dicl. All the people who came 1o 
the police station got permission to 
leave. We gave out 3,000 permils .. . 
If I1 hal not been there, 3,000 
Muslims would not be alive today.” 

The rape indictment against Mr 
Gagovic is graphic enough. It 
describes how a Muslinı woman 


sail she could nol get married its 
she was midway Ihrough her stud- 
angry dtd «li 


credit their survival 10 Mr Gagovic, 
so it is lard for theın to come to 
ternıs with what lıappened. Mr 
Selimovic shakes his heal when he 
considers the situation. Mr Gagovic 
is now an indiclecl war criminal, 
charged in June lust year by the 
Hague war crimes tribunal will 
nmpe and ex-officio responsibility for 
1 many of the atrocities committed in 
ı Ihis eastern Bosnian town, where 
1500 Muslims are thought to have 
been murdered. 

Mr Gagovic still lives in Foca. 
Despite the indictment, he is now a 
uniformed police officer. In fact, he 
is now an instructor, teaching civic 
duties and karate to new officers. 
He claims to drink regularly with 
the United Nations police monitors 


mililants. 

Mr Gagovic says he hear fie 
quent rumours that the JNA was 
arming civilians, but he was unable 
to prove anylliing. 

‘The final signal for the war lo 
begin was {he arrival of paramilitary 
groups Irom Xerbia and Monlt- 
negro, blaocled tle previous year in 
the war with Croalia. In early April 
1992, they began the ethnic cleans- 
ing of Zvornik ancl Bijeljina in the 
nortlı, 

On April 8, 1992, the selfstyled 
Serbian Guard and Serbian Volun- 
teer Guardl entered Foca and began 
rounding up Muslims, with the aid 
of local Serb criminals and extrem- 
ists who donned uniforms and took 
part enthusiastically in the subse- 


next to Mr Gagovic's pulice station 
— and the Hague indiclment says il 
wis unter his conirol. Mr Graguvic 
denies this veheıuenly ruarels, 
he daiins, were paral ilitiriess il oh 
pulie utifurnis. 

By April 4, Mr Selinmuvic had 
realisecl luis position was ıa longer 
tenable. The SDS had urdered the 
Serb police to set up their own unit 
on the grouncl floor of the police sla- 
tion. He had only eight Musliın off 
cers left, and the sireets were full of 
Serb soldiers. Ile ordered his men 
to slip out one by one. He went last. 

"] met Dragan Gagovic at tlie 
door,” Mr Selunovic recalls. 1 said: 
"Please help these people.” Dragan 
cried. He said he wouldn"1 stay on at 
the police station without us, and he 


al waking her mutlu a 
pu up ich resi 
me” she euiel, 
destroyed half ny lite." 

The rape reporls have causecl Mir 
Selimovic visible pain. They present 
him with an awful dilemnia. 
"“Gagovic saved nıy life,” he repeats. 
“But if anyone testified he conımit- 
ted such a erime against human dig- 
nity, I would be ready lo kill him, 
Even il he were my brother, I would 
do the same. It doesn’t matter ow 
many people he saved." 


he also 


uous 44 (0) 1734 412 
ınx:+34 [0) 1734 Û 


a WOODS Car Rental £89.00 per week 


PAMBER CAR HIRE U.K 
ن‎ you can hira a Fat Qnquecento kor B1 00 CARA RENTAL & FREE HOTEL ACCOMODATION 


nın, ARGS 3DB. 


FAK FON A HEOCHURL TOIAY FON FUL. PETA YS 
T AHD ¥OU CONTINUE YOUN JOUNRLY WITHOUT DOLASG. 


ege O LUCHA 104% DISCOUNT QFFER This Winter you can rent a car for . 
amd ive A VIOUUUNT VITEK | | £89.00 which is the lowest price 
Fla get 3 days res sccomiTodelion Bl Om REDUCTION ORI ALL OUR anywhere in the UK. Added to 


2 undat . 
anno 2t0 ola broyros e Uu a rmanira o Grey O, this we are throwing in three 


: .lionaboti days accommodation for four 
EBUY DALY: woven Home form (OW, lepton, 3 


CaavEcEN . eople absolutely free. 
and oS PP | | | rol:+44 1293 658888 peop ر‎ 


+ 93 65880 9 
ussmmcmn 10 ro Û | FOX 44,1292 0 (+44) 1908 631 144 
FORDESCORT 13500 190 ot ptamalional roias (+44) 1908 

FORD MORDEO 14700 2 
LONDON-HEATHROW-QATWICK 


ROVER METRO 1 
FORD FIEETA 2 


EST 1.4 
ROVER 416 & 216 
FORD MOND! 
PEUQEOT 


FORD 
e go0|F PHUakor 1,8 ReTATE 


FORD MONDEO 1.8/2.0 LX 
€ Fazor 405 1,8 a ° 


£130 | H roven 620 sı 2170 
1.8 £130 | K roven 820 slı £310 


WEEKLY RATE INCLUDES FULLY COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE AND UNLIMIT? 
ED MILEAGE, ODW OPTIONAL DISCOUNTS FOR LONG TERM. OHILD SEATS AND 


BOOSTERS AVAILABLE, FREE DELIVERY TO LONDON AIRPORTS TEL:-00 44 1342 833338 
ON HIRES OVER ONE WESK, FULL RAG COVER. ALL RATES PLUS VAT. OREDTT FAXı-0Q 44 1342 832811 
CARD ACCEPTED, DANVERS MUBT BE OVEN 21 YEARS OLD 


The 1 5. ROBERT WHITLEY CAR HIRE 1 
MAINS Car Hire 0 the UK this 
—  Speclalists 9 | 


RE EOD LS 


Tersannl meet & greet service al Full rauge ot lhe latest model cars . SIERRA. CAY iL FROM ELOS INCL ۱ 
i i r week, ully ındu- PEUKIEUT 40% LATE Lfe dl L £140.50 OUR PRICES WILL OW PR! ۴ 7 SERVICE FROM A LDWIDE 
Henthrow & Gatwick Airporis n ا ا س ا‎ ed SEAT TILE NEW MoE NOT BE BEATEN f LOW | پل ام ا و‎ AME! MA Won Dp: 
lection firim Alrpant Terminal. . 0 ر‎ ley COMPA NY in MAINE ANG 
ا‎ bk aA UMUT ANIEAGE, DURABLE greet at Manchester/London || . ¥ CALL, WRITE OR FAX TO OUR E ا‎ 
+44 1256 2H8 15, Qi way, Heald Green, Cheadle, AND FRE CONICTI I AND DELVFRY 
ower onwKss | | |. Che 3H a n £99 r» TELEPHONE FACSIMILE 
Fax 44 (0) 11S2 - 794591 New Cara fully Inciusiva 01494 442 110 01494 474 732 
oblle t4 (O) B11, TEL: +44 1483 880046 . 


smal ne Cotage, Tllfurd Anaad, Rushrioor, 


Farnham, Burrey QU 10 ZEF. FAX: +44 1483 BSO187 3 THRGFTY CAA RENTAL THE OLD COURTHOUSE HUGHENDEH ROAD HIOH WFOOMDE BUCEŞ. 113 BOT 


SK 
To place your advertisement - 
Tel +44 (0) 161 834 8686 Fax +44 (0) 161 839 4436 


22 APPOINTMENTS & COURSES 


PROGRAMME OFFICERS 

2 posts - Eastern Asila/Paciflc : 
{UK based with up to 3 months travelling overseas each yea 
arade F £21,143 pa Incl. LWA 1 

SCF Is the UK's largest Internatlonal voluntary agency working for the rights 1 
and welfare of children In the UK, Europe and over 5O of the world's least 
developed countrles. 

As a Programme Officer you will provide Head Office support and direction to 
SOF overseas programmes and staff In your geographical area operating as the poi 
of reference both internally and externally. Responsibilities will include: providing 
support on a dally basis to Programme Directors and other programme staff on 
development and support Issues: work with the Regional Office in Bangkok and 
Reglonal Director in London to develop and Implement the reglonaî programme 
airategy and country strategy papers; ongoing financlal monitoring; ensuring that 
new project proposals are properly appraised; negotlatlons with agencies to secure 
funding and other support to programmes; advocacy and promotiona! work; 
representatlon to extemal audiences on aspects of the programme. 

You will have substantlal direct experlence In a programme mı capaoly 
at senlor lavel of overseas development work (gained in the field or in a headquarters 
support role), and an In-depth understanding of development issues and the needs 
of the overseas programmes/external environment In which NGOs operate. 
Experience of providing support at a distance, strategic planning and financlal 
management are vital. 

In addition, you require highiy developed communication, negotlatlon and 
analyticaVconceptual skills. The posts will also require proven experlence and sklls 
In Influencing and advocacy. 

The posts are managed by the Reglonal Director Eastern Asla/Paciflc and wil 
be divided geographically between an East Asia and SE Asia focus. 

For an applicatlon form and further detalls please write to Jackie Danton, 
Personnel Department, SCF, 17 Grove Lane, London SES 86RD. 

For overseas applicants, faxed appllcations are acceptable. 

Fax No. +44 171 703 2278. 


أ 

Closing date: Monday 16th February 1997. Interviews: week Inning 
3rd March 1997. e | 
1 
1 


Save the Children Î 


w= Working for a better world for chitdren 


TANZANIA 1997 
Fancy doing 

'somethıng use? , 
Spend three monthiwî 
and working in rural Afni 
health-related village priê:; 
No skills needed. if yous ' 
18-28, find out how ا‎ 


PROGRAMME MANAGER 


OXFAM-Canada ls based In Ollawa, Canada and works to overcome 
poverty, Infustice and Inequellty by providing community development 
and advocacy support to pariner organlzalions in Africa. ths Americas 
and Canada. As a member of the growing Oxfam International, wa are 
one of Canada's isadîing Inlematlonal developmeni egencies. 

As Programme Manager you will oversees our development. emergency 
and advocecy programmes, lotaling about CS8 milllonvyr. You will 
manage relstlons with the Canadlan govemment aid agency and 
oversee a programme staf of 25. As a member of the managernerit 


Health Projects Abrosd 
on 01628 640063. 


THE BRITISH INSTITUTE 


team, your function is to engure our programmes meat the high OF FLORENCE 
standards of Oxfam. Italian/ Art Hlstory 
You wil have at least fwve years development experlaences with a non- ا ا ا‎ 
governmental organlzatlon, preferably related to Africa and the EG 
Amaerices. You will have at least ve years management axperlence 5 
exp . Gap yrar semesleli 
Including budget and human resource management, and strategic Easter ferision counts 
programms planning. The ability io eveiuste programmes from a gender Sumıner with opera 


Telı +39 $5 284051 
Fax! +39 S5 139557 


Lumgarno 
50125 Flrenze 


and ervironrnental perspective is key, as la experience wılh advocacy 
programming ard campaigns. A second language (French or Spanish} 
Is sssentlal, 

Apply by January 31, 1897 to: Human Resources, OXFAM-Canada, 
Sulte 300, 294 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON Canada K1P GE, Fax to 
813-237-0524. E-mall fo oxfamhr@web.net 


OXFAM Canada is committad lo empioyment aqully Canadian lnmigraon law 
requlras that Canadian cilizens and landed inmigraniR are gwen firsl کا م‎ 


EAM 


ESP (Business) 
also avallel 


Visiting Senlor Research 
Fellowship: 1998/9 


The President and Fellows of St.John’s Colege با‎ sppllcations 


, an Fell 
hls or her om study or ressarch as a mamber of Iha Colege. Tê 
be expected io reglde in Oxford during lem and accomrnodaion, "’ g 
charge, or a marrlad or unmarried Felow, wil be avafeble. Tha Fe 
hava the right to lunch and dina In Colsge, siso frea of charge, Th? ® 
stipend atieched to the Felowahip. : 


Appllcatons, In the fom of a fetter, shoukl includ a ful curriculum ê 

namee ol res relarges! 2N a stalstnenl of ihe research or ole WO 
proposed during the Falowehip, and shoukd be sent to he Colega ae 
:Î Stohr Colege, Oxlord OXT 3JP, not later then 281h February 1907. 


` , The'Coege ls an equal opportunities employer. . 5 


Ty great 


SULTANATE OF OMAN 
ARABIAN (WHITEJORYX REINTRODUCTION 
PROJECT 


Vacancy for Field Manager 


This post will be available in March, 1997. Main 
March, . requirementa:- 
Experience of staff and canip management in wildlife projects, 


1 5 Senior Research Felowehl ا‎ 
experience of and willingness to live remote desert conditions, eel The Fellowship ls اا‎ 1 iir a scholar of outer 
dialincilon, fom abroad or the United Dd 


biological degree an advantage. Dutles include overall 
organisation and abnılnistration of the Project and assisting the 
Project Biologist in his work to implement the programme of 
scientific research and monitoring of the oryx and other 
wildlife. Post is suitable only for a single male. Vatid driving 
licence and computer literacy essential. Arabic q Yer 
advantage, but not essential if candidale willing to learn, For 
further details contact: The Adviser for Conservation of the 
Enviîronnıent, Diwan of Royal Court, PO Box 246, Muscat 113, 
Sultanate of Oman. {Fax No. 44 968 740550). 


¢ Reglonal Representative, The Balkans 
ر‎ f Based in Sarajevo, DM 35640 p.a. 
9 4 + relooatlon allowance for those orosslng natlona! boundarles, 
ا‎ onlculated at 40% of notlonal home bass salary (eg If from OECD country = £9,174 p.a.) 


Acoompanled. 2 year contraot 


Oxfam has been working In Bosnla and understanding of gender analysts. 
other parls of tha Former Yugoslavla sinca We requlre considerable experience in 
1993 and now has offices throughout ths finance management, proven abillty to 
reglon and an annual budget of over think strateglcally and extensive personnel 
£2.5milllon. Programmes Include management skills. The ability to respond 
amergency rellef and preparedness, sffactively In a crisls and malntaln an 
capaclty building with local NGOs, overview of security Issues will also 
advecacy, dlsablllty rights work and the be expected. 

devalopment of local advice centres. There This post requires a mature understanding of 
are Up to 1O Internallonal staff and 200 development and gender Issues, a 

local staff. Because most of the comınltment to promoting the full and aqual 
programmes are funded by International partlclpatlon of women in ail aspects of 
donors finanelal management is partlcularly Oxfam's work, and the ablllty to work as a 
complex, member of a team In a muiticulturai context. 
We are now looking for an experienced ald Abllity to travel Internationally. 

maneger to be Reglonal Representative In 

overalt control of the programme in Former FF further de md an applleatlon form 
Yugoslavie and likely to include Mens 

manggoment of the programme In Albania International Human Resources, Oxfam, 

by the and of 1997. 274 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 7DZ. 

We are fooking for someone with at least 4 Please quote ref; OS/RR/B/HM/GW. 

years relevant experlence, Including both Closing date: 0900 10 Fabruary 1997. 

relief and davelopment, and an Intervlews are llkely to ba early In March. 


or rellgin in thelr struggk agalnsl poverty. Odam UK and 


Founded in 1942, Oxfam works with people regardless of reca 
Irslarıd la a member of Oxfam intemational. 


2 
Working for a Fairer World 


sSlrlvinE lo be um cauaÎ Oopportunlty umployer 


Oufam UK/lrelanil io 


EDUCATIONAL ADVISOR BUA 


BARNA 
BACKGROUND: 


Redd Barna, Save the Chifdren Norway, ls a membership organlzatlyn which ls afrin, 

g direct and indirect 
support to the appileaflon of the Convention ont tha Rights of the Child in Africa, Asla, Europê, and Latin 
America. Redd Barna us now serking a highly qualifted and experienced Educatlonal Advisor for iis new 
program In Lao PDR where the organizatlon wil work closely with fhe Mîntstry af Education. 

RESPONSIBILITIES: 


* To survey E areas, presently two provinces south of Vientiane, and on the basıs of the 
survey result, together with the edueationai authorities, develop an educational project d 
within the areas of cluster-schoals and mulfi- grade teaching; SRE 


Assist in tho development of appropriate curriculum development and traini 
melhods and strategies; REE aS E 


Identify potential Lao counterpart to carry out the implementation of the projeel. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

"“ Masters degree in Education and at least eight years of worki i i i 
1 ing experience of which five should be in the 
Knowledge of and experience of the cluster school concept and mul higrade teaching skills; 


Experience in multi-lingual cultures, tiations, holdi rk : 
cansultancıes; E ing workshops & seminars, and stnall group 


yc and sound judgement, bility to organize work, excellent facilitation and inter-communication‏ ا 


Willingness and ability to travel and ork in remote areas. Knovrl f the i 
regions and language skills are definite asset. 0 e 
CONDITIONS OF SERVICE: 

Inıtıa! two years duraton; sitractive benefil package as per Redd Bama's contract for international staff. 


Alternatively an inital sıx months resideney followed by isi 
8 quarlerly month-long vi 1 
The position {3 open for immediate ocrupancy, and based in Vienciane E e E PEE 


APPLICATIONS: 


Please rite or fac by January 3lst, 1997 a CV cl : “Ady : 
Redd Barna, 2O. Bax 1475, ¥ ا‎ 


Dr. Bengt Ageros, 
UENTIANE, Lao PDR or fax the appllcatlon to: (66-2) 3912522 e 


A hghly pracueal, expenence- based 
course for people working in areas ا‎ jn 

of ınatabilıty and conflict. Especially 0 

suıtable for NOU staff, sid workers, yi 

those concerned witk rights, relief, 

revansiructıon And development. 

Includes conflict analysis, group 

dynamics. negotiution, mudiaıjon, mmm س‎ 
ımuına, confidence- building, conflict 
prevention and much else. 


1I week course, 2 week modules ciin be taken individually if required. 
Sunıe scholarships avallable. Places limited. Applıcations now for: 


S - (This caurse will take 
eptember - December 1997 pl rer J South ر ا‎ 
April - July 1998 


We also offer, on requesl, local worksliups and consultancies in English, 
French ur Spanish. Please contact Responding To Conflict Programme, 
Selly Oak Colleges(G), 1046 Bristol Road, Birmingham B29 6LJ, UK. 
Tel: (+44OH2! 415 5641. Fax:(+44KO)121 415 4119. 
E-mail:conflıet@waveridez.co.uk 


Responding to Conflict provides opportunities for individuals and 
organisations to develop new ways of working on conffict, 
Registered chnrhy no. 1015905 
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Notes and Querles Joseph Harker 


LL moons in our solar syste 
have names. Why Jotsn't 
earth's moon have u name? 


uıılil if is cleprived of il, — J Qawens, 
Afitcham, Surrey 


HE richest 43 pemple in thr 

worlcl. combined, own as muclı 
wialh as the poorest 2 billim. I 
cannot sumehow see jus retiring 
buck from lhat sorl of cleficit, — 
Martyn Giscombe- Smith, London 


UT TT has: its name is "Moun". 
Every nulural salellite is idenli- 
fetl with ı mythical fgurv. Jupiter's 
16 mouns, for example, bear the 
names uf wamen {and aû mal: 
Ganymede) wham this renurka bl’ 
god wis supped to lave hal love 
affairs will. Earlh's muon wis given 
the name “Selene" by fhe (ireeks 
and "luna" by the Roınans, each a 
uudldess. The ancient Germans 
called il “Man” or “Maui” and ul a 
myth aboul a miserable persuu of 
this name who, logether with lis sis- 
ter (Ihe sun, is being pursıcel by ia 
hound ncruss {he skies until Ibe encl 
of Ihe worlcl. From his nwyth the 
Germanic words "mine" (Dunish}, 
“maan” {(Dutcl), “muon” 0( 
anl "mond" (Cerinan} il «1, 
later truslerred iu all ¢ 1 
bodies cirvulating around planus, — 
Claus Hollenherg, Marburg, Ucrmany 


PART fram Summer 
Holiday, which i» the worst 
song ever recorded? 


AIRYTALE Of New York by the 

Pagues and Kirsty MacUull, 
which features ihe memorable lines: 
"Yuu scumhAg/ YOU MAgEOL/ Yol 
cheap lousy faggot/ Huppy Christ- 
mas me arse/ 1 hope ils our last." — 
Boh Heys, Ripponden, Halifax 


HEN we couldn" gel a seal in 
ihe pub, we used to play O 
Suprının by laurie Anderson on 
ihe juke box, H workerl every lint. 
— Al James, Powys 


Henry Holt handles one of the 7,000 bricks 


a ح‎ : 
PHOTOAAAPH’ DENIS THORPE 


in his beloved collection 


Load of old bricks in need of a roof 


CCORDING to Allous Huxley il 
must be Manmy, as sung by Al 
Jolson in The Jazz Singer (1927). 


HOPPING trolleys taken 
from supermarket premises 
by customers Iitter streets world- 


USEUM directors in niece, Elaine Brown, recalled. no family conncction, but he was | wide, Will anybody ever think of | Huxley said: "My flesdı crept as the 
Lancashire are urgently “There are all sorts of shapes hooked. a way to solve this problem? loudspeaker poured ou those 
seeking a permanent home for and sizes. A brick isn't a brick, if Ian Gibaon, Lancashire's prin- satlden words, {hM greasy sugging 
a unique collection of chunky you know what 1 mean.” cipal keeper of industrial nıuse- NE ui our largest supermarkets j ınvlody. 1 felt ashamccl af ıyself for 
artcfacts, twrites David Ward. Mr Holt, a farmer, kept bricks | ums, said: “He would have liked can unly be entered ur exited | listening to such things, fur even 
Henry Holt, who died last in and around his thrce-bed them to stay together, but thatit j by negotiating 12 steps, Nol tu irul. | being a member of the species 1o 
month aged 83, collected bricks, | semi in Waterfoot, Lancashire, is unlikely, However you display | ley leave» the building. — Churchill | wiiel such Lhiggs are aklresscrl." 
He collected them for 30 years He got into bricks when he the bricka, I don't think even the | fFrast, Prague. Caech Republic — R Alem, Chevington, Suffolk 
and eventually owned 7,000 picked one up marked “E H & most eccentric or enthusiastic 
from all over the world. Co, Rosaendale”, He discovered Û member of the public would N LOS ANGELES ı\he problem 


“He used to stroke them,” his | the H stood for Holt; there was want to gauze at 7,000 of them," has been solved by aut army of 
mien in pick-up trucks whu cirive 
arn the city relrieving dibini- 
doned carts. — Alistar Hattmgh, 


Buenos Arres, Argentina 


Any answers? 


HAT happened to all ıu 

moncy Bernard Shaw icfl ۱ 
to further the caune of spcellint ! 
reform? — K S Lysous, Matlock, 
Derbyshire 


HAT'ia the origin of “kick 
the bucket"? — Penuy 
Sparling, Ottawa, Canada 


Letter from Indla Gareth and Jane Wood 


The road to enlightenment 


OCKETS of mist hung over 
the steep slopes of Simla as 
we set off to catch the early 
bus to Sarahan, a village 175km 
away in the Kinnaur district of the 
Hinalayas renowned for its magnif 
cent woodcarved Bimakhali tent 
ple. The bus station was already 
busy and we queued in the rain for 
our tickets, The floor of the ticket 
office was completely worn away. 
leaving joists and bare earth where 
a million or more Indians had pa- 
tiently waited before us, Comforting 
smells of lea and breakfast hung in 
the air, regularly dispersed by thick 
clouds of exhaust fumes pumped 
from ageing bus engines. The bus 
was packed but we were lucky 
enough to find seats, squashed 
between the hill people and their 
enormous bundles of luggage. 

Our fellow passengers were re- 
laxed and talkative for the most part, 
blissfully indifferent to the appalling 
roacl conditions and the bus's poor 
suspension. The only person who 
appeared to be in a had mood was a 
monk in the seat ahead of me, who 
scowled and grunıbled constantly. 
He was also the only passenger who 
insisted on smoking, his head hang- 
ing out of the window, while the 
entire bus voiced its disapproval. 

An hour and a half out of Simla 
we came across an elephant and a 


S THERE more justice or 
injustice in the worid? 


The beauty of the Bimakhali teme 
ple and its setting were enhanced by 
its sheer inaccessibility, At nightfall, 
the temple, with its exquisite fret- 
work illunıinated from the inside, 
glowed like a Chinese lantern. We 
presented ourselves at the gate for 
evening prayer and were each given 
a Nehru-style cotton cap to wear, 
On the third oor of the temple the 
priest intoned the office while two 
wardens clashed cymbals and blew 
long blasts on an ancient trumpet. A 
thick blanket of mist shrouded the 
surrounding village. 

As firsttime travellers to India, 
coming from a continent where fast 
travel and well-maintained vehicles 
are taken for granted, we were 
struck by the sheer mass of people 
on the move, and the endless 
resourcefulness. India is a powerful 
country, importing only 5 per cent 
of its gross national product, and 
everything is constantly repaired. In 
Europe, we idly think of scrapping 
our fridge at the first sign of trouble. 
Bul in India, in the case of a serious 
breakdown, a lorry driver will think 
nathing of patiently dismantling a 
gearbox and. spreading the cogs 
around, prepared to sleep under lıls 
vehicle until the job is done, As 
Malıatnıa Gandlıi once commentecl 
when asked what he thought of 
Western civilisation: “It would be a 


weather and the incessant heavy 
traffic. A woman in a bright red sari 
emptied dust from a wicker basket; 
two men operated a spade, one 
shovelling, the other hauling rhyth- 
mically on a rope attached to the 
handle. Meanwhile women sat on 
piles of small stones, patiently 
breaking down larger stones with 
small hanmers. 

On a bend in the road we 
screeched to a halt, face to face with 
an oncoming bus, while a lorry 
trundled into the back of us with a 
sickening thud. The passengers, 
laughing nervously, clambered 
down from the bus and made the 
most of the delay to stretch their 
legs while the drivers did their best 
to straighten out the damage. 


UR FIRST scheduled stop 

was at Narkanda, a tiny 

village on a col at aboul 
2,600 metres, and the setting of 
Lispeth, one of Kipling's Plain Tales 
Of The Hills. The place probably 
hadı't changed a lot since his time. 
Hill people squatted in the dust 
smoking bidis, cows ruminated 
comfortably in the middle of the 
road and we saw our first prayer 
flags, fluttering forlornly like old 
plastic bags caught on a barbed 
wire fence. Siling next to the tem 
ple, an ironic smile on his face, was 


F ONE believes that God is good 

and his ways are unknowable, 
then one believes there is no injus- 
tice since seeming injustice is part 
of God's plan. If one believes that 
justice is strictly a human concent, 
then the ratio of justice to injustice 
is a problem of definition and data 
collection. — M D Fisher, Cashmere, 
Queensland, Australia 


BOUT 20 years ago there 

was much talk about a one- 
off Inoculation jab belng devel- 
oped to put an end to tooth 
decay. Did it just not work or did 
the toothpaste manufacturers 
suppress it? — John Hodges, London 


NI’ society that has a concept of 
justice is an unjust society: 
when justice becomes universal, the 
concept of justice will disappear. 
The fish has no concept of water 


Answers should be e-mailed to 
weekiy@guardian.co,uk, faxed to 
0171/44171-242-0985, or posted 
to The Guardian Weekly, 75 Farring- 
don Road, London EC1M 3HO 


A Country Diary 


its way through the pounds of 
Bramleys). This year's gathering 
reflected the worrying changes in 
our common bird populations. 
There was not a single house spar- 
row, sîskin or linnet, andl only iso- 
lated robins and song thrushes. The 
lawn was dominated by large packs 
of chaffinches and male blackbirds, 
presıımably froın the Continent, and 
the lilac and buddlela by tits. But 
one thing was unchanged from 
1966: there were eitlıer no birds or 
lots of birds. 


Richard Mahey 


ERKHAMSTED: According to 

my diary, the last time the gar- 
den was locked under frost for nure 
ihan a week was in February 1966. 
There was nore snow then, and the 
freeze lasted for nearly four weeks. 
But my birci records still sound as if 
they are Irom anather planet The 
nut bags were nmıonopalisel by 
sişkins, which hung upside down 
and picked delicately at the nuts as 
if they were using chopsticks. The 


ing ti 1 ble cross | very good idea.” seed-strewn planks Pd lain across A rogue blackbird, that insisted 
ا ا ل‎ ain 0d loi e 2 the snow were. crowded with star- | on hounding every potential com- 
to deteriorate, and Tur was S001 We continued on our journey, the | This article is one of a regular lings, robins and mixecl finch flocks | pelitor out of the garden, ended up 


serles of “letters” from those living all 
over the world. Readers are invited 
to submil articles of no longer than 


—~ house sparrows, greenfinches, lin- 
nets, yelowhammers, reed buntings, 
even the occasional corn bunting. 


exhausted and haggard from spend- 
Ing its time fighting not feeding,.,1 
find it heartening that, in these un- 


Sutlej river, swollen with snow-melt 
and monsoon, appearing lhqusands 
of metres below. The bus ended its 


a distant memory. Théë bus grum- 
bled and lurched on, gingerly nego- 
liating the oncoming lorries at 


1 Every- Rampur, a dusty cross- Î 800 words {ses address on page 2). Around the edges of the garclen, | relenting conditions, birds opt for 

r ت‎ ing pee ا ا ا‎ valley a we | Please enclose a self-addressed various thrushes stakecl out territo- | group security and a policy of live 

.| were busy mending the road, | covered lhe remaining 4km in a | envelope if you wish your ries round piles of apples {including | and let live rather than one of selfish 
fighting a losing battle against the | relatively new Jeep. manusçript to be returned one piratical fieldfare that gobbled | aggression, : : 


China faces 
outcry Over 
bear farming 


Fiona Holland 


WEEN China’s minlstry of 
forestry dreamed up the 
idea of farming rare bears more 
than a decade ago, officials 
thought they had hit on the ideal 
way of meeting a growing de- 
manci for bile — a key ingredient 
in traditional Chinese medicine, 

Origmally, the planı was to 
farm 40,000 bears. But China 
overlooked something: the inter- 
national outery from conserva- 
tlon and animal welfare groupa 
which condemned the cruelty 
of “milking” bile from the gall 
bladders of bears incarcerated 
in cages so small that they 
cauaed deformities. 

Threc years after originally 
exposing the trade, thie Inter- 
national Fund for Animal 
Welfare (Ifaw) has reached a 
milestone in its campaign to end 
bear fuırming. Against all (he 
odds in a country where trixcli- 
tion dating buck thousands uf 
years views wildlife primarily 
as a resource, Ifaw lus just 
opened a siutctt in Gttanf” 
dong, close to Hong Kong, for 
eight bears rescuvd from iı farm. | 

The bears have survived 
years of imprisonment in iwdy 
crushing cuges — amd the 
subsequent srf{tr'y LO FCIMOVU 
eatheters implanted in thcir gall 
bladders. 

Suzanne Boardman, von- 
sultant veterinary surgeun tO 
lfaw and London Zuo, said: 
“They were in very, very bad 
condition. The fact they survived 
is absolutely astonishiuyt." 

More than 7,500 bears arê | 
still imprisoned on 480 farms 
across China, and their future | 
remains uncerlain. He Hiyou, 
deputy director of the state 
administration for traditional 
Chinese medicine, said at the 
opening of the sanctuary that it 
was still official government P' 
icy to “use wildlife resources ‘ 
While herbal alternatives and 
less intrusive ways of tapping 
bile were being sought, the 
government had yet to decide 
whether the industry should be 
closed down, he said. 

Song Huigang, deputy chief of 
the China Wildlife Conservation 
Association, said it had sug” 
gested to the government that 
bear farming be phased out. But 
eliminating the lucrative 
posed many difficulties. 

It will fall to Ifaw’s Asla 
representative, Jill Robinson, 
to balance practicalities in 
China with foreign ideals abot 
animal welfare. In the اا‎ 
term, Ifaw is working to improve 
conditiona on farms and fundiné 
research into a herbal altern4” 
tive, but trustee Karen Cotton 
is adamant: “Our bottom liue 
is that we will never accept the 
institutlonalisation of bear 
farming.” 

David Chu, a pro-China Hong 
Kong legislator and 
hunter, is a surprising Jaw 


ally. He donated land at Pay : 


for the sanctuary, but 

“It is going to be a long battle . 
because Çhina is so large and 
this is an ancient pra 

rooted in Chinese culture. It 
Thay take decades, but J hope ® 
see itin my lifetime.” 


Kominisig-Anishinawbeg (MKA), 
has built a winter trapping cabin ille- 
gally on Obabika Lake, in a provin- 
cial wilderness park close to his 
father's burial site. Mathias claims a 
traditional home range that covers 
most of the park. 

Since last September, Temagami 
has received daily attention in the 
Canadian press. Logging has beet 
suspended following a court order, 
protesters have been arrested, and 
at a recent meeting in North Bay 
people clıeered a call for northern 
Ontario to become a separate 
province, angry at what they see as 
meddling in their affairs by Toronto 
environmentalists. 

‘The Ontario governınent is focus- 
ing firmly on human economic 
needs and the view that sustainable 

. management of the old growth cloes 

not deiract from its value. Carth- 
roots favours preservation of the old 
growth because it is “critical natural 
capital” and because something of 
significance is abnut to be lost. 
Mathias has lost something of great 
personal significance: he wants his 
family's traditional lands and 
lifestyle back. 

Bonbings, prolesls and arrests 
indicate an intractable problem, but 
soıiething else is going on here. 
Since JR Booth & Co plundered the 
forests, values and policy have grad- 
ually changed. The unrest in Temir 
gami is the latest phase in lhe 
neguliatinn of a conser valion ratic- 
nale. Tlıe clanges may be slow but 
the result ouglıt to be a mutually 
beneficial integralion of uman ancl 
nalural inlerests. 

Nurthern Ontario has so nuch 
that Europe has lost: vast exjases 
of will country, opportunities {ur 
solilude and real recreztion, a huge 
potential for eco-tourisnı. Tourism is 
now the world's largest industry, 
and ece-tourism is the fastest grow- 
ing sector, expected to double 
belween 1945 antl 2000, 

Earthroots aud the tour guicles 
who are already ınaking a living oul 
of city folk seeking a glimpse of the 
wilderuess believe wellımarkeled 
and managed eco-tourism could 
bring jobs, prolect wild places ancl 
limit damage to species and habi- 
tats. This could ensure that local 
people value areas such as the old- 
growth forest because they gain 
enough revenue from tourism to 
regard the preserved forest aš a 
source of income. It could aiso 
mean they become part of the lobby 
for preservation of their nalural 
heritage. 


. . environmentalists paddfc into battle to save 


PHOTC3PAFH: TOM BRYSON 


Auishnabai lıuians brought a legal 
aclion to slop mining exploration 
uve 10,000sq km in the Teagaıi 
region. In 1995, (be provincial 
goverument had the legal cautions 
removed and subsequenlly pros- 
pectors began staking claims. There 
is a bonıbed out britlge on a logging 
road at the southern point of the 
lanl claim; locals are certain tle 
Indians rlirl tlie bombing. 

It is witlely recognised that Amer- 
ican Indians lıave, or at least hal, a 
set of beliefs and attitudes thal man- 
ifest a reverence for the life forms 
ancl forces of the natural world. Evi- 
dence ofthat spirituality is still there 
in the woods: a bundle of sweet- 
grass placed below rock paintings 
on Diamoncl Lake; totenıs and other 
offerings below a pair of giant recl 
and white pines in a sacred grove 
above Ûbabika Lake, 

Alex Mathias, an Ojibway and 
a member of the militant Ma- 
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Wail of the lonesome pine 


Cull uf the wild. 
Canadit’s ancient pines 


At Chwairı Lake. the loggers in 
tencl to make a "shelterwood cut", 
leaving the trres with {le realest 
reprutluctive vapacity; they intencl 
to [ell Lhe 3iyeaı-oll giants and 
leave the micllle-aged irees to grow 
on to maturity. They claim thal lhis 
mimics the effects of fire and leaves 
analural forest. 

Farthronts, i Torarln-basecl envi- 
ronmental group, claim that sheller- 
wood culling is just a slower form ol 
clearcut unl want the oll growth 
preserved fron industrial exploita- 
tio. They have set up a "forest 
tlefence camp", blockaded the road, 
and chained themselves to concrete 
blocks. Their leaders have been 
jailed. 

Ecological, aesthetic and spiritual 
values are evident here; respect for 
natura processes and systems, and 
a reluctance to overexploit species 
and habitats underpins the protest. 

In 1973, the Teme-Augama- 


Tom Bryson on a fierce 
battle to save the last of 
the 300-year-old giant 
pines in the wilderness 
of northern Ontario 


HE Canadian lumber baron, 

JR Bnotlı, nredicterl in 1856 

that tlıe white pine forests of 

ıhe Htawa Valley woulkl lost 700 
years. They lasted 70. 

‘"Taclay, less (han 1 per cent of 
Narth America's old-growth pine 
forest stir vives. A third of it is close 
tu the town of Tenıngami, in nortlı- 
ern Outario, antl Mike Harris, pre- 
mier uf fhe richest province in the 
wurld's richest counlry, wants lo 
pen JH up to bogging ancl mining. 

Since late kıst summer, Temaganit 
lis been the scene of boit 
raul bluckades, civil slisubedicnce 
anl even dermanuls for an indepen- 
ent nerlhern Chutario. So whnt's 
Mippening 10 lhe previously well- 
orderasl, peneceful, socially denmocra- 
tr anıl boring "Scarlinavla” of Ih 
Anuricas? 

The interests of the prolagonisls 
are vromplex arl cliverse, An [Indian 
kın ckiimı in ihe arva îs unsellled. 
Eıwironnıenlalists xny {hal Ihe 
1 Ss new landause plins 
Iucalen the oklgrowth forest. 
Gntario's Liberal government has 
tvideel ta allow large-scale mining 
exploration, logging arkl road rlevel- 
oji willerness areas, ancl 
ew le tion hands over tlic joly 
uf rrguHdalîng forest rxploitminn on 
public Inrkls to the logging industry. 
linw can the various groups, wlo all 
vlan to have sustainable develop- 
went and the environment at heart, 
unrivcl this tangle? 

In June, the Ontario government's 
management plan sel nı which alci- 
¥rowth forests would be protected 
anû those where logging would 
evur. The foresters say that seleu- 
live felling is the best way 1o main 
tain and reinvigorate Lhe [oresls. 
Tires usecl to sweep through these 
fnresls every hundred years or so, 
but fire prevention this century has 
refucerl the incidence of fires, mak- 
ing il difficull for young pines to gêr- 
minate and establish in the dense 
uıkderbrush and undisturbed soil. 
The mayor of Temagami also wants 
to see the creation of 100 year-round 
johs in mills and mines. 


fined $160,000 for exporting illegal 
timber. And Sifec, now Chinese 
owned, was fined $140,000 in June 
for a similar offence. According to 
an İlbama superintendent, Hamilton 
Casar, WIK have the tractors to log 
all the timber they can get their 
hands on. 

Foreign companies have been ex- 
porting mahogany and other hard- 
woods from Brazil for years, but 
what concerns Brazilian environ- 
mentalists and authorities is the 
voracity of the new Asian arrivals — 
and their record of devastation. In 
July, a two-year moratorium on new 
concessions for mahogany and vi- 
rola was announced, But it has had 
no effect on existing concessions, 
and at the present rate of extraction 
Brazil's mahogany resources will 
only last 30 years. 

Malaysian ministers visiting 
Brazil have protested at being cast 
in the role of villain, but companies 
from their country control 80 per 
cent of the world trade in tropical 
timber. Without the Amazon rainfor- 
est, it is difficult to see where they 
are going to turn for supplies. 


Asian loggers strip the Amazon's assets 


Malaysian and Chinese business- 
men have been visiting the offices 
of the government's environmental 
agency, Ibama, to find out about 
environmental legislation. 

The advantage of buying Brazilian 
companies is that they already have 
forest management plans (PMFs) 
approved by bama. Under such a 
plan, the area to be logged is divided 
into 25 parts. Each year, one part 
should be rationally exploited and 
then left for the next 25 years to 
allow natural reforestation, 

In practice, says Paulo Lira, of the 
World Wildlife Fund, most PMs 
are a fiction. A recent audit done by 
Ibanıa found irregularities in two 
out of every three plans, The com- 
panies also buy limber fron elan- 
destine loggers. Armed groups of 
up to 10) ııen invatle ranches and 
extracel limber’, wlıich they then sell 
ont fo those with a PMF, All hama 
caun {lo is fine companies when they 
are caught. 

Amapfac/WTK has already been 


obtained government concessions 
to vast forest areas, and timber 
production multiplied fivefold be- 
tween 1991 and 1996, forcing the 
government to decree a three-year 
moratorium on new concessions 
until environmental laws can be 
lightened. In Brazil, the Asians are 
more discreet. They have begun 
buying up small-scale, oflen bank- 
rupt, local timber companies, keep- 
ing their original names. 

WTK of Malaysia pail $7 nıillion 
for Aınaplac in January, and also 
hought 300,000 hectnres of forest 
near the Jurua river, an Amazon 
ıributary, for around $2.4 unillion. 
Total WTK investment in timber is 
repur'tel to be $18 nillion, 

Officially bankrupi,. the Amaplac 
sawnıill now produces 3,200 nelres 
of plywood aû month. Samling, 
nnother Malaysian ginî, is negotiat- 
ing to buy Amacul. Conıpersa, a 
local timber fîrmı, ıow belongs to 

China's Tianjin Fortune Timber 
Company. 


Jan Rocha In São Paulo 


S$ THEIR own forests near ex- 

biauslion, Asian logging conıpa- 
nics are moving into South America: 
Guyana, Surinam, and now He big 
prize, the Amazon rainforest. 

Large parts of sill intact forest in 
rermate areas where government 
agencivs are weak and unmotivated 
adil up to a dangeruıs cocktall, say's 
irel Sizer, of the Washingtan- 

based Worl! Resources limtilule. 
"There aren't pinces where you can 
:tw4pıire logging rights to several mil- 
lin hectares at att'active prices." 

Africa is out of the gqueslion 
because of political instability, so 
the solution is Brazil's Amazon rain- 
furest, an aren of TO,OUOsG km, with 
un™third of 1he world's existing lint- 
ber supplies. The foresl contains (O 
billion cubic metres of limber, sail 
lo he wurth $4 trillion. By 2006, 
Brazil's share af the workl market is 
vspevted to leap to 20 per cent. 

In Guyana, Malaysian companies 
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Playboy with a limp 


But McDonagh's point is that 
THEATRE cinema has done more than anything 
Michael Billington to foster the Irislı myth. It is no acc 
tlent that Ihe play is set at the me of 
٣ THERE such a thing as the real j Man Of Aran, which was once seen 


A helluva 
hoofer 


DANCE 
Flachra Gibbons 


lTheKing andl |‏ ا 


Howard Felnstein 
meets Pacino, the screen 
tough guy who just wants 
to direct Shakespeare 


was always, at its heart, an experi- 
ment. Il was always something I] was 
just playing with. 

“The main virtue in that is that it 
allows you to be freer in a strange 
way. You're off the hook, You're just 


Ireland? Or is it a myth created | as a realistic portrait of an Irish fish- 


down the ages by writers, arlisls | ing community. The richest, funniest HERE'S no point taking the 


ancl film-makers? Thal is the intrigu- | scene is that in which Flaherly’s film mick out of Michacl going for the archive. You're not 
ing (uestion posed by Martin | is shown ou [nishmaan: the islanders Done up like a Celtic god gone L PACINOSS screen persona | pressured into making a movie that i 
McDanagh in The Cripple Of Inislr | either ignore it totally in pursuit of wrong in Cuban heels and Îs hard to pin down. When he | has to communicate. You Te tryin 
ımaan ai London's National Theatre | their local feuds or hilariously ques- Schwarzenegger shoulder-pads, plays the bad guy (the bank | to figure aut what you're trying to 
which, like Ihe same wrîter's Tlic | Lion its authenticity, crying “It's rare his shaved chest slathered in robber in Dog Day Aflernoon, for | say. That's the style — anl luckily il 


example), an aıgel usually manages 
to seep through. His good guys (Ser 
pico, Michael Corleone in The God- 
father, the cop in Cruising) often 
harbour a dark psyche, Now, Look- 


bevame something." 

Pacinu feels he might have gone 
even further. "I waniecl real life and 
the play to absolutely merge, so thal 
yuu couklnl cven tell them axırt 


baby oil, he does it toû well 
himself. But behind the ego that 
inflated (he Riverdance phenom. 
enon is one hell of a hoofer. 
Dancer is too mean a word iy أ‎ 


Beauty Qucen Of Lecnane, lovingly | Ihat off Ireland yuu get sharks." 
feels off Irish fantasy nul offers its MrDunagh's skill Jies in having it 
owu wiliily ironic, postmodern | both ways: in sirnultaneously 
eril. exploiting antl untlermining Irish 
MeDunngh's comic fable comes | romantic nyth, But le creates one 


in heavily inverlel commas. The | character who, as far as Î can see, is describe a ran wha shook foun. ing For Richard, a documenlnry he any more, For example, you lake 
SDH 1 th Lleik Aran island of | a genuine comlc original: the local dations and false tecth at E 2 e 0 اا‎ 0s the guy e lays Hains, n 
1 LEM ThE uly hcta, | Puy Helen, Wha e orien bY a E ea eek HE treacherous hunchback, Richarel Il, | law he speaks un ihe n: his 
ily, is a crippled orphan whose j muinic fury and who works, some- styles himself as the Lord ofthe | ا‎ i ea heh e RIE 1 E ا‎ > 
prents srownisl in a mysterious | what destructively, for the village Dance. And he is, He has an over i e اا پارا‎ 0 X- aon: ا‎ Ev ا‎ : TET 
lating mrcidenl when he was a | egg-man. Offering to play the game whelming gangster aggression | u a a Ci a n i 1 a 3 ا‎ i 0 
by. euler ti Set bay a ا‎ ia e انی ا‎ ah ا‎ 0 | Hk ا‎ i 2 8 started 0 Cote and perform kill him! “The audience Rul Uk 
ti 0 N e aa. rne, ah 0 E ی‎ o ا ا‎ Fountain of love . . . Vincent Perez and Irènc Jacob in Antonionl's Beyond The Clouda ing comely routines in Greenwich, | that is nıore visceral, you know?” 1 


Village. Does he sce himself as a 
funny nian? 

“A skeleton goes into a bar and 
asks the barman for a beer and a 
mop.” Pause. Long puusc. “Get it? 


The filın lıns conic at the right 
time. As Willlam Shakespeare's 
Romeo And Julim has shown, the 
Barrl can be gourl box-office these 
days. “Kenneth Branagh was a reul 


fig, prying vonmunity by joining | pate: f practical demonstration of 
the filuı unil tht is making Man Of | the yolk of oppression. As marvel- 
Aran un the neiglıbeuriigr island of | lously played by Aisling O'Sullivan, 
Inishınorv, What we see is the | the character emergues as anı authen- 
clespiserl Billy secking to achieve a | tic Irish termagant. 


But he is also a haqı, drunk ! 


TS IG / little, speak volumes 
e 


۱ ا‎ ng ۳ 1 1 infirınity dar't necessarily mean a It is clear wlıere the flme-ntakers' | Now that's funny, isa't it?" A bi boost," says Pacino, “Fle clid Hear: 
new iclentity —~ anıl incidentally gain The play's main weakness is a trousers bulging with half the CINEMA lessening of desire, sympathies lie — the Brits are cari- | laugh from him. 8 V anl i exploded. He gave 1h 
tlıe love of Ihe sharptonguecl local | technical one: McDonagh falls into poultry Couanter u 0 2 Derek Malcolm The linking devices serve to pul a | catures, particularly {he young | Looking For Richard isn't going | sense that Shakespeare could be 
benuly — by entering the ınake- | a mechanical habit of comic reversal, a an و‎ cer dept! palina uf mysterious pretension | ‘Fhatcherile morister who recon: | to have audiences rolling in the | popular.” Pacino makes Richard II 
believe worl of fm andl ultimately | so {hal any seeming statement of tradition he ng O «١ NTONIONI has two crosses | upon the stories that is not always | ınends no negotiations wilh the | aisles, but it cloes suggest (hal | comprehensible to all. Renowncel 
decing to Hullywaut. truth is instantly upended. By the Wherv River تد‎ E و‎ to bear. The first is his own j| borne aut. This is the weakest part | strikers. This unbalances wlut | Pacino's humour extends sone way | itctors (Vanessa Reclgrave, Alec 
MecDmngh's play is full of cou- j end, you cnn see the device coming u cross-cultural celebration physical frailty, caused by a | of the structure, but then the plea- | might otherwise have been a mov- j beyond this {ype of Chrislmas- j Baldwin, Winona Ryrler, Kevin 


dance, ind give the Lrislı fornıs 


sci references lhat all reinforce | a nile off. But, although The Crip 
their place in (he pantheun of is 


struke some years agu that left him‏ : ا 
the curiral theme uf really versus j ple al limes las the air of ingeniius 28‏ 


sure of lhe film lies not in the tales i ing filnı, and one that clearly knows 
unable to make films for a disas- 


thenıselves, nor in the perfor- | its subject maller. 


cracker joke. He's a cousununale 
mugger. He ımugs, on thie New York 


Spacty, Ustulle Parsons) ntl acl 


fantasy. A pivotal figure is a local | pastiche, il is still buoyantly funny. sic styles, this is ın unashamtd trously long time. The second is | mances vf them hy the dislin- | The mirror often has two faces, | sidewalks and at the story conler- 3 
tale-spinner, Jolnnypaleenmike, It is also well qlirected by celebration of Michal Flalcr: Î ıhat his type of romantic but almost | guished likes of Sophie Marceau, | but it may be no comfort 1o some | ence table. He even spon(s 

wha earns lis keep by lurning gos: | Nichols Hytner wuxl benutifully the all-dancîng concert fault | melaphysical cinema is the exact | Irene Jacob, Jeanne Moreau, Fanny | that botl of them belong to Barbra | Richard's death scene. Hut then, the 

sip into an arMormı and who migln | «lesigned by Bob Crowley. Ruaidhri and ex-boxing chump, | posite of what people appear lo | Ardant, Malkovich, Peter Weller, | Sireisand in the film of that name. | famously shy aur has worked on 

have steppetl straight out of a Bouci | Conroy, who has the spindly inten- And yet, through all the cow 1 require nowadays. Jean Reno anil even the late Î She is a star who fashions ber own | this film for three anl a half years. 


ult lay. sity of a young O'Toole, makes an 


lamented Marcello Masiroianni | (lirectorial efforts so confirlently 


ceit, there were momenta shi! | The first disadvantage has been “I don't think of myself one way 


Synge's The Playboy Of The West | impressive stage debut as Billy. the hairs on (he buk of ny ne tly dispensed with in | (who knows exactly how to play this j around herself that every uther char. | or another as funny, bust i do have a 
ern World. in which the buy-hero It is a highly accomplished play stood on end. The big ensembk . Bond The Clouds, for which | sort of thing — by looking into the | acter seems to appear by accident. laugh once in a while. How did ! get 
achiever maturity by turning his pat- bat suggests thie literary and cine- numbers were hypnotic, wher Wim Wenders was assistant direc | middle-distance). Once one has seen The Mirror | this far? I'm 56. How the hell did I 
ricklal fantasies into reuîty, is als» | matic myths of Ireland are so the traditional form was free fom tor. He found the old man, now well No, the film's appeal lies in the | Has Two Faces, one is inclined to | do it?" Tenacity and talent are the 
MeDonarh's xlpable prolotype: 1 encrusled they have now turnerl tnt and sulı-balletic poncing ier 8Û and unable to speak more | way Antonioni looks back at his past | belicve rumours that Streisand | most likely answers, not to mention 
what hv sets tu be saying is that | intu renlily, But. while recognising : EG Flatley is lhe most arrogant | a couple of words at a time, | themes with little visual homages Î sacked the entire crew a few days | an eye for the commercial side of 
Synge, once accused by St Juhu | MicDonagh's skill. one just hopes he 2 SE RI performer I hıve ever seen. Al ' very precise about what he wanted. | that seem to sumı up a long career of | into the shoot, and that her costar | the business and a lifelong aware 
Ervine 0 being 3 faker of peasant | will eventually move from ironic | 2 E FES e he wants is an nudience to , „ Thesecond, as was evinced by the | extraordinary film-making. Mood | now says he needs a long rest. The | ness of the need to stretch himself. 
speevh „ himself created a mythical commentary on Ireland to rigorous | The new O’Toole? . . . Rualdhri Conray makes arı impressive stage | worship him, And the terrible j disappointing reception for his re- | and atmosphere were always the | niovie is arı inflated epic, intended | Looking For Richard has him break- 
version of Irish west coast life. self-revelation. debut in The Cripple Of Inlshmaan PHOTOGRAPH: TRISTPAM KENTON | thing is, when he dances wê | “nlly revived masterpiece LAvven- | thing, and Antonioni was a master | to be a romantic comedy but fash- | ing new ground as both a performer 


and a director. It's what you night 
call a constructive vanity produc- 
tion, witlı Pacino often in front of he 
camera and always behind it. 

“Richard is one of the greatest 


of saying very little but managing to | ioned in the style of something like 
imply a very great deal. a late Judy Garland tearjerker 
What we take from the film is a | directed by a tipsy George Cukor. 
sense that we may just have been Our heroine is a nice Jewish 
here before, at a time when the cin- Î university lecturer with a disdainful 


, re, will probably not be so easily 
| Wercome. It's not so much that his 
| ime has passed, and the strength of 

his talent is weekening, it's more that 
| se understand less and less about 


Getting the hump with Nelson eT ELT 


Leeds and Newcastle into a nuclear | 
winter of Whicker repeats. It is the The chorus of women burstinlo’s 


palm hîm off with Scorpion (he's | The Skeleton Coast comes under | first time I'm glad I live in the Carl | starling chatter of clerislon. ji ss his type of cinema, which is so | ema was capable of mystery as well | mother (Lauren Bacall) who can't get | villains ever written. One of the | Richard III 
TELEVISION just mad”) as the third camel. the Disability Unit. [can understand Î ton region. like watching a flock of birds ww | specifically not Hollywood. a8 EEO and of working an | herself a man because she's ordinary | main reasons for that may be that 
Nancy Banks-Smith Never, my son, shake hands with | that. To say these Hollywood pro- | and veer as if alarmed. “Who in el No one could claim Beyond The | our imaginations as well as our Î and doesn't dress well. She spies an | Shakespeare gives him a con- Î ball Oxford scholars deconstruct 
TT, | 8 left-handed draw or buy a camel On the subject of Boys Own j| grammes are sleazy is to stretch the j is that vain that they have lo gt | Clouds was his most striking work, | senses. answer to her prayers in Jeff Bridges’ | science, makes him aware af what | the language, sum up Richard's 
S BENEDICT ALLEN set off | called Scorpion. heroes, Bush Tucker Man has | term to twanging. They are sant | injected into their che 1 hough only a dim viewer would be shy but handsome bachelor. he does. You take Iago: he's more | motivation and provide a context for 
on his camel in The Skeleton Quite apart from coming off his Î started a new series on Discovery. | sed with a high gloss finish that | (Kennedy, MTV presenter). "I unable to appreciate his innate sense O MORE powerful, or con- j He has had plenty of affairs but is Î the banality of evil. It's Othello's | the play's myriad names. 
Coast (BBC2), | was reminded of | camel involuntarily, Allen was doing | Bush Tucker Man, as his name sug- | shakes off seriousness, imagine it being for looks because ûf place, time and memory, or the N tentious, piece of cinema | tired of bed and bored. He wants a | play, With Richard, the play's called | “Audiences get lost in Shake- 
the White Knight. who continually | ali his own filming. Dismount ... set | gests, has one distinctive feature. Perhaps Gyngell watchecl the | always turn the lights out” (hylls Imaginative processes summed up in has come out of Ireland re- | real relationship and, after an awk- | Richard. The character evolves İn a Î speare, especially the historical 
fell off his horse, now on one side, | timer... remount ,. . pose against Î He eats anything. first five minutes and left in a lather | Diller, comedienne). And e is framing and editing techniques, | cently than Terry George's Some Î ward courtship, it appears that that | more complicated way and is much | plays,” Pacino says. “They can't fig- 1 
now {he other, Alice kept waving her | purple sunset .. . dismount . .. col He is telling tales of derring-do | of distaste, This was a piece on Mile | laughed like an unblocked dra. „ The film comprises four stories | Mother's Son, a first feature written | 1s what he is going to get from her, | richer in all of the emotions. So | ure out what's going on and why 
handkerchief because he seemed to | lectcamera. it caır'l have been easy. Î Down Under. I particularly like the | High Adventures. For $395 you get | Which reminds me thet ef by a director (ohn Mal- | by George and Jim Sheridan which | They agree to marry. But no hanky- | there's a lot more to play there,” | thîs person is doing this to that per- 
need the encouragement. , We spent some tine inspecting | story of John McDougall Stuart | the flight, the bed, charıpagne and | don't seem to be any ol: kovich, unfortunately, who has ak | is the story, told through the eyes of | panky whatsoever, thank you, just Î About the overlap between himself | son. J thought, if I could just make a 
Allen was crossing 1,000 mites of | his large and intimate bruises. I got | who, half dead in the desert, | chocolatecovered strawberries, You | Hollywood. There are ; | "eady done too much of this sort of | two mothers, of prisoners involved in | jolly good companionship. and the opportunistic, power-mad | path through some of that stuff, it 
the Nanmıib clesert by camel. No man | the impression that he felt our synr- | encountered a band of aborigines. | make your own entertainment. | other professions. Bı babe, | i İng to be repeatedly convincing) | the 1981 Maze prison hunger strike. It works for a spell. But the poor | Richard, he İs ambivalent. “I think | would make it easier for thern to 
had lone this before, The camel pathy was perfunctory: “That one | They greeted lim with a masonic | “We've had people slıow up with Î health guru, scandal agent, relat is searching for a plot and char One of the.ınothers (Helen Mir- | girl gets frustrated so, after consult | everything is İn everybody. An actor Û experience the scene.” 
wasn't kewn on doing it now, hasn't even ripened yet. That bruise Î sign. They'd met explorers before. whipped cream," said the pilot. For | ship therapist, fairy godmother, ¥ acters for his film, ren) is no supporter .of her son's | ing her mother, she attempts the | is an emotional athlete.” A gumrchewing, _ nicotine-less 
, The catnel farm resounded fû | is going to be a real, real bruise. Oh (| This week he told us about a | the strawberries, I suppose. matchmaker, fiirtation teacher. Î 1 fo the first, set In Ferrara, a | politics but fs slowly driven into the | change from Plain Jane (o Cir Î As director, Pacino gracefully Û Honeyrose-smaking Pacino turned 
lian-like roaring. “Thal,” sald Allen, Û God, 1 can't cry on sustaining Î bloke called Smithy, who crashed But all these Hollywood pro | educator. A terrible place t0 4 i | Young man falls for a girl he meets | nationalist camp by her situation, | derella at the .ball. Will it work? | iIntercuts ecenes of himself with re- | up in a tux, raw allk shirt and stylish 
mercifully blocking the view with | these bruises!" his plane İn the Kimberley and was | grammes darken sharply at the end. | blocked lavatory. | in a hotel, but when she offers her- | and her friendship with Fionnula | Those who are not already asleep | hearsals, readings, and fultcostume | boots — all black — at a party on 
his bush hal, "is the casiration of Laurens van der Post said once | in real strife. Bush Tucker Man | ‘This is often so brutally outré that it Most of the show feels ike bein stagings of one of Shakespeare's | the yacht Midsummer at last May's 
the young camels. With û blunt | that a camel is a very fair animal: it | arrived in short shorts and dinged | fills you with concern, It is a8 | shot with popcorn, Inte Sure of yearning is more important | sympatliser. The ‘ problem is that Barbra | most intricate plays. “If I1 were to do it | Cannes ' Film Festival, where the 


Meanwhile they bath face the Î dressed down is more attractive | over agaln, I might have picked an | film appeared in the official Un Cer- 


to him than achieving his erotic 


sl {o him he refuses her. The plea- | Flanagan's character, a known IRA | are kept in agonising suspense ... 
penkuife.” The operution is sup- | would do its best for a fair request. | hat and showed how to live off the | though you heard the engine on the | sliced thinly into wisecracking 
ا‎ 


used 10 render camel more | He didn't «ay what a camel con- | land, He ate snails, shellfish 1 1i e even the ends. In the d a of whether or not to save | than Barbra dressed. to kill. And Î easier play,” he saya. "Wlıen you take | tain Regard 'sectlon. Tlie rêlaxed- 
tractable but later events suggest | siders fair. Allen tought that all hls Î kapok flowers, which did 3 0 e O had provided e e. himself os Di e riin 0 gince, once they are | however hard poor Mr Bridges ap- | Richard out of the context of the War | chic look was a far cry from Pacino's 
there isa flaw in {lls reasoning. camels wanted to (o was luaf | of cushlors but “sorta fahry”, The | an animated commentary on the ‘Those wlıo showed nati # lilm by telling him how she stabbed | unconsclous, the parents: have the Î piles himself to his part, we are in 4 | of tlie Roses, arid pull it out of the i homeboy air in Looking For Richard. 

His lel camel was Nelson | around the farm frightening (he Î berries of grewia retusiflla taste | action but when they heard about | were Stephanie Beacham (7 hef | | herfather to death, They make love. | right to request medical help. The | quandary. If we sympathise. witlt | Henry VI trilogy, wel, It's a play pe | Jack. Valent, president of the 
{"alcep town a gentleman"), possi | ostriches. like apfelstrudel. It is better not to | Dr Takowskys op their jaws | no flirting tips whatsoever: Û ۳ third story has a 'woman | cause, and the meri . therriselves, Î him, we want La Strelsand to leave | ple have difficulty understanding.” Motion Pictures Assoclatlon of 
bly named afler President Manclela. Off, eventually, they jolly well Î know their common name is dogs’ | dropped. “Oh .., my... gard" said | have ‘Don’t come witli 100 jir Whose husband has left her for an- | demand that they do not. - | him to conteraplate his own navel | If Shakespeare's original Is Intri- | Arnerica, sidled up and glndbanded 
The second (col-heartecl and cal- | went, wilh Allen complaining of | bollocks. ' : Î Jackie Collins,  ' mer), Rita Rudner (“Dating on ê lher refusing anı arrangement with | The film is powerful because of | rather thar hers. cate, so too Is the fllm Pacino has Î Pacino at Cannes, ر‎ 


made, It contains hundreds of shots “Im a firatime director,” Pacino 

{on 16mm'’arid super-16mın), and It | sald, with more than a touch of. 

[sre over a lot of ground. “Look-' | irony, He then described tie play 
g& for Richard came out ûf my j he'dadapted. 

head. Is not one ‘where we gat “Did you write it, too?" Valenti 

down and sald, Now, let's do this. Î eriqu ا‎ E 

I'I direct lt; TIl cast these people.’ It | ۰ Pacino chuckled, “f only wish,” 


the performances of the two princi But one mustn't be too cynical 8o’ 
Jung man follows a girl into j pals and its dramatic look at the | early ln the year: If you want 
hoping for a liaison, only to ieee attikers: themselves, with | romance with a capital R and a film 
find she's about to enter a canvënt. | John Lynch playing Bobby Sands, | with godd old-fashioned values 
stories are elliptical and sen- j the first martyr to the cause, and j (plus a very nice performance from 
lous — the amount of female flesh | Aidan Gillen and David O'Hara as | Bacal), The Mirror Has Two Faces 
I" display suggests that old age and | the two sons. n e 


culating”) was Jin. Jan kneed Allen, | pusefilled sores all over his bocly. Remote Location Cateri f is very o û married mah; . 
Allen complained. Jun kicked in the | Perhaps he is allergic to camels. credited. Clearly a baê 2 e i 1 اا ا‎ and Roge | + 0 
camera. It is a piece of film thal The BBC's output is divided nto | follows them to these godforspken | John”), syringed: it into ‘her vulva, | President Clinton's ` blacks 
shoul prove deservedly popular on f incomprehensible sections, I have, | spots, No dogs’ bollocks for the film | then squished it — hig phase ~—- | brother, öı lonely hearts 8 
I'l Be Alright On The Night. Tlie | for instance, never grasped ihe dif | crew. ` i | into the wall of the vagina. Voilê,;a | my gosh, Î can't find a detêl 1 ا‎ 
farnıhands, wlio had a well f ference between Entertaiment, Bruce Gyngell, boss of Yorkshire" ‘plumper vulvd and a tighter vagina. | some helpl I think I ول‎ 


developed sense of humour, tried to | Light Entertainment and Comedy. | Tyne Tees, has taken exception to | “The girls have told me that when | stranger!). ت‎ may be just your bag. : ' 


n rns 


| لذا س اول ٠‏ 


Bainbridge 
resurfaces 


ERYL BAINBRIDGE haa 
turned the tables onı Graham 
Swift, who beat her in the battle 
for the 1996 Booker prize, bY 
winning the Whitbread novel 
award for Every Man For 
Himself, a typically wry treat” 
ment of the sinking of the 
Titanic, writea Stephen Moss. 
“When I heard the news, I 
sang,” said Bainbridge, 
“Success does give you a lift." 
Her book will now he a con- 
tender for the overall Whitbreacl 
Book of the Year, Her rivals are 
the winners of the Whitbrcad 
first novel (John Lanchester for 
A Debt To Pleasure); biography 
(Diarmaid MacCulloch far 
Thomas Cranmer: A Life); and 
the ralher more predictable 
1 | award for poetry to Seamus 
Heuncy fof The Spirit Level. 


Bathing not drowning . .. Critica praised Bainbridge for her wry treatment of the sinldng of ihe Titanic 


Merciless Ireland 


In fiction — anl all autobiogra- 
phy is ficlion, allhough nol all 
ficlion is autobiogrıphy — a certain 
ecanuny wih ihe truth is buth 
necessary and arlmirable. In tis 
wurk, there is lille such ccunomy. I 
could have been even more harraw- 
ing had H beer more cnpress 
As il stands, U is implacable i 
erie detail, ulimamely slifling the 
very respunge i1 sls out Lo evuke. 

There was, sulle YUMrS AKU, il 
theatrical prurluctiin of The Diiiry 
Uf Anne rank iu a smi Dublin 
thealre. The muetress playing Hur cen- 
tral part was so bad thal when the 
Nazi soltliers came in Lo search the 
house, the audience shouled 1o 
them: "She's hiding up in the attic; 
go and get her." At times, Angela's 
Ashes evoked in me a similar 
response. Not another tirade about 
the Famine, the English, the North- 
ern accent, Protestants, sex, a brin” 
ming chıamber-pot, fies, rats, eyes 
oozing with yellow matter. 

There are two elements in this 
story that in part account for its 
great appeal. One is its cousinage 
with all of those stories, fictional 
and journalistic, that have emerged 
from the collapse of traditional reli- 
gious and political authority in Ire- 
land, Every form of abuse — sexual, 
economic, political — is now domi- 
nant in the narratives of the after- 


With the 1914-18 war {herr came | Saamus Deane 


Angela's Ashes 
by Frank McCourt 
HarperCollins 363pp £16.93 


HE second lasl chapter of 
1 this memnir finishes with the 

queslinn, “Ist [ihe USA] i 
great coumry allogether?" Fw last 
chapler consists of the answer, 
"Tis." U scarcely news saying that 
(he speakers are Irish. 

Frank MeCnurts memoir has 
been published io loud acclain, 
especially in the US. f recounts the 
slory of lis family, starting in New 
York and thence transferring tu 
Ireland, specifically to Limerick, 
during tle thirties and forties. It is a 
harrowing tale of extreme poverty, 
fecklessness, illness, dirt, near- 
starvation and death, One child dies 
in New York; the twins die in Limer- 
ick. Frank contracts typhoid fever; 
the father, Malachy, drinks and 
sings rebel songs, finally disappear- 
ing into alcoholisnr; the mother, the 
Angela of the title, leads & life 
of martyrdom, forever pregnant, 
depressed, hungry, reduced to beg- 
ging in her heroic attempts to keep 
her children alive. The Limerick 
they live in is a city of extreme 
Catholicism, dominated by a savage 
church, pubs crowded with heavy- 


‘There was an educalional filın by 


tour is [(olowed by lis refusil tu juin 
his chums ir a visit Lı a bruthel. His 
friend Hank is made of weaker stuff 
and actually kisses {fugh!) a woman. 
Naturally the result iş VD. whiclı 
means he is not Fil To Fight. The 
film caused howls of Catholic out- 
rage, since it mentioned things that 
were unmentlonable, but attempts 
to ban these educational films only 
boosted the size of audiences eager 
for sexual titillation. 

The Church's meddling was not 
always so counter-productive. It 
became ever nore powerful, inter- 
fering until quite recently not just 
with finished works but at script 
stage, with the film-makers collud- 
ing in selfcensorship to an extent 
which at this distance looks craven. 
The Catholics’ Production Code and 
the blacklists of the Legion of De- 
cency were genuine pests, and their 
attitudes were predominantly racist, 
anti-Semitic and fascist (Franco and 


Mussolini being especially admired). drinking, sexually repressed working- | math of an Ireland that has been 

Walsh's pages give numerous ex- | class men and homes ruled by j repudiated with a mixture of grief 
amples. In Billy Wilder's Kiss Me avariciously respectable and desolate | and venom. The other element is 
Stupid, the Legion of Decency’s Fa- | women. Jt is, in brief, De Valera's | American, and the current Ameri- 
ther Little objected not only to Kim | Ireland, seen fronı the margins. can vogue for stories of victimage — 


and of upbeat recovery from that 
condition. Frank McCourt’s nemoir 
combines these in such a potent 
manner that it could hardly avoid 
popularity. 

McCourt is certainly a fine 
writer, but I wonder about his sense 
of economy. He believes too much 
in the reliability ‘of memory, as if | 
thal were enough in itself. 

"Tisnl. 


The opinions expressed, witlı 
great regularity, about the English, 
Protestants, the North, Ireland's 
struggle, the Famine, the Catholic 
religion, are as ignorant and trite as 
one could wish. Malachy combines 
alcoholism, fecklessness and a gif 
for storytelling that Is, by now, an 
almost classical formation for a 
ımale of the Irish underclass. 

It is in the menıoir's strange com’ 
bination of the remembered will 
the slereolypical hal its appeal and 
its problems lie. Perhaps too much 
is remembered; or, more precisely, 
too nuch is tokl aver and over 
again. The filth and stench of unsan- 
itary conditions, the starveling diet, 
the high incidence of grotesqucs 
and eccentrics inhabiting thq lanes 
of Limerick, the endless prejudice of 
unedücaled and’ prolific opinions 
about the world In general and the 
Irish world, in: particular ultimately 
have an erading effect. 


Novak's cleavage but also to Zelda's 
comment about her wedding day: 
"Wlıo ever heard of a groonı playing 
the organ at his own wedding?” 
Billy Wilder claimed that he saw 
nothing improper in the line. Father 
Little insisted that it had a double 
meauing. He also objected to an ex- 
change between Orville and Polly 
about the piano leachers house. 
“You'll like i,” he says. “It's not very 
big, but it's clean.” “What is?” ahe 
replies. 

Lille was also against Dean Mar 
tin saying he wanted to go out lo the 
garden to see Zelcla's parsley. ‘The 
priest, without being able quite to 
put his finger on it, felt certain there 
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parsley, urd told Wilder he was will 
ing to accept the substitution of 
some otlıer vegelable. As Myles na 
Gopaleen might have sald, the 
whole thing would be comical if it 
wasn't tragic, and vice versa. 


a panic about venereal «liseases. 
Professor Walsh quoles warnings 
that “a (liseased womaı can do 
mure harm than any German fleet 
uf airplanes". 


the American Sodial Hygiene Assi 
cision called Ft To Fighl. The 
hero, Billy Hale, starts off by buat 
ing up a pwifist. This slurdy belav- 


f | was something suggeslive about 


Screen without sin 


Richard Boston 


ن ت 
Sin and Censorship: The Cathollc‏ 
Church and the Motion Picture‏ 
Industry‏ 

by Frank Walslı 

Yala Unrversıly Press 394pp C25 


HILE lodging National 
Service I found myself, at 
the age of 19, teaching 


English in Sicily. It was great fun, 
and a high point of {he week was 
going 1o Ihe cinema. For me, 
Giuseppe Tornatore’s Cinema Par- 
adiso not only brought back by the 
bucket-full remembrance of things 
past, but it also explained some ex- 
traordinary jumıp cuts. 

Near the beginning of that film, 
the village priest is the sole audi- 
ence in the cinema. At the hint of a 
sereen embrace he rings a bell and 
the projectionist Alfredo Philippe 
Noire) dutifully marks the reel and 
later cuts from il the priestoffend- 
ing frames. As one of the cinema's 
audience comments, “I've been see- 
ing films for 20 years, and I've never 
seen a kiss". 

At the end of the film, when the 
old projectionist has died, they find 
his huge collection of censored 
screen kisses — Rudolph Valentino, 
Cary Grant, Rosalind Russell, Greta 
Garbo, Ingrid Bergman and dozens 
of others in kiss after KisS, excised 
on the priest's orders and lovingly 


preserved. 

Appropriately, Frank Walsh's 
entertaining and informative book 
on sin, cinema, censorship and 
Catholics starts with Cinema Par- 
adiso, before showing in detail how 
extensive was the mutilation fms 
were subjected to long before they 
left America. What the priest did in 
a Sicilian village was the final stage 
of a long process. On both sides of 
the Allanlic tlıere was the same 
prurient and prudish interference 
by the Roman Catholic Church. 
There was also the same collusion 
by the film industry, and lhe Holly- 

- wood moguls put tıp not muclı morê 
resistance lo lhe Catholic Legion of 
Decency than the projeclionist Ak 
fredo did to the village priest. 

“The censors combined. vigilance 
with diligence. An eariy case ol 
Catholic outrage was caused by The 
Kiss (1896). “The spectacle of the 
prolonged pasturing on each other's 

. ips", magnified on screen “to Gar- 
gantuan proportions", Was deemed 

: "absolutely disgusling". 


Paperbacks 
Nicholas Lezard 


Italy: The Unfinished 
Revolutton, by Matt Frel 
(Mandarin, £7.98) 


E LIKE to think we know 

about Italians: comically cor- 
rupt, yet laithack. Frei, though, 
sho was tlie Beeb's man in "South- 
en Europe" for yeûrs, knows 
zhereof he speaks, and this run- 
rough of Italian society will shake 
up as many rectivecl ideas a8 con- 
frm them, He is particularly good 
a explaining corruption scandals. 
YIP now means tisti i prigione, Or 
“seen iı prison", Luciano Benetton 
{you know, the jumper magnate and 
tonstience of the world), presiding 
ower a business ruıt just about 
enlirely by his inımediale relations, 
ıells Frei: "Fhere is nothing incestu- 
ous abuul our company. We are a 
wypical Haliau (amily business,” 
!aler, Frei ciles the testimony of 
Told Riina, capo di tutti capi, CO 
vicled murderer uf women, judges 
and policemen, (lealer, on a mind- 
bogglingly massive scale, of drugs 
and guns: “But Your Honour. Look 
ا‎ amel Fm just a family man.” 


1 

! Wouldn’t It Be Nice, by Brian 
Willson with Todd Gold 

| (Bkomsbury, £8.99) 


0 MORE mendlacious or self- 
serving than other memoirs of 
her kind; less sv, perhaps, 
dthough one doesn't envy Tudd 
Gold's position as ghoslwriter, hav- 
ing lo speak for the marı who wrote 
| nod Vibrations, and then went 
| {Of course, he can't have 
Î been that bonkers if he has man- 
aged to tell his story. however muclı 
help he hacl; but then again, the 
| sory of him taking his first shower 
; lurtwo years is both conic and hair- 
' rising) Don't expect great prose, 
but this is a book that couldn't be 
dull if it tried. 


Journals 1954-1958, by Allen 
Ginsberg (Penguin, £12.50) 


ı MMEARLY 500 pages to cover four 
' FW years — a bit much, you might 
| hve thought. In fact, there is hardly 
a dull line in here, whether Gins- 
is agonising over his homo- 
sexuality, his love for Peter Orlovsky 
, not necessarily the same thing). 
| arriving in England and coming 
ı over all Wiliam Blake, or indulging 
in his great, spiralling rants against 
greedheads and politicians. “Trau- 
matizers! Perverts! Mayors who rub 
their cocks with money!" Brilliant. 


ea Kundera 


1 
1 NOVELLA, Kundera's first fic- 
tion for five years, and the flrst 
has written in French. It defies 
أ‎ paraphrase, or makes it hard, being 
| so selfenclosed — a story enfolding 
| aî least two other narratives span- 
ing two centuries. Like all Kun- 
i % fiction, il's about 8ex, 
۱ ileralure and the morlern condition. 
Yuu know the drill. 


The Weather Prophet, . 
by Lucretia Stewart 
Mintage, £6.99) : 


UCRETIA STEWART has writ 


er ten a sublime, delicate and nov |. 


ng account of her travels in the 

Caribbean. Any residual envy ' you 

Tight feel at this most demanding of 

evaporates when‏ چ 

pregnant during the course ol 

the book, I don't think even Paul 
could manage that. 


Capri, she asks the 
her off in one of ê tnd 
search for them: “It was an ا‎ 
request and he agreed.” No further 
mention of the mother, whose 
function, perhaps, has been fulfilled 
No farewell from daughler, o 
writer either. By this stage of le 
hypnotised 
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book Winterson seems 
by her own performance, ray 
active with selfbelief, as Quen, 
Crisp described Joan Crawford, 
Gut Symmetries is composed lr. 
most of its length by the iy ` 
women's monologues, briefly mp; ' 
plemented towards the end 4 
Jove's, In theory Alice and Stellaze | . 
women of different generations, and | ` 
nationalities, but in practice it | 
hard to tell their voices apart. : 
As with the_ complementary j i 
monologues of The Passion ti | 
surprise is not that there İs coger. 
gence, but that there was ever sıp 
posed to be contrast. Jove, when he 
pipes up near the endl of the hok | 
repeats incantatory phrases fon 
the other monologues, such as “stir 
dust that you are”. The opposiien 
between the poet and the Lwo phy 
cists, never great, tlwindles lo nol 
ing when it iurns out tlıal Stel: 
Kabbalist father, in Austria befor 
the war, lad currespunded with st 
entists working on quantum theory. 
All novelists traffic in the unc 
tainty principle, but some are nw 
uncertain than others. When al br 1 
exact niid-point of the book Sik: 
and Alice meet as antagonisls 
abrupiness with wlich they dr? 
first rapport and then eretic june 
makes [ris Murdoclı seem like I’ 
gvilliest of realists, Bul then Mur 
doch in her writing :ibout endin 
a realistic unrralisl, heiglening i 
as to reveal essences, wires FE 
terson is an unrealistic uae 
seeking to create wisclom liters” 
transformational prose wilh 
beyond the secular. 


If you would lika to order a cefê 
Gut Symmetries al ths special 
discount price of £11.99 contsii 
Books@The Guardian Weskly 


stop and stumble, unable to pass 
smoothly as other people do.” 

“Guts” in scientific discourse are 
Grand Unified Theories, and it may 
be that the characters in the triangle 
are supposed to represent the three 
forces that must be reconciled in 
such a model, “weak force, strong 
force, electromagnetic force”. It's 
certainly true that Jove, Stella and 
Alice are at least as much like prin- 
ciples of physlcs as they are like 
vivid characters, but that isn’t ex- 
actly a compliment. 

Another vogue of the eighties, 
magic realism, leaves its mark on 
the plot and point of view. Each of 
the female characters describes the 
bizarre circumstances of her birth 
— Stella's on a sled drawn by 
huskies during a freeze in New 
York, Alice's on a tug in the Mersey 
— without feeling the need to 
explain how they come to know s0 
much about their beginnings. Alice 
knows what her father said at the 
ınoment of begetting her, and what 
he was thinking when he had the 
stroke that paralysed him for ever. 


IRACLES in real life are ele- 
vating, but in novels they 
tend to lower the spirits. 
When Stella's mother, pregnant with 
her, has a craving to eat diamonds, 
when she snatches and swallows 
large numbers of them from her hus- 
band's associates, when one is mysti- 
cally absorbed by the foetus, so that 
Stella is born with a diamond embed- 
ded in her spine. and is followerl all 
her life by a man sworn to retı'ieve il 
after her dealh — with earch raınifica- 
tion of marvellousness the reider is 
likely to [eel a little more resistant, 
Gut Synunetries promises a 
drama and a resolution, but by the 
end of the book the storytelling ele- 
ment has all but evaporated and it 
would be indulgent to tlescribe the 
plotting as ramshackle. After her 
father's cleath, Alice takes his place as 
her mother's companion on 1 QE2 
cruise that was part of his retire- 
ment package. Learning that Jove 
and Stella lıave disappeared off 


Jeanette Winterson: radioactive with self-belief 


tured glaınorous or philosophically 
suggestive ideas [rom science in di- 
luted form, and it's hard to see that 
Winterson is doing anything differ- 
ent. The borrowed physics in most 
passages conveys more prestige 
than meaning: "My life seems to be 
ntade up of dark matter that pushes 
out of easy consciousness so that I 


native name: Jove was christened 
Giovanni, Stella in her Jewish aspect 
îs Sarah and the name on Alice's 
birth certificate is Alluvia. Jove is a 
physicist, Stella is a poet aml Alice is 
sometlıing in between, an acarlemic 
wito lectures on “Paracelsus and the 
new physics" among olher topics. 
Novels in lhe eighties regularly fea- 


28 BOOKS 
Leap from 
oranges 

to a lemon 


Adam Mars-Jones 


Gut Symmetries 
by Jeanatte Winterson 
Granta 219pp £15.99 


HIS new novel Irom a come’ 
mendably retiring writer — itl 
is known that she doesn't 
renel reviews of her work — repeats 
a number of themmcs from previous 
books, ‘Tuc tleatlliness of habit ancl 
the everyday, from Art And Lies. 
Sexual 1riangles, with a husband 
buth all-powerful and loomed Irom 
the starl, aa in Written Oıı The Body. 
A cily viewel as phanlasmagorical, 
1his mı New York rather than the 
Venicr uf Tle Passion. The service- 
ability of a religious upbringing, 
relained in nıalurily as û set of synt- 
bols and ideas, but given a Jewish 
twist rallıer different fron the Chris- 
tian funclamentalism oj Oranges Are 
Nat Tlie Only Fruit. 

Readlerly problems are recapilu- 
laled as weil as writerly fhemes. Gut 
Synmuetries has ils share ûf Winler- 
son's maııner since Oranges, her 
tendency towards rhapsoflic ser- 
nnns or sermonising rliapsoclies. 
What is churavteristic of her wurk is 
not s0 mutch a slyle as a nıamner, 
a reflex reucliing for infîinitles 
whether the subject is the pain of 
sexual betrayal (“I understand that 
pain leapfrogs over language and 
lands in dunıb growls beyond time”) 
or {he beauty of autumn in Vermont 
(The scepliral world knee-deep in 
yods of falling fire"). 

The characters in the novel's tri- 
angle are Jove and hîs wife Stella, 
and Alice, lover first ofone and then 
also of the other. Each has an alter 


cestral village on ihe Jaffna pell 
sula. “When memory dies, a 
dies," aged Para lells him. “But hu! 
if we make ııp false memonts | 
Vijay asks. “Tlıat is worse," he oll 
man replies. “That is 0 
evenls in Sri Lanka have | 
Quietly, wilhout resorting | 
daclicism, the book conveys a 
of how much has been lost in 
dismal process, Ceylon on ihe €’ 
independence was a society İM 
it was reasonable to expect iS 
might soon be wiped out, where 
cation and tolerance were donim 
values. It has never faced lhe pork 
tion crisis of the neighbouring ® 


continental states, and its soil bimê 
with abundance. Sivanandan irse : 
exemplifies an older gene 


whose cornmitment to social ju 
went hand in hand with a hum إ‎ 
openness of mind. The 


1 
of this legacy is a crime thatcanno 


be forgiven. 
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he has termed “skin politics", the 
reductionist approach common to 
some black writers that blames 
everything wrong on imperialism, 
or white people in general; tlıat enm- 
phasises separateness and ethnic 
difference; that is, in short, the 
mirror iınage of old South Africarı 
apartheid. The second flows from 
the first; a passionate belief in (ree 
will: in the ability of people and com- 
munities to change their destinies, 
irrespective of economic forces arid 
historical legacies; to better their lot 
— or to ruin it. 

In Sri Lanka, the flagrant irre- 
sponsibility of the political leader- 
ship over many decades has had the 
latter consequence. The first and 
most important memory this novel 
attempts to restore is that Sinhalese 
and Tamil were once, well within 
the present century, "one people", 
‘The British Empire, which tended 
to employ Tamils to run the lives of 
the Sinhalese majority, created the 
potential for ethnic conflict; as in 
India, it consciously adopted a doc- 
trine of. “divide and rule". :But.. 
instead of.minimising. this potential, ı 
Ceylon's politicians consciously‘ex-.. 
ploited it, seeking power through: 
constantly, outbidding each other in 
an auction ofracial hatred... :: .: « , .. 
: The ‘novel - vividly ıconveys the 
effect of this manipulative process 
upon ordinaty .people, as Vijay's 
wife, : Manel,. a teacher,.. begins -to. 
teach .and finally. to believe text- - 
books .that depict ‘Tamils, as. sub- 
human::Ih: despair, Vijay. travels to - 
Sandilipay, his adoptive father's. an--: 


Private agonies in the Indian ocean 


So: no shamans, certainly no mir- 
acles, rto experiments with narrative 
form, Instead, here are older 
virtues, Time and place are exquis- 
itely evoked, as the narrative moves 
from the arid flatlands of the Jaffna 
peninsula, through the lushness of 
colonial Colombo, to the lurking 
terror of hill country pogroms, 

The book is divided into three 
parts, each dorninated by a single 
character: Sahadavan, the idealist, 
educated son of a poor Tamil farmer 
who strives to do the right thing 
during the anttcolonial struggles of 
the twenties; his son,. Rajan, who 
learns to his tragic cost the impossi- 
bility of standing against the tide of 
post-independence cormınunalism; 
and Rajan's adopted son Vijay, a soul 
lost atnid the etlınic polarisation of. 
the eiglıties — Sinhalese by blood, 
Tamil by affections and destiny, 
Through their lives and those of 
their extended family, a gripping, 
terrible portrait of an enlire society 
emerges. : E 

. Yet it is no, crude polemic, As 
director of the Instilute of Race Re- 
lations in London and .the editor of 
its journal,. Race, And Class, for 
nearly 30 years, .Ambalvaner. 
Sivanandan .has time and . again 
demonstrated a prescience, original 
ity and suhtlety that have long been 
Bll too rare on the intelleatuai left. 
Two of the recurrent themes.of his : 
political writing.find ,an.echo in the 
novel. The first is a.hatred for what: 


World. Lacking their Tolstoy, their 
Zola, even their Thomas Keneally, 
their horror hecomes remote, as 
analysis and human sympathy are 
replaced by the superficial 
voyeurism of the video clip or the 
newspaper “colour writer". 

‘The unspoken decrees of Western 
literary fashion exacerbate this phe- 
nomenon. To be sure, there is an 
acknowledged market for realist 
fiction about the Third World — so 
long as it is magic realism, that 
bizarre label that has become a 
contradiction in terms. Its fine to 
describe coups, revolutions, state 
oppression and vast human suffer- 
ing, but the auıthor must remember 
to keep the location vague, lhe vil- 
lains archetypal: io reserve an in 
porlant role for the local shaınan or 
witehloctor, and to resolve the plot 
by a wellimed miracle. 

All of Ilhese are reasons. why 
When Memory Dies is such an im- 
portant book. ln an age tiıat prefers 
allusion to subslance andl meaning, 
il confronts lhe’ nushy shibboleths 
of literary poslnodernisın’ and 
sweeps Ilhen aside, H is an 
unashanıedly realist novel in tire old 
sense of the word: in telling the 
slory of three generations of a Sri 
Lankan family, it also tells the story 
of the island and its people in tlıe 


Î twentieth century, It thus niakes 


thenı real, as the dramas of Ceylon's 


bloody pageant impose themselves . 


pon the characters’ lives. ı م‎ 


David Rose 


When Memory Dies 
by A Sivanandan 
Arcadia 411pp £9.99 


RI LANKA doesn't get into the 

news much these days. West- 
ern newspaper readers will be 
hazily aware that the Tarnil Tigers 
are still fighting the Colombo gov- 
ernment for an independent honıe- 
land. But since the lale Eighties, 
when ulira-nationalist Sinhalese in- 
surrection in the south and the 
Tamil campaign in the north 
brougrht the state close to collapse, 
the global media caravaıı has nıoved 
an. The myriad agonies of ihe pearl 
of the Intlian Ocean are private once 
again. 

Sri Lanka has had, until now, vir- 
tuillly no semblanec of a lileraturc 
thruugh which its historic {ragedy 
nihil resugile and [ind articula- 
fert, But it is fir from unique in tis: 
the surme applies to mos of the com: 
plex, biter conflicts of the Third 
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Football Premiership: Aston Villa 2 Newcastle United 2 


Keegan leaves no 
case for defence 


was at St James’ Park in September, 
when his hattrick had enabled 
Aston Villa to run Keegan's side 
miglıly close at 4-3 after the visitors 
had fıadl Draper sent off, the care- 
takership of Terry McDermolt 
would surely have begun with a 
defeat. 

Two moments epitomised the 
contracliclions of Keegaı's New- 
castle — the beautifully weightecl 
pass from Beardsley that found 
Shearer shaking off Staunton to 
score {lie opening goal just past lhe 
quarter-hour, and the calaslrophic 
ball (hat Peacock clecidecl to play 
across his own half shortly after 
Villa hacl drawn level at 2-2, 

As Hislop tore beyond his penally 
arca aud collidecl with Albert, Yorke 
lobbed the ball towards, but wide of, 
the empty net. Five minutes later, 
Albert having brought down Milo- 
sevic, Yorke wnsled tlie penally by 
placing lis kick too close to the 
goalkeeper, Hislop making a beiter 
save to deny the Villa striker a goal 
from the rebounurl. 


Anolher 1wo minutes antl 
Stiunlon hal sent Yorke Ihrougl a 
sqlıare clelencce. lit again the 
chance was missed, whereupon 
Yorke deparled with a thigh sirain, 
along wilh Aslon Villa's principal 
hope of victory. 

The nature of Newcastle's secund 
goal — a sharp piece of oppor- 
tunism by Clark, who founcl tle net 
froın 30 yards after Bosnich, losing 
his fooling, hal senl a clearance 
straight to him — left Villa subdued 
for a while, but hope was restored 
seven minutes before halfline 
when Yorke turned in a low, 
deflected centre from Wright. 

Seven minutes into the second 
half, Yorke's backheel seni in 
Siaunlun fur a slot thal Hislop 
could only push into the path of 
Milosevic, who brouglul (he scores 
level. Villa will be disappointecl al 
faillng to force a viclory lhal af 
peared Lo be theirs for the laking, 
Newcasllec more {han û little re- 
lievetl that a dislurbing week tli nol 
end in defeat. 

Whoever lakes over at S1 James’ 
Park lhe problems al the back, 
whiclı in the end proved 1oo ınuch 
for Keegan, will have to he solved. 
‘Tlie lulelage of coach Mark [awren- 
sol is still available but Newcastle's 
defence remains overburclened witlı 
nuls and short on bolts. 


David Lacey 


HE resignation of Kevin Kee- 

gan as manager of Newcastle 

United last week sparked a 
plethora of explanations; some plau- 
sible, olhers nol so, as to why he 
had left St James’ Park. They 
ranged from a falling-out with club 
chairınan, Sir John Hall, to ill health, 
aml disaffection among the players. 

Yel Newcastle's performance at 
Villa Park las! Siulurday suggestecl 
ılıal Keegan's only statement on (he 
miter, thal he felt he hacl laken the 
ıeım as far as he coulcl, was still the 
musl logical explanation. Unless, 
ılıal is, lie feared the team woukl 
vıull take lint round Lhe bed. 

Four all ihe hype that surrounded 
ihe game, a profusion of lelevision 
vameras, microphones and note- 
hooks, and even more emotional 
Tuon support than usual, it turned 
mul to be a thoroughly normal 
Newcastle day. A two-goal lead was 
spuandered, an¢l, if Dwight Yorke's 

fmishing had been as incisive as it 


Just champion . .. Damon Hill shows off the TWR Arrows-Yamnha 
A18 in which he will defend his F1 world Ule, nt the [International 
Racing Car Show in Birmingham PHDTOGUPH MIRE COGPER 


Sunderland 1 Arsenal O 


! Bergkamp red card catches the mood 


Michael Walker 


' |OHKN HARTSON, il had to be. 
| On the far side of the pitch the 
llow-shirted Arsenal player felling 
ar opponent just hacl to be Hartson 
hough in the encroaching gloom 
tl Roker Park it was difficult to tell 
enartly who the perpetrator was, 
ln fact, the man disappearing 
lum the tunnel after the incident 
xhich left stud ınarks in Paul 
Bracewell's knee was nol Hartson, 
bul Dennis Bergkanıp. Yes, the an- 
` gelic Bergkanıp. He stood aghast as 
Michael Riley produced a red card 
r the first time in the Dutch 
. striker's career. But it was a fair 
: drision, even though Bergkamp 
| expressecl surprise. 
1 A least thal is what Arsène 
| Wenger claimed, “Not a man of 
| many fouls" was the Arsenal man- 
| agers reasonably accurate descrip- 
lion of Bergkamp, although at 


Football results 


FA CARLING PAEMIEHASHIP A: 1 rı VI 
Hawcasle Û: Blak tu an ‘1. 1.e 11, Lens 4, 
Leeslar D, Lvetpzal O, West Han, 
Mdalasurğuyh û, Scauthiampion 1, Fitlrgham 
Forgst 2, Chelsea Û. Sheffiell wer1 3, Evatt 1, 
Sunclarlannd 1, brsengl û Toitertat 1, han U. 
û; Wımbiedca 1, Dery County 1. Leading 

oaltlone: 1, Lverpo2l iplûy®1 23-pıns 43). 

„ Marı Utd (22-411; 3, Arsenal (22-40). 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE First Divislon 
Bradiord 2, Oxford 0; 3rimsby 1, Port Vale 1, 
E a 
ا‎ . : Dlvlalon Dunfermane 1, Dundee Utd 3; Hearts 
Portsmouth 0, Baton 3: OPA 3, Bamsley 1: 1. Cele 2: Kiimıamock Û, Ralth 1: Motherwell 2, 
Feadıng 2, Lharllon 2: Saouihend P. HorwachP;: | Fibarrlan 1: Rangers 4, Aberdeen O. Lending 
Wolves 2, Wes! Brom O. Leading posltionsı poaltlonar 1, Rangers (ZA-56}: 2. Celte (21 
1, Boon 2 ik 2. Bameley COAT 2, 45: 3, Dundee id (23-38. 


Shatfekd Utd (26-46. 

Firat Dlvlalon Ctydebank P, St Mrran P; 
Dundee 2, Air dria 1: Morlan 2, Easl File O. 
Swing Alon 0, Falkirk O. Leading poaltlons: 
1, St Johnston (20-443; 2, Dundee (22-37); 3, 
Airdrla 22-40). 


Second Divislon Berwick O, Dumbarton 3; 
Brechin P, Hamıllcn P; Sterhousemis 1. . 
Liingslon 3. Leading posttlonsı 1, Livngstcn 
(20-44); 2, Ayr (18-36): 3, Hamilton (17-34). 


Third Dlvîslon Albion P, Alloa P; Forfar 2, 
Queens Park 2. Leadlng positions: 1, 
Invemass (18-35; 2. Aas County (18-30) 3. 
Monırase (20-30). 


Carte glu O Heyi uri 
APSA 1, Ltrldı Oi i ıl 
P, PrchrJ mF, Sr arb vq FP 
Leading posltloı Fan ISE 2, 
Case Daj 5 Latte Ul 28.471 


TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP Second 
round Easl String 4. Brcea Ranga; 3, Ro3s 
County P, Montrose P, Siranras P, Invermass P; 
Spartans O, Arbroalh O: Whital 2, Queen ol 

the South 3. 


BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Premier 


LAL 


urta 


of ihe afleruvon on Orel. Although il O, ans i 


happenerl under Mr Riley's nuse, he 
waved play ont, 

As Arsenal lıave hacl [ive players 
senl off in 10 games, yu wuuld 
have thought the Londoners had 
learned sonıething of selfrestraint 
by now, particularly since such in- 
discretions are costing them dear. 

Had Ian Wright being playing, it 
is not difficult to imagine an Arsenal 
victory that would have taken then 
to lhe top of the Premiership. After 
all, Şunderland, with only 22 goals 
in 22 league games, are hardly pro- 
lific, Kk would slill have been 21 but 
for Tony Adanıs's comical owıı-goal 
in the 66th minute, the only occa- 
sion when Seaman was significantly 
involved. 

If Sunderland's lack of firepower 
bothered Reid, he was not telling. 
“It wasn't the greatest football 
match for the purist," he said. “But 
it's a smashing result for us." 


present il is nol a plırase that could 
describe his teanı as a whole. Last 
Salurday Arsenal were a side of 
many fouls, and even Bergkamp 
caught the moocl. Most were unnec- 
essary, too. Particularly at the back, 
Arsenal's defenders were like night- 
club bouncers alongside Sunder- 
land's teenage ravers, Bridges and 
Mullin. 

Yet from the fifth minute, when 
Platt clattered into the eminently 
breakable matchstick legs of 
Bridges, it seemed Arsenal were set 
on getting physical. Platt was quite 
properly booked and, in chronologi- 
cal orcler, so were Hartson, Keown. 
Adams and Winterburn, 

Sunderland's Gray and Kelly 
joined them in Mr Riley's notebook, 
and it should have been worse. Less 
than 10 minutes after Bergkamp 
skulked away, Hartson, already 
booked far kicking another lump off 
Bridges, committed the worst foul 


Second Division Blacrpodl P, Lulon P: 
Boumemouih 1, Rotharharn 1; Bristol Only 2, 
Bumley 1; Bury P. Walsall P; Chasterfie'd 1. 
Bfislol Rivers Û, Gıllı P, Stockpcrl P, 
Mûwall 3, Preston û, uth 1, Crewe Û; 
Watford P, Shrevsbury P; Wrar ham 3, Notts 
County 3. 2, Peterborough O aban 
doned: York 2, Brentford 4. Leading posl- 
tlonar 1, Brentford (286-50; 2, Luton (24-461; 3. 
Milvrell (38-441). 


Third Dlvislon Barnet P, Srunlhorpe P; 
Bg P, Northimpton P; Canbrldga P, Exster 
P; Cardıilt 1, Linco!n 3; Canıs'e P, Torquay P; 
Cheater O, Hartiepool O, Doncaslar O, 


UPER BOWL XXXI will be 

contested by the New England 
Patriots and the Green Bay Packers. 
Îı the American Football Confer- 
ence play-off, the Patriots secured a 
ticket to New Orleans on January 26 
after defeating Jacksonville Jaguars 
20-6. In the National Football Con- 
ference, Green Bay Packers saw off 
the challenge by Carolina Pantlıers 
30-13, lo ensure a Super Bowl 
appearance for the first me in 30 
yeurs. 


ton or Stockport County, while 
Wimbledon will take on either 
Ipswich Town or Leicester City for a 
place in the Wembley showpiece. 


Sports Dlary Mike Kiely 


Green light for Ashton | 


NGLAND'S preparations for 

the Five Nations Cham 
pionship, which begins this 
jrekend, received a setback when 
ıner Bath coach Brian Ashton 
shunned le advances of Jack Row- 
ell tul instead plumpecl for the post 
of lrelanl coach for the duration of 
he championship. ‘The Irish Rugby 
tntball nion moved quickly fol- 
| int Ihe resignation of Murray 
0 bl, only 24 hours aller 49-year-old 
Slhloıt had lefl the Courige League 
sile. He «aid: “] have always been a 
Purialiî’ Lancasirian and English- 
i so it will be odd to coach a 
ıı wilh the aim of beating Eng- 
ikl. But for ihe period of the. Five 
Natinns 1 wîl be as green as any 
اا‎ Ashton's first interna- 
ل‎ side takes the field against 
ae al Lansdowne Road this 


YCLING'S Continental élite 

have been battling it out for lle 
signalureê of 19yearold Briton 
David Millar (lef). As well as 
Migucl Indurains okl team, 
Baneslo, GAN and Casino were in- 
teresled in acquiring his services, 
bul it was the Coufidis team thnl 
finally won the clay. 


weekend, while Scotland face Wales 
at Murrayfield. England's first Five 
Nations tie comes a week later with 
Scotland's visit lo Twickenlıam. 


HE Football Association gave 
the clearest indication yet that 
the short term goals of the Preınier- 
slip are not compatible witlı (he 
game's long term health when lt ap- 
pointed Howard Wilkinson as ils 
[irst technical director. Wilkinson, 
wiıo exited his post at Leeds United 
four months ago, was handed a four- 
year contract to, in the words of the 
FA chairman Keith Wiseman, 
“direct tle production of a structure 
in England that will raise playing 
standards in our young players to 
world-class level." ' 

A major contributing factor in 


ُ 
Millar .. . rising star 


OOTBALL responded to con- 

cern over the onward march of 
ınerchanclising when the new Eng- 
lanl sirip wus unveiled. Fur the first 
time, kits will incorporate a sell-by 
date so that cunsumers Know when 
they will be phased out. The move 
follows prulesls by consumer 
groups and parents that they were 
paying high prices for ilems that 
quickly became oulmocledl, 


Wilkinson being put to the sword al 
Leeds was his team's awful perfor- 
mance in the defeat by Aston Villa 
in last season's Coca-Cola Cup final. 
Thıis year's seniHfinal Hnw-up began 
fo take slıape afler Wimbledon 
dlefeated Bolton Wanderers 20 at 
Burndlen Park, and Middlesbrough 
beat Liverpoul at the Riverside 
Stadium, 2-1. 2 
The ‘Teesside club will face a 
semi-final against either Suuthamp- 


N NASHVILLE, Brilain's Henry 
Akinwande saw off the challenge 
of his fellow countryman Scolt 
Welch to retain lis WBO Heavy- 
weight tille. After the fight, Akin- 
wandle was less than generous in lıis 
description of his opponent: "Welch 
said he was fighting for England but 
. I think he was a disgrace lo the 
country. You coull see he didn’t 
want lo fight." 


Shly Sharma ls on holliday 


10 d4 and prepares a knight i 
sion at d4 or f4. knight ina 

10 Nec3 Nf8 11 Nel? Passire 
mode rarely works, White shoul 
try 11 Nd5 Ne6 12 g3. 

NeG 12 g3 Nd4 13 Qd3 
14 Ng2 0-0 15 f3 Qh3! The oe; 
ture to a king'sside attack, taki 
advantage of White's niispliced 
pieces at b2 and g2. | 

16 R2 hŠ 17 Rafl KH 1§: 
Ne3 h4 19 Rg2 Nh? 20 4 524 
Ncd5 Rce8 22 fxe5 dxeš %4 
Bxd4 xd4 24 Nd1 Ng5 25 K2! 
fxe4 26 Nxe4 Rxfl+ 27 kal | 
QI5+ 28 NE2 White has survreg) ` 
the immediate threats, but iS ms 
squashed by Black's bunch of Nar 
zûvitehian “lust lo expand” advan 
ing pawns and their supporint | 
pieces, 

e4 29 Qe2 h3 30 Rg1 e331 | 
Nf4 Kh7 32 dxeš Rxe3 33 Ql 
Nf3! 34 Qxh3+ Qxh3 35 N2xh 
d3 36 Kf2 Bd4! Even better tha; 
Nxgl1. 37 Rf1 Rel+ 38 Resigu; 
Impressive play by the TV ches 
commentator, 


No 2455 


nuns moNuN®m 


fg 


ab o d » 


White to move and win. Al 
king draws against king, bis: 
and the a or h pawn if the biî 
does not control, andl the deen 
can reach, the pawn's queedbs 
square. So how clo your stop ihe 
sprinting back to h&, eating you 
pawn en route? 


No 2454: 1 Qe5. Ii Kg7 2 QS RÊ 


(KIB 3 QI) 3 Qg5. If Kg 2 QBKT' 
3 Bb1. | 
1 
1 
North | 
487 أ‎ 
VAKI10ê 
4 1053 
974 
West 
4# AK109 م‎ 
¥Q5 
AR) 4 Q96 
#4033 4# KIS 
South : 
4 654 ا‎ 
¥9872 | 
4872 ( 
4*5 


in their favour. "After all,” e 
you, “I have 0 e 3 
be fooled on! 
What they forget is that oppo 
are under no obligation to 0 kr 
whereas there is no surer 1 
disaster than to have a parler 
does not trust you. 8 
The vast majority of paycik 
make no difference at all lo the ed 
come of a deal, while many Ore 
in a bad result for the agp 
psychic bid is a lastchance el 
heê 


to be employed only when yo 


have your back to the wall, Bn ry 


la no greater 


r: 


. : و‎ o 
game, than that which.comeS "` a 
' bold and barefaced swindle 


Chess Leonard Barden 


INE grandmasters and a host of 

masters played in the UK 
League's recent West Bromwiclı 
weekend, where Northumbria, 
which has been the surprise packet 
out of the 18 teams so far, drew with 
the holders, Slough. 

Due to the seeded pairings, 
Slough will avoid meeting the other 
favourites for the title — the Mid- 
lands and Kent — until the closing 
rounds, so there should be soıne 
stiff competilion for UK places in 
yet another altempt at the European 
Club Cup, in whiclı Britain has such 
a disastrous record. 

In contrast to the league's grow- 
ing popularity, a telling statistic 
from the older tradition of counly 
chess is that Middlesex, which has 
capturecl the county title a record 
28 times, has withdrawn all of its 
three squads Irom Ihe current 
competition because of a shortage 
of players. 

This is not an entirely surprising 
decision. County and club teams are 
increasingly bearing the brunt of 
the recent trend for average players 
to prefer spending a comfortable 
evening at home with the latest 
chess paperback or challenging the 
computer, rather than venturing out 
to a cold and draughty venue to pit 
their wits against real human 
opponents, 


IM Simon Ansell 
v GM Daniel King 


1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 Bb5+ De- 
signed to prise the GM from his 
widely praised book on the Najdorf 
variation (3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 
Nc3 a6), but bad psychology. King 
was analysing 3 Bb5+ with Nigel 
Short when they were pre- 
teenagers. 

Bd7 Nc6 ls out of fashion, but 
Kasparov chose Nd7 in the 
Olympiad. 4 Bxd7+ Nxd7 Š5 0-0 
NgI6 6 Qe2 RC8!? 7 b3?! Black 
feinted at 7 c3 c4 8 Na3 Nb6 8 b3 
Qe? 9 eb with complex play. White 
allows himself to be impressed, and 
his b2 bishop bites against a granite 
wall of black pawns. 

g6 8 Bb2 Bg7 9 c4 e5! Stops 


haven't had a card all night? Your 
opponents are vulnerable, though. 
Partner passes, your right-hand 
opponent passes and the slurping 
sound that you can hear ig your left 
hand opponent licking his lips. No 
wonder — lıe's got a bigger hand 
than’ King Kong's, and if you don't 
do something desperate, then he 
and his partner are going to bid at 
least a game, and probably a slam. 
You could open three hearts, hoping 
to deprive them of bidding space, 
but probably they'l brush that aside 
easily enough. What else is there? 
When this hand occurred, South 
confidently opened 1#! This was 


haw the bldding proceeded: 

South West North East 
Pass Pass 

D'ble Pass INT‏ ھ1 

Pass 3NT Pass Paas 

Pass 


‘The full hand is shown at the top 
of the next column. South led his 
fourth-highest heart, and the de- 
fenders cashed the firat six tricke to 
defeat 3NT by two when. East-West 
could make an easy six spades 
` Not all psychic bids meet with 
such success. Those who are fond of 
the ploy wil argue that the odds are 


come. Which direction the wren 
flew, which compass position it 
called from and the place from 
which it called, contained important 
messages for those who knew how 
to read them, It is said that druids 
kept wrens in cages, or caves to aid 
in their divinations. To ordinary 
people, wren sounds and sightings 
foretold visitors and whether their 
Intentions were good or Ill. Wrens 
brought tidings of treachery, even 
death, 

If's easy to dismiss these supersti- 
tions: because it has become hard 
for. us to imagine a world where 
everything in nature has a bearing 
on everyday life. But there is some- 
thing wonderfully strange in this 
gathering of wrens on aA dark 
wooded hilltop. Their voices seem 
like hammers striking the long deep 
winter night, beating a story, a 
pattern of omens into the clear 
frozen metal of the emerging year. 
Who knows what this year will 
bring? Perhaps the wrens do, 


Bridge Zia Mahmood 


1 OFTEN asked if psychic bicis 
are legal, and whether I approve of 
them. So often, in fact, that I an 
swered the question in my latest 
book, Ask Zia, But for those whose 
families were inconsiderate enough 
not to buy them the book for Christ- 
mas, here's my answer. A “psychic” 
bid, or “psyche”, is the closest you 
can get in bridge to the out-and-out 
bluff in poker. When you make a 
psychic bid, you are seriously mis- 
representing your hand to the whole 
table in the hope that your oppo- 
nents will be fooled and your partner 
won't be — or, if he is, that it will not 
maiter, Don't confuse the psyche 
with a bid Ihara just a little shart on 
values — İf you open 1# with this: 


4۸10963 VK754 4032 #4: [ 


{hen you are opening light for sure, 
but you're nat psyching, If you open 
1¢ with this, though: 


4654 ¥J98732 ¢872 «4 


then that is a psyche! 

Why would anyone do a crazy 
thing like thatê Well, suppose you 
held the hand above in a rubber 
bridge game. You're not vulnerable 
— how could you be when you 


through the ages. Is been a long 
time since the wren appeared on the 
back of farthing coins but they are 
still popular images of decoration in 
pictures, house nameplates and 
clıina ornaments. 

In Celtlc poetry, wrens are often 
referred to as “combative" or 
“valiant”, tiny yet fierce guardians of 
their territory, Perhaps because of 
this there is also a connection in 
Celtic literature between the robin 
and the wren, and this relationship 
survived the turn of the century in 
these parts through the rhyme: 
"Cock Robin and Jenny Wren, God 
Almighty’s cock and hen". 

As the female counterpart to cock 
robin, a nıythical figure that harks 
back to fertility spirits, anyone who 
harms the wren is cursed. The 
significance of wrens is ancient: 
despîte their modern cuteness, they 
are ominous, sacred birds, In Celtic 
mythology, wrens were part of a 
coniplicated ornithomancy, they 
were prognostic, telling of things to 


Quick crossword no. 349 


[El 1 [alHITIslo]M[EIREIEIL) 


B8 Certainly (7,5) 
13 Sumptuous (8) 
16 Unyielding (7) 
17 Thoroughiare 
somewhera in 
Somerset (6) 


30 LEISURE 


tidings 


Paul Evans 


REAL winter barrelled 
A down the northeast wind 

frum ihe Baltic, sweeping 
across Europe, rulling through the 
Shropslire countryside and an- 
warl, ils wake [(reezing into a white 
stillness, Snow in the woocls brings 
a strange quiet to the new ycar. 
Grey skis, black trees and white 
xruund change (he lirdscape: snow 
removes signs and signals of the 
fımiliar aud replaces lhens with 
anothur, sreningly timırless way of 
srving anid feeling the world. In an 
age when we have frown #0 ACUUS- 
tome to the frenetic xe of life, 
the sllllness of winter wourls is 
souuihing that calls to lis from 
anulher line und spare. As an 
unknown Irish autlıor from the 9tlı 
century wrote: “Cold has seized the 
birds’ wings; season of ice, this is 
my news.” 

But not all woodland bircls are 
still. I followed a ridge of oak, holly 
aml yew trees in late afternoon 
down to a stream and crossed over a 
fallen mossy ash trutık, as the pale 
winter sun sank behind a little hill 
that Td never noticed before. A 
narrow badger track led up the 
steep slope under the darkening 
1rees ancl opened into a clearing of 
crumpled, frozen bracken stalks on 
the top. Suddenly a small sharp 
voice rang out fom the surround 
ing trees, In the growing dark I 
could just see that it came from a 
wren, flitting around in honeysuckle 
stems on an oak tree. Then there 
were two, then three, then more. All 
around the summit of this wooded 
hill, the cries of wrens sparked like 
the striking of flints, like stones 
skirıming over a frozen pond. 

The tiny brown wreıı, Troglodytes 
Iroglodytes, gets its Latin name fron 
“cave (lweller", perhaps an allusion 
to its domed, hollow nests but 
perhaps also from the dark space 
that has wrapped the bird in myth 


Across 


1 Inan 
unSCerUupulous 
way (5.3,4) 

9 Silly (5) 

10 Block a 
passage (7) 

11 Loathe (4) 

12 Alcohole 
appetiser (8) 

14 Naketl (6) 

15 Make 
colourless (6} 

t8 Dislika (8) 

20 Cab —— to move 
to the runway (4) 

22 Make use of {7) 

23 Coma lo — 
stretch (5) 

24 Highest score on 
darlboard (6,6) 


2 Stretchy (7) 
3 Cattle (4) 
4 Company 
of actors (6) 
5 Surround {8} 
6 Burst (5} 
7 When to remove 
Christmas 
decorations! {7,5} 


19 Pigs (5) 
21 Correcl — 
loyal (4) 


